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 President’s Message 
Submitted by Michael Perlman 
 
Well, it is that time of the year again, when we hold 
our annual meeting at WESTPEX.  The show runs 
from April 24th to April 26th and will be held at the 
San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel.  
For those of you who don’t attend many stamp 
shows, WESTPEX has clearly become one of the 
best shows in philately.  Additional information can 
be found on their website:  www.westpex.org.   
 
For those of you who regularly attend WESTPEX, 
please take note of a change to our normal schedule.  
In prior years our keynote presentation has been held 
on Saturday morning at 10 AM.  Not the case this 
year!  In an attempt to coordinate with the USPCS, 
we moved our presentation to FRIDAY at 3 PM.  
Hopefully this change will allow all interested parties 
to attend both presentations.   This year’s talk will be 
a joint presentation by two of our members:  Dale 
Forster and Larry Maddux will discuss Covers of the 
Pacific Northwest in the Bayside I room.  To my 
knowledge this is the first time we’ve ever had two 
people present a topic.  I’m sure we will be doubly 
impressed.  Following the presentation, all members 
are invited to attend our annual Board of Directors’ 
Meeting.  It will be held at 5 PM, Friday April 24, 
also in Bayside I.  
 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Submitted by Scott Prior 
 
I hope all of you had an enjoyable holiday season.  
I’ve already read four of the early California postal 
history books that my wife, kids and grandkids got 
me for Christmas.   
 
Western Express Companies, 1850-1890:   
 
The 3rd edition of Oscar M. Thomas’ classic work 
has been completely updated with extensive 
revisions to almost all of the included express 
companies.  The contributors were members James 
Blaine, Kenneth Stach and your Secretary.  Several 
hundred new cover scans have been added bringing 
the total number of scans to 6694.  By the time you 
read this, they should have been uploaded onto our 
website and will only be available there.  I hope you 
all have pre-ordered your copy of the two-volume 
bound edition from the United Postal Stationary 
Society’s website.  $20 is due at the time of order, 
plus $110 when the books are ready to be shipped.   
 

WESTPEX 2020:  April 24-26.  San Francisco 
Airport Marriott Waterfront.   
 
I see that Dale Forster will be selling his Australia 
Colonies – US Mails collection as part of the 
WESTPEX Rumsey sale.  I notified Schuyler 
Rumsey of our WCS show commitments on Friday 
and asked him to try and keep the western material 
portion of his auction away from those times.  We’ll 
see what happens. 
 
New Members:   
 
This is the largest quarterly membership increase in 
the two years that I have been secretary.  Keep 
telling others about our society!  I signed up my 10 
year-old grandson, Paul.  When he opened his first 
issue (December 2019), he shouted to his mom, 
“There’s grandpa”, when he saw my SESCAL 
presentation pic.  I hope his enthusiasm continues to 
build (ours too).  We really need to attract the 
younger set.   
 
Charles Epting #1585 
New York, NY 10111 
 
Douglas Cass #1586 
Rich Hill, MO 64779 
 
Paul Chadwick #1587 
Frisco, TX 75033 
 
Arno Kolster #1588 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
 
Gene H. Russell #1589 
Orland, CA 95963 
Collecting interests: Glenn, Colusa and Tehama Counties 
 
Member Resignation: 
 
Richard Frajola #1373 
Ranchos de Taos, NM 
 
Our society is very sorry to lose Richard.  He has 
always been helpful to me in answering my postal 
history questions. 
 
Member Passing: 
 
Since the last secretary’s report we have learned that 
Bob Myerson, WCS member #227, passed away in 
November 2019.  I only met Bob once.  He had 
invited me to his home where we spent a most 
enjoyable afternoon showing California covers to 
each other.  Our condolences go out to his family. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Ryan Baum 
 
We are on the downhill side of annual dues 
renewals.  We have 85% of our members who have 
renewed already for the coming year, paid for multi-
year, or upgraded to Life Membership.  We are still 
waiting to hear from 35 of our members for their 
plans to renew.  I always am looking for ways to 
improve and make your renewal easy.  This year we 
started the communication around Thanksgiving via 
email.  This saved us postage and printing for the 
first mailed noticed sent just before the Holi-
days.  We now are rounding up results from our 
second mailing of notices at the beginning of 
February.  If you have any advice, please drop me a 
line at ccdollar@hotmail.com . 
 
I also am looking forward to WESTPEX.  Do you 
have your reservations for lodging yet?  I look 
forward to seeing everyone at our membership 
meeting, presenting our financials at the annual 
Board meeting, and then walking the bourse for new 
items to add to my collection.   
 
Thanks go out to Paul Harter for his generous 
contribution of $350 to the WCS to defray the added 
cost of “perfect binding” for the 2020 issues!    

 
Editor’s Report 
Submitted by Ken Stach 
 
Firstly, you will notice that this mailing of Western 
Express contains a bonus issue!  WCS director 
David New, one of our prolific authors and the 2015 
winner of the Basil C. Pearce Award for most 
outstanding article of the year, has complied an 80-
page  monograph entitled “Colorado Gold Rush 
Letters, 1858 - 1872”.   
 
David has had a long passion for Colorado postal 
history, dating back to his days as a young man 
interested in geology and the flood of fortune-
seekers into what was considered Kansas Territory 
(or earlier yet, Jefferson Territory), prior to the 
establishment of Colorado Territory.    
 
“Colorado Gold Rush Letters” contains fully 58 
pages of cover/letter illustrations and transcriptions 
of the contents of their correspondence.  These 
interesting letters provide great insight into the 
hardships the early miners/settlers incurred 
venturing into the Colorado frontier.  David’s 
monograph also contains detailed profiles for five of 
the most important early gold mining counties of 
what was to become Colorado, in addition to several 
appendices of supporting documentation.  Such a 
compilation will likely never be equaled.   
 
To cap things off, David graciously subsidized the 
publication of this monograph so that all our 
Western Cover Society members might receive a 
copy!  As a result, the incremental cost per copy to 
our Society was roughly half what it costs to print 
and mail a regular issue.  We can’t thank David 
enough for his dedication in pulling all the 
information together into one monograph, and for 
his generosity in ensuring that WCS members 
would receive a copy.  Thanks, David!!! 
 
On another note, spring is getting ever closer, 
meaning that WESTPEX must be just around the 
corner.  For me, this annual get-together in the Bay 
Area is the highlight of the philatelic year.  I look 
forward to seeing you all at the show, at our 
meetings on Friday afternoon, and at Schuyler 
Rumsey’s auction.  I’ve not yet heard what all 
western covers he might have for WESTPEX, but 
no doubt he’ll have some stuff we just can’t live 
without.  See you at the show!   
 

∞§∞§∞§∞§∞  

IN MEMORIAM.  Sadly, we have to report the passing 
of Bob Myerson, WCS #227, who left us in November, 
2019.  Bob was the longest-standing member of the 
Western Cover Society.  See also page 37. 
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You get one chance to sell your collection for the highest price. 
When you sell through Siegel, you take no chances. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $300,000-400,000 
SOLD FOR $460,000 

Estimate  $40,000-50,000 
SOLD FOR $132,250 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $120,750 

 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $149,500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Estimate  $500,000-750,000 

SOLD FOR $632,500 
Estimate  $200,000-300,000 

SOLD FOR $299,000 
 

The spectacular realizations for Pony Express covers 
sold through Siegel auctions are evidence of our firm’s 
unmatched ability to present and promote sales. 

When you decide to sell your collection, doesn’t it make 
sense to work with experienced professionals who know 
the material and the market? 

 
 

 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

 

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • (212) 753-6421 • SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM 
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Introduction     
                                                                                                                                                                                           
One of the few western express companies that 
issued an adhesive stamp was Langton’s Humboldt 
Express.  This article explores some of the issues of 
Samuel Langton’s Pioneer Express as it applies to 
the Nevada Humboldt Mining District.  When, 
where, and why?  Of considerable interest is the 
ability to use online versions of the Marysville Daily 
Appeal (January 25, 1860 – December 31, 1876), 
the Gold Hill Daily News (October 12, 1863 – April 
8, 1882), and the Virginia Evening Bulletin (July 5, 
1863 – May 16, 1864).  The newspapers were 
published daily and the sites I was able to access 
allow full text searching. 
 
Samuel Langton 
 
After Samuel Langton’s death on August 24, 1864, 
a biography from the Carson Independent was 
reprinted in the Marysville Daily Appeal. 
 

“Mr. Langton commenced his career in 
Washington City, in the printing business, 
which trade he pursued until the declaration of 
war with Mexico, when he early volunteered 
and served with credit in Capt. Degg’s 
company, attached to Col. Hughes, regiment, 
District of Columbia volunteers.  Returning 
from Mexico after peace was declared, he was 
imbued with the excitement consequent upon 
the discovery of gold in California, and left 
Washington City in February, 1849, arriving 
after an arduous journey in the succeeding 
July, and engaged in mining in the vicinity of 
Nevada city, which he pursued until February 
1850, when he established himself in the 
Express business between San Francisco and 
Downieville, California.  Subsequently 
discontinuing that portion of the route 
between Marysville and San Francisco, and 
forming connections at Marysville with other 
firms, he extended his routes throughout the 
counties of Yuba, Nevada and Sierra, and 
ultimately to all the principal business places 
of Nevada Territory.” 

 
Samuel W. Langton was born on February 14, 1830, 
in Washington D.C.  Langton started as a one-man 
express.  His initial route was from Marysville up 
the Yuba River to Downieville, via Grass Valley 

and Nevada City.  He also became agent for Adams 
and Co.’s Express at Downieville.  He added 
partners in 1850 and 1851.  In 1852, he added the 
Pioneer Banking House at Downieville.  In 1853, 
the second of the first two partnerships was 
dissolved and he formed a new one with his brother 
A. T. Langton.  In February 1855, he sold out to 
Adams and Co.’s Express, which lasted all of seven 
days due to the collapse of Adams & Co. on 
February 23, 1855.  He took back his company and 
formed Langton’s Pioneer Express, extending his 
express line to Sacramento and San Francisco.  He 
formed a co-partnership with N. N. Wilkinson of 
Marysville and Charles P. Stone of San Francisco.  
Wilkinson withdrew from the partnership in May 
1856, and Stone withdrew in September, but 
continued on as San Francisco correspondent. 
 
In 1856, Langton gave up the routes from Marysville 
to Sacramento and San Francisco.  From then on, the 
line connected with Wells Fargo & Co. at Marysville 
and Nevada City for those cities, as shown by a 
number of covers with Wells Fargo Marysville or 
Nevada City conjunctive handstamps on Langton 
franked envelopes. 

Langton’s Humboldt Express 
By Gordon L. Nelson, Ph.D. 

Figure 1.  Initial ad in Marysville Daily Appeal 
announcing weekly service to the Washoe Mines 
(January 23, 1860).  Langton’s Pioneer Express first 
extended its lines to most of the sites named in this 
ad in December of 1858.   
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 Beginning January 23, 1860, the Marysville Daily 
Appeal published  special ads (Figure 1, prior page) 
for Langton’s Pioneer Express weekly service to the 
Washoe Mines in Nevada Territory (Nevada 
Territory would not officially exist for another year).  
The service left Monday mornings from Downieville 
for the Truckee Meadows, Franktown (Washoe 
Valley), Carson City, Genoa (Carson Valley), 
Chinatown, Ophirville, and Virginia City, with 
letters, and valuable packages. etc., forwarded to and 
from the above points with “promptitude, dispatch, 
and security.”  “All letters for the Western Atlantic 
States, enclosed in our Government franked 
envelopes, and endorsed ‘Overland, via Salt Lake,’ 
will be forwarded and reach their destination sooner 
than by any other line.”   
 
A note in the Appeal on March 13th reported that 
“Sam Langton, accompanied by a number of 
companions, was to have left Downieville with the 
Express, for the Carson mines, on yesterday.”  In a 
note in the Appeal on April 4th it was opined that 
“Sam Langton is possessed of more energy than a 
forty horse-power steam engine.”  With the April 
11th issue, the service was advertised as being semi-
weekly, leaving Downieville every Monday and 
Saturday morning.  Ads also continued to appear for 
the Downieville, Forest City, Camptonville, North 
San Juan service and other localities throughout the 
Yuba, Sierra and Nevada county region.  The 
Washoe Mines ads continued through December 29, 
1860.   

Winter in the Sierras means snow. The December 
28, 1860, Marysville Daily Appeal noted that there 
was no stage communication with Camptonville, 
Downieville or Forest City.  From a Langton & Co. 
report, the snow at Camptonville was two feet deep, 
and four feet deep on the hill above.  The express for 
Forest City from some adjoining places was being 
brought on “snow-skates.”   
 
Examples of “Washoe” covers are shown in Figures 
2 through 11, below and on the pages that follow.  
Figures 2 through 4 show Carson City covers, 
Figures 5 through 8 show Virginia City covers, and 
Figures 9 through 11 show Washoe City covers.  An 
early Langton “Nevada” cover is shown in Figure 
12.  Given the envelope stamp (U26), this latter 
cover is 1860-61, before the demonetization of 
postal stationery due to the Civil War. 
 
The California Farmer and Journal of Useful 
Sciences issue of September 13, 1861 has a long 
article on Sam Langton and Langton & Co.  “We do 
not wonder that throughout all this region ‘Sam 
Langton,’ the pioneer, is so well known, or that 
Langton Brothers, the pioneer Express Company of 
the mountains are so much in favor, for with the 
very little facilities afforded by Uncle Sam’s 
Postoffices, they would be all out of the world but 
for ‘Langton & Co.’”  “As an evidence of the favor 
in which this pioneer is held, we saw a magnificent 
pair of gold spurs, - fine solid gold, of large and 
ample dimensions, with the chains and pointers all 

Figure 2.  Later type Langton franked cover addressed to Carson City. 
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Figure 3.  Langton’s 
Pioneer Express cover 
carried on company 
business, per Carson 
City Agent, John S. 
Albro.  Addressed to 
William H. Russell with 
instruction:  “Will Mr. 
Cooper [Langton’s 
Virginia City agent] 
please hand this to him 
tonight.” 

Figure 4.  Franked 
cover to Maine entered 
the mails at Carson 
City.  Carson City, UT 
postmark used until 
October 16, 1862. 

Figure 5.  Cover 
absent frank, with 
PAID and Virginia 
City Langton hand-
stamps. 
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Figure 6.  Later type  Langton frank with “Virginia” town handstamp. 

Figure 7.  Langton frank with “Virginia City” town handstamp. 
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Figure 8.  Early type Langton frank with Virginia City town handstamp.   

Figure 9.  Carried by Langton’s from Washoe City for delivery to Alleghany, 
California. 
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Figure 10.  Cover taken to Washoe City and then by the US Post Office to Marysville, 
California. 

Figure 11.  Cover showing Langton use after 1856, when Langton gave up the routes 
from Marysville to Sacramento and San Francisco; instead connecting with Wells 
Fargo Express for those cities. 
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solid gold, and the leathern bands richly wrought 
with silk: these were all in a fine morocco case.  
Upon the spurs was engraved, ‘Presented to Sam 
Langton, Pioneer Expressman of California, by the 
Miners of Sierra, in token of regard.’” “Langton’s 
Express has done much to build up all the interests 
of this section of country, and we stand ready to 
testify to the readiness of this express to render 
favors and facilities to all their patrons and friends.  
Their courtesy and kindness we shall ever duly 
appreciate.”  The above describes Langton’s 
reputation in his first decade plus.   
 

Nevada Territory 
 
Congress passed the bill creating the Nevada 
Territory on March 2, 1861.  A new ad appeared in 
the Marysville Daily Appeal beginning October 16, 
1861 (Figure 13, following page).  The ad is similar 
to the earlier 1860 Washoe Mines ad, but now there 
is not only the semi-weekly service from Down-
ieville (Monday and Wednesday mornings) but also 
semi-weekly service from Marysville (Monday and 
Saturday mornings).  The December 10th issue notes 
that “an express and pack train from Downieville to 
Virginia City, belonging to Langtons, has made its 

Figure 12.  Langton frank and “Nevada” on U26 in 1860-1861 prior to demonetiza-
tion of stamp due to the Civil War.  No examples are known with handstamps. 

Figure 12a.  Samuel Langton’s celebrated 
golden spurs.   A brief article headed 
"TESTIMONIAL" in the May 1, 1855 
issue of  the San Francisco Alta California 
newspaper mentioned that these spurs 
were presented to Samuel W. Langton in 
April of 1855 by the "Citizens of 
Downieville."(courtesy Schuyler Rumsey 
Philatelic Auctions) 
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regular semiweekly trips, and will be kept running 
during the entire winter.”  The January 21st issue 
quoting the Virginia City Territorial Enterprise 
notes that “Langton & Co.’s Express run a splendid 
sleigh, with six horses to Carson City.”  It is also 
noted that “the snow in the Yuba Gap to be fifteen 
feet in depth.” 
 
 The California Farmer and Journal of Useful 
Sciences issue of January 24, 1862, also noted the 
“running of a splendid sleigh, with six horses to 
Carson City.”  But with the continued storms of 
snow and rain, “mills, bridges and roads have been 
swept away, and towns and families in the lowlands 
have been compelled to take to boats and move to 
higher ground.  Carson river is reported to have 
been four feet higher on the 11th than ever before 
known.  The water was 18 inches deep in the streets 
of Carson City.  Two women and three men lost 
their lives there by swamping of the boat in which 
they were crossing the river. Several lives were lost 
in Chinatown.” 

The October 16, 1861, Appeal ad runs until April 
1862.  During this period, the new Territory was 
coming alive and interest was going beyond 
Washoe.  New districts - Humboldt, Esmeralda, and 
Reese River - were beginning to cause excitement. 
 
A territorial government was being organized by the 
new Nevada Territory Governor, James Warren 
Nye.  The Territorial Secretary, Orion (Or-ee-un) 
Clemens, arrived August 14, 1861.  Figures 14 and 
15 (following page) show early checks from Nye 
and Clemens.  Clemens had brought his younger 
brother, twenty-five year old Samuel Clemens 
(a.k.a., Mark Twain), along.  Since Orion did not get 
a pay advance, Sam actually paid for the stage 
tickets for both Clemens brothers to get to Nevada.  
Work for Sam as a steamboat pilot on the 
Mississippi River was going to be interrupted by the 
Civil War.  Sam’s limited Confederate military 
experience was of fleeting interest.  He had visions 
of being secretary to the Secretary of Nevada 
Territory, but in the end Orion could not hire a 
permanent secretary.  Sam visited Lake Tahoe 
(Lake Bigler) several times in August and 
September and briefly visited the mining camp of 
Aurora (Esmeralda) in September.  Much of the rest 
of his time was spent in Carson City helping Orion 
set up the new Nevada Territorial Legislature. 
 
In December, Samuel Clemens, along with two 
young lawyer friends, William Clagett, and A. W. 
Oliver, were joined by a sixty year old blacksmith 
named Ballou.  While the talk of Esmeralda was 
exciting, the reports that silver ore in Humboldt was 
$4000/ton to $7000/ton overwhelmed their visions 
of wealth.  In early/mid-December, 1861, they 
organized a horse drawn wagon with 1800 pounds 
of mining supplies and they headed north for 
Humboldt as described in “Roughing It” (Samuel 
Clemens, by then known as “Mark Twain,” written 
ten years later).  Figure 16 (following page), from 
Roughing It, shows the wagon headed toward 
Humboldt.  It took them 13 days to go the 200 miles 
(actually closer to 150 miles northeast of Carson 
City).  Two additional days were spent near Carson 
Sink resting the horses.  They spent three weeks in 
Unionville.  They filed claims, dug a shaft, and a 
tunnel, and traded “feet” with other miners.  Note 
that in early mines, investors did not get shares but a 
portion of the strike described by the real estate term 
“feet.”  The group learned that there were dozens of 
mining companies being formed, tunnels drilled into 

Figure 13.  Marysville Daily Appeal ad beginning 
October 16, 1861, announcing semi-weekly service 
from both Downieville and Marysville to the Washoe 
Mines in Nevada Territory. 
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mountain sides; yet, few of the mines paid off.  And, 
the work was hard.  Figure 17 (following page) 
shows a mining scene near Unionville from 
Roughing It.  In early January, 1862, Clemens and 
Ballou decided to return to Carson City.  They got 
to the Carson River at Honey Lake Smith’s Station, 
and around 8 pm, they experienced a flood and 
became isolated at the station for eight days.  
Clemens and Ballou got back to Carson City before 
the end of January. 
 
As noted in Roughing It, William Clagett was later a 
delegate to Congress from Montana Territory.  
Along with a Senator from Kansas they filed the bill 
that created Yellowstone National Park, the first US 

Figure 14.  Early Wells Fargo & Co. check (#4) from Nevada Territory Governor James W. Nye. 

Figure 15.  Early Wells Fargo & Co. check (#50) from Orion Clemens, Secretary of the Nevada Territory. 

Figure 16.  Horse drawn wagon with 1800 pounds of 
mining supplies headed north for the Humboldt 
mines, from Roughing It. 
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National Park.  Figure 18 shows a cover addressed 
to Wm Clagett in care of “Orin Clemmens”.  That 
letter was forwarded to Unionville, NT.  Billy 
Clagett did not return to Carson City, but stayed in 
Unionville where he commenced practicing 
law.  The letter originated from Keokuk, Iowa 
(August 5, 1862) which was Clagett’s family home, 
where Orion had owned a print shop in the late 
1850s, and where Orion’s wife, Mollie, and child, 
Jennie, were staying with her parents.  The Clemens 
and Clagetts likely knew each other in Keokuk.  On 
the cover, there is a Carson City, UT, forwarding 
postmark of August 26, 1862, which is well after the 
creation of the Nevada Territory, which took place 
on March 2, 1861.  The latest use of the Carson 
City, UT postmark is October 16, 1862.  The other 
young lawyer, A.W. Oliver, was to become Probate 
Judge for Humboldt County. 
 
Before continuing, a few words on the Humboldt 
Mining District and of Unionville, Star City, and 
Humboldt City, are in order.  In the spring of 1861, 
a group of Indians came to Virginia City bearing 
rich ore from Buena Vista Canyon (Valley).  Two 
men, impressed by assay reports, travelled across 
the desert with supply-laden burros and four Paiute 
guides to the location, arriving in early May, 1861.  
Ten days later, a mining district was organized and 

Figure 17.  Mining scene near Unionville from 
Roughing It. 

Figure 18.  Keokuk, Iowa, cover addressed to Wm. Clagett in care of “Orin Clemmens”, 
forwarded to Unionville, Humboldt County.  Cover forwarded from Carson City, August 
26, 1862. 
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soon the Humboldt excitement began.  A town site 
was laid out in the upper part of Buena Vista Creek.   
In July, 1861, the first house was built.  In 
November, 1861, Unionville was selected as seat of 
the newly created Humboldt County.  In 1862, a 
rival town site (initially called Dixie) was started 
lower down the creek.  Dixie, so named because of 
the number of Southern sympathizers residing there, 
ultimately linked up with Unionville, and was 
thereafter known as "lower Unionville."  Langton's 
Express maintained offices in both the upper and 
lower sections of the town, which were connected 
by an omnibus service. 
 
In the summer of 1863, Unionville had almost 1000 
people with new claim seekers arriving at 150 per 
week.  It was the distribution point for supplies and 
machinery.  The camp had ten stores, nine saloons, 
six hotels, four livery stables, two drug stores, four 
butcher shops, two express houses, a brewery, 
assayers, a jeweler and watchmaker, six notaries, six 
lawyers and a lively weekly, the Humboldt Register 
(which started May 2, 1863).  An omnibus line 
made hourly trips along a two mile route.  An adobe 
brick school house was built in August, 1863.  
Almost three dozen mining companies were formed 
during 1863-64.  The initial peak year was 1864, 
until the increased development of the Arizona mine 
in 1868.  But, in 1869, the Central Pacific Railroad 
bypassed Unionville to go along the Humboldt 
River, and Unionville lost the county seat to 
Winnemucca in 1873.  The earliest known 

Unionville manuscript cancel, dated March 7, 1863, 
is shown in Figure 19, with the earliest known 
circular date stamp (32.5 mm) shown as Figure 20 
(following page).   
 
Silver was also found some nine miles north of 
Unionville along Star Creek in 1861.  By 1862, Star 
City was booming, such that by 1864 there were 
1200 residents.  Most businesses faced a large park/
plaza.  The big mine was the “Sheba.”  Star City 
was at its height in 1864-65, when seven large 
mining companies conducted operations.  There was 
lively prospecting until 1868, when the “Sheba” had 
produced $5 million in silver.  But ore at the 
“Sheba” declined rapidly thereafter.  In 1871, there 
were only 78 people in Star City.  Both Star City 
and Unionville had populations of about 1500 at 
their peaks.  Figure 21 (following page) shows the 
earliest known circular date stamp (29 mm) for Star 
City dated October 3, 1864.  Figure 22 (on page 17) 
shows a payment order from the “Sheba Gold and 
Silver Mining Company” dated December 1, 1864. 
 
The third major 1860’s camp of the Humboldt 
District was Humboldt City on the west side of the 
Humboldt Range.  Silver had been discovered there 
in 1860.  Ore assayed $400 to $2700 per ton.  
Despite Indian hostilities, a late spring rush brought 
200 people by August, and the founding of 
Humboldt City.  There were 500 people by 1863, 
with 200 buildings, and roughly 1000 silver 
discoveries nearby.  The “Atlantic and Pacific 

Figure 19.  Earliest known manuscript postmark for Unionville dated March 7, 1863. 
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Figure 20.  Earliest known circular date stamp (32.5 mm) for Unionville from September 
30, 1863. 

Figure 21.  Earliest known circular date stamp (29 mm) for Star City dated October 3, 1864. 
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Mining Co.” carried out extensive operations during 
1863-64; but, by 1869, Humboldt City had lost its 
post office.    
 
In an August 8, 1863, letter, John Mouton wrote 
from Star City to his parents in Maine about the 
Humboldt District.  Despite the letter being a year 
and a half later, his observations differ little from 
those of Mark Twain:   
 

From Honey Lake to here to the Humboldt is 
the most barren and dessulate looking country 
I ever saw it is nothing but sand & sage brush 
all the way & from twelve to twenty miles 
from one watering place to the other & to 
travel that road on a warm July day is no 
pleasure trip.  There is a large emigration 
into this Territory this year more than you 
probably have any idea of mostly from 
California & Oregon though a good many are 
coming from the states.  The mines here are 
about ten or twelve miles from the Humboldt 
River in the Mountains & the silver is found in 
veins of quartz & if you believe the half he 
hears here he must come to the conclusion 
that the place is rich in silver.  There has been 
but little worke done here & everyone most is 
prospecting.  It will take a number of years yet 
to develop the country to find out wheather 

the mines will pay to worke.  There will be 
quartz mills built & and to haul lumber & 
provisions two hundred miles with oxen & 
horses is no small job.  There is not much of 
anything raised in the territory or at least any 
where near the mines & consequently 
provisions are very high.  Flour is worth 
sixteen dollars a hundred Bacon Forty cents a 
pound & other things in proportion. 
Vegitables we have none.  I don’t like here 
very well.  I think I will be back in California 
this Fall.  I here bought an interest in two 
claims here & have found out wheather any of 
them are any good or not I do not know.  Wm 
Meserve & me came out together and are 
stopping together he is well & we will 
probably go into California together.  

 
The August 12, 1863, manuscript postmarked cover 
shown in Figure 23 (following page) is the only 
such example known from Star City. 
 
The First Directory of the Nevada Territory lists 
Langton Express offices at Carson City, Virginia 
City, Gold Hill, Silver City and Dayton.  Of 
particular interest is the listing of “Humboldt 
Express” at Carson City co-located with Langton’s 
Express.  The first Directory was prepared in late 
fall 1861, and published in February, 1862.  That 

Figure 22.  Payment order from the “Sheba Gold and Silver Mining Company” dated December 1, 1864.  The 
“Sheba” was the major mine at Star City. 
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Figure 23.  Cover with only known manuscript postmark for Star City, dated August 
12, 1863. 

Figure 24.  “Collect Humboldt Express 25 cts” on cover to Santa Cruz, California.  Cover 
accepted by Wells Fargo & Co. Express at Silver City.  Date is late 1861 or 1862.  In the 
First Directory of the Nevada Territory, the “Humboldt Express” is listed at Carson City 
and is co-located with Langton’s Express office there.  The Directory lists Langton Express 
offices at Carson City, Virginia City, Gold Hill, Silver City and Dayton. 
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listing puts the cover shown in Figure 24 (prior 
page) in perspective.  It is one of the earliest 
Humboldt Express covers and is consistent with the 
listing.  Wells Fargo only lists offices at Carson City 
and Virginia City in the 1862 First Directory of 
Nevada Territory.  However, the Wells Fargo ads in 
both the first and second Nevada Territory 
directories list offices in Genoa, Carson City, Silver 
City, Gold Hill, Virginia City, Dayton and Aurora 
(Esmeralda).  Genoa, Carson City, and Silver City 
are listed in the Wells Fargo Directory for 1860, 
while Virginia City, Gold Hill, Dayton, Aurora 
began being listed in 1864.  It is thus reasonable that 
there is a Humboldt Express connection at the office 
of Wells Fargo in Silver City. 
 
Virginia City, Gold Hill, American City, and Silver 
City are close together (four miles from Virginia 
City south to Silver City) and thus there was 
omnibus service with fares from 20 cents to 50 cents 
depending on date and season.  In the 1860s, 
omnibus service was important in winter and 
particularly during periods of rain, with muddy 
streets. 
 
Back to the Marysville Daily Appeal, a new ad 
started May 13, 1862, highlighting the Yuba Gap 
Road and announcing new service every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, beginning May 20th from 

Downieville to Sierra Valley, Peavine Springs, 
Steamboat Springs, Antelope Springs, Washoe City, 
Ophir Works, Franktown, Carson City, Dayton, 
Silver City, Gold Hill and Virginia City, “Through 
in One Day.”  “At Carson and Virginia cities 
connections will be made with lines to Esmeralda 
and the Humboldt Mines.”  This is the first mention 
of Humboldt or Esmeralda in a Langton’s ad 
published in the Marysville Daily Appeal.   
 
Indeed there were connecting lines.  A letter from 
the Humboldt region published in the November 15, 
1861 issue of the Sacramento Union commented 
that the Union "comes to us semi-monthly per 
Patten & Bunker's Humboldt Express."   
 
Patten & Bunker’s Humboldt Express began in late 
1861.  Four covers exist (examples in Figures 25 
and 26).  Figure 25 is from November, 1861.   
Figure 26 (following page) is a stampless cover 
marked “Pd 3 cents” reflecting the rapid depletion 
of new 1861 stamps, which replaced the former 
1857 series postage stamps, demonetized because of 
the Civil War.  The earliest known use in Nevada 
Territory of the new stamps was in late October and 
early November, 1861.  When the new stamps 
arrived, the old stamps were demonetized, but the 
supplies of the new stamps sold out quickly.  Then, 
for a period of several weeks in late 1861, the post 

Figure 25.  Patten & Bunker’s Humboldt Express frank on over to “Read Bluffs, Cala” 
entering the US mail at Carson City on November 10th, having a new three cent stamp.  
Envelope shows the docketing of November 2, 1861. 
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offices of Nevada Territory had to resort to 
stampless covers.  Of the four covers known, a 
February, 1862, Patten and Bunker cover also 
includes a Langton frank, demonstrating the 
connection between Patten & Bunker’s Humboldt 
Express and Langton.   
 

Sale & Barber’s Humboldt Express was a second 
connecting line (Figure 27).  John K. Sale and 
Charles J. Barber arrived in Humboldt in 1862.  
Their express ran between Unionville and Virginia 
City in 1862 and 1863.  Figure 27 shows the 
presence of a Langton’s printed frank.  Only three 
Sale & Barber covers are known by this author.  
 

Figure 26.  Patten & Bunker’s Humboldt Express on cover to Marysville, California with Carson 
City, UT December 3 cancel.  This is a three cent stampless cover, sent during the several weeks- 
long period when the supply of new three cent stamps was exhausted in Nevada post offices. 

Figure 27.  Sale & Barber’s Humboldt Express frank from 1863 on Langton’s printed 
franked cover to Meadow Valley, Plumas County, California. 
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 An article in the May 24, 1862 issue of the 
Marysville Daily Appeal, copied from an article in 
the Carson City Age, urged support for the new 
Yuba Gap Route.  The related ads, which had 
started on May 13th, ran through the July 3rd issue 
of the Appeal.  A new ad by the Yuba Gap Wagon 
Road Enterprise (developer) began on July 12th, 
requesting that sealed proposals be submitted by 
July 25th for the construction of a wagon road from 
Downieville, via Yuba Gap, to Sierra Valley.  
Bonuses would be paid for timely construction.  The 
distance was about 27 miles.  The width was to be 
“such as to allow stages, wagons and other vehicles 
to pass and re-pass each other with facility and 
without hindrance or delay: the grade of any portion 
not to exceed twelve (12) inches to the rod.”  “The 
contractor to have the exclusive right to the road 
after completion.”  
 
The July 18, 1862 issue of the Marysville Daily 
Appeal announced that “Langton & Co. will send 
their Marysville and Virginia City Express by the 
daily line of coaches over the Henness road in the 
future, so that now we are in daily receipt of the 
Nevada Territorial papers only one day’s date 
behind their receipt.  The tri-weekly line from 
Downieville to Virginia City, via Yuba Gap, will be 
kept running as heretofore, and will be running there 
daily, when the Yuba Gap road is finished.”  
Beginning on November 7, 1862, the Marysville 
Daily Appeal advertised that Langton’s Pioneer 
Express offered daily service from Marysville to 
Washoe and “also, to Humboldt County, N.T., 
Unionville, Star City and Humboldt City.”  These 
ads (Figure 28) continued through November 2, 
1864.  Note the early Langton Pioneer Express 
covers from Unionville in Figures 29 and 30 
(following page).  
 
In the November 18, 1862, Marysville Daily 
Appeal, a writer from Humboldt City and 
Unionville notes, “We have not had any regular 
mail or express facilities this summer, but have now 
a post office established at Humboldt City, and 
Messers. Langton & Co. have put on an express; so 
we expect to see letters and news regular. 
 
Relative to the Yuba Gap route, the Marysville 
Daily Appeal of February 24, 1863 quoted Doc. 
Brown, Langton & Co.'s Marysville Agent, as 
stating, “the snow has not, in a single instance, 
interfered with their regular trips on that route, and 
that they have not only made regular trips but 
regular time day after day.” 

 
Langton Express Tri-Weekly to Humboldt 
 
On April 29, 1863, the Marysville Daily Appeal 
contained a major announcement, “An arrangement 
has been made by which Langton’s Express stages 
will run three times a week over the Yuba Gap route 
to Downieville and Marysville.  The enterprising 
Langtons, of the Pioneer Express, have decided 
upon the project of starting a tri-weekly line of 
express stages between the city of Virginia and the 
Humboldt mines, the necessary horses and coaches 
are now coming from California.” 
 
The Humboldt Register of Unionville in its first 
issue of May, 2, 1863, noted: “Langton’s Pioneer 
Express has placed us under such a weight of 
obligations for favors and back charges, that we 
scarcely know how to commence.”  “Langton and 

Figure 28.  November 7, 1862 Marysville Daily Appeal 
ad, which notes the addition of Humboldt County, NT 
service.  This ad ran until November 2, 1864. 
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Figure 29.  Early Langton cover from Unionville to San Francisco with “Paid to Carson” manuscript 
notation and Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express “Carson” label.  Likely dated to Feb 15, 1863. 

Figure 30.  Courthouse cover marked “Coll” (Collect) and a pencil notation “ADV/1-“ 
indicating one cent due for the advertising fee.  Includes Langton Pioneer Express label 
from Unionville, NT.  Receiving notation on reverse dates this cover to  June 9, 1863. 
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Co.’s Stage Line between this and Washoe is to be 
tri-weekly within ten days hence.” 
 
In the May 4th Marysville Daily Appeal, “So great is 
public confidence in the richness of ledges around 
‘Star’ and ‘Buena Vista’ (Unionville) that building 
lots range in the outskirts from $50 to $100, and 
cannot be purchased on the main streets for less than 
from $500 to $1000. Sympathetically too, the 
outside world begins to intumesce.  The stages from 
Carson arrive crowded, and horsemen beset our 
highways.  Langton & Co., the pioneer expressmen 
of California, true to their record for public spirit 
and enterprise, purpose putting on a tri-weekly line 
the coming month to meet the assumed demand.” 
 
The May 9, 1863 Humboldt Register further noted: 
“More stages.  Thursday morning an extra came in 
with additional stock for Langton & Co.’s line 
between this place and Washoe.  Thursday 
afternoon the regular stage, with express and mail, 
came in.  A little later S. W. Langton, principal of 
the Pioneer Express Company, with Mr. George 

Runk, arrived in a buggy.  Langton is making 
arrangements for proper routes of travel, disposition 
of stock and increase of service to the Humboldt 
towns…” 
 
Figure 31 shows a June 18, 1863, gold receipt of 
Langton’s Pioneer Express at Downieville, signed 
by S. W. Langton. 
 
On July 10, 1863, the new Virginia Evening Bulletin 
carried an ad for tri-weekly service for Humboldt 
(Figure 32, following page) “through in thirty-five 
hours!!!”  “Carrying U. S. Mail and Langton’s 
Pioneer Express.”  “Leaves Virginia Sundays, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays, at 2 o’clock P. M.  For 
passage and freight apply at our offices in Virginia 
or Carson City.”  On August 7th a change of time 
was announced (Figure 33, following page), “On 
and after Monday July 27th the Humboldt Stage 
Company’s Coaches will leave the office of 
Langton’s Pioneer Express every Monday, 
Wednesday  and Friday at 5 o’clock A. M. for 
Unionville, Star Canon, Humboldt City, Sierra and 

Figure 31.  Gold receipt for “dust parcel” by Langton Pioneer Express at Downieville, signed by S. W. Langton and  
dated June 18, 1863. 
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Trinity Districts, and intermediate points.”  The 
latter ad in the Bulletin ended September 18th.  
Figure 34 shows a classic Humboldt Express cover 
with stamp tied by a Star City Langton oval with a 
Langton frank. 
 
The July 11, 1863 Humboldt Register noted:  “Mr. 
Ewing, of Washburn & Ewing, is now agent for the 
Pioneer Express; Rutherford quitting to change his 
business.” 

In an ad three times the size of Langton’s, Wells 
Fargo & Co., in the August 15, 1863, issue of the 
Virginia Evening Bulletin announced “the Overland 
Stage Company will run four horse coaches three 
times a week for Unionville and Star City, through 
in thirty hours carrying Wells Fargo & Co.’s 
Express.  Leaves office in Virginia every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday P.M. and arriving in 
Unionville every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday.  
Leave Star City every Monday, Wednesday and 

Figure 32.  Virginia Evening Bulletin ad for tri-
weekly service to Humboldt beginning July 10, 1863. 

Figure 33.  New Virginia Evening Bulletin ad noting a 
change in date and time of the Humboldt service.  The 
ad started August 7th and ended September 18, 1863. 

Figure 34.  One of five classic Langton’s Humboldt Express covers with Humboldt 
Express stamp.  Stamp is tied by Star City Langton handstamp oval.  Appendix cover #3. 



25 

Western Express       March, 2020 

 

Friday A. M., arriving at Virginia every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday.”  Wells Fargo service was 
reduced to Monday and Thursday evenings in their 
ad of December 8th.  In Figure 35, a Wells Fargo 
cover with “Starr City” oval dated Sept 21 is shown, 
with a notation of “Sept. 20/1863” in pencil.  Figure 
36 shows a Unionville Wells Fargo cover with a 
receipt stamp dated August 23, 1864. 
 
The most probable period of the use of the Langton 
Humboldt Express adhesive stamp is May through 
September of 1863.  Known covers are listed in the 
Appendix.  Of  most relevance is a cover addressed 

to S. W. Holladay, an attorney in San Francisco, 
sent from Star City.  The cover has a Wells Fargo 
Nevada (City) oval with a July 11 date which ties a 
Scott #65 three cent 1861 issue stamp with a PAID 
cancel (Figure 37, following page).  The Langton 
Star City cancel ties the Humboldt Express stamp.  
There is enclosed correspondence  datelined 1863 
from Star City, which confirms the year.  A similar 
key cover, addressed to G. F. Borza in Placerville 
Cal., has a Wells Fargo Nevada oval dated June 10 
along with a Star City oval in blue.  These two 
covers tie the time period. 
 

Figure. 35.  Wells 
Fargo Express cover 
with “Starr City” 
oval dated Sept 21 
with a notation on 
cover of Sept. 20/1863 
in pencil. 

Figure 36.  Wells Fargo 
Express cover with 
Unionville oval and receipt 
stamp dated August 23, 
1864. 
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Figure 37.  Cover addressed to S. W. Holladay, Attorney at Law in San 
Francisco.  Wells Fargo Nevada oval is dated July 11.  Langton Star City 
oval ties Humboldt Express stamp.  Enclosed 1863 Star City correspondence 
confirms the year. (courtesy H. R. Harmer Auctions, Inc.) 

Figure 38.  Example of a faked use of a Humboldt Express stamp on cover, addressed to 
San Francisco via Downieville.  Per Langton's ads in the Humboldt Register, outbound 
Langton Humboldt Express letters addressed to California were taken either to Carson 
City, Nevada City (Cal.) or Marysville, (Cal.), with Virginia City being the fourth location 
where Langton was "connecting with RELIABLE EXPRESSES to all parts of California, 
the Atlantic States and Europe."  The letters did not pass through Downieville while 
enroute.  The LANGTON EXPRESS / DOWNIEVILLE handstamp (Thomas LAN-111) 
on the envelope indicium was used during the mid-1850's, and had been replaced with a 
Langton Downieville handstamp of different design long before 1863, when the Humboldt 
Express stamps were being used.  Also, the U10 envelope had been superseded by a 
succession of later government envelopes by late Spring/Summer of 1863, when the 
Humboldt Express stamps were in use.  



27 

Western Express       March, 2020 

 

There are a number of suspicious, or outright faked, 
Humboldt Express adhesive stamp covers.  An 
example is shown as Figure 38 (prior page).   
 
There are at least two dozen used Humboldt stamps 
off cover.  A majority show portions of the Langton 
Express ovals of Unionville or Star City (an 
example is shown in Figure 39).  Most others have a 
manuscript line or an “X”, except four, importantly, 
which have a “May 12” manuscript date (Rumsey 
Sale 44, Lot 2067), a “May 21” manuscript date 
(Rumsey Sale 26, lot 2107), a “May 22” manuscript 
date (Siegel Sale 875, lot 1210) and a “Jun 7/63” 
manuscript date (Rumsey Sale 26, Lot 2106) 
 
The first three covers listed in the Appendix have 
genuine contemporary addresses of Bidwells Bar, 
California.  The Bidwells Bar address on the fourth 
cover listed in the Appendix is a fictitious, non-
contemporary address added by the individual who 
"restored" this cover.  The genuine portion of this 
cover consists only of the upper one-third of the 
cover, a horizontal strip containing the envelope 
indicium, the Humboldt Express stamp and the 
Langton printed frank.  The fabricated lower two-
thirds of the cover, containing the non-
contemporary address reading "A. B. Preston Esq / 
Bidwells Bar / California," was joined with the 
upper strip (along with all rear back flaps) to create 
a complete cover.  The three genuine intact covers 

bearing Bidwells Bar addresses were likely carried 
to Marysville from Unionville and Star City, where 
they were turned over to the "Care of Capt. Singer 
(former expressman William E. Singer)," who 
conveyed the covers from Marysville to Bidwells 
Bar.  Langton did not have a direct service to 
Bidwells Bar/Oroville.  Bidwells Bar was located 
approximately 6.5 miles east-northeast of Oroville.  
Bidwells Bar was the second county seat of Butte 
County, but in 1863 only had a few hundred people.  
The Borza and Holladay covers are addressed to 
Placerville and San Francisco, which are clearly 
outside the Langton Pioneer Express territory, and 
show Wells Fargo connection at Nevada City, 
California. 
 
This brings us to two covers which also have Wells 
Fargo ovals applied as conjunctive cancels:  1) the 
cover addressed to S. Goodman / San Francisco and, 
2) the cover addressed to Charles S. Lott / Oroville.  
The first cover, addressed to S. Goodman in San 
Francisco, has a blue Wells Fargo Nevada (City), 
California handstamp dated June 13th.  The red 
Langton's oval on the cover is that of Forest City, 
California, and there are no other markings, either 
handstamped or manuscript, on the cover indicating 
that the cover originated anywhere in Nevada 
Territory.  And, at least one other cover from the 
Goodman correspondence, which is also addressed 
to Goodman in San Francisco, and also bears a red 
Langton's handstamp of Forest City, California and 
a blue Wells Fargo connecting handstamp of 
Nevada (City), California, but without a Humboldt 
Express stamp is known to collectors.  This cover 
obviously originated in or near Forest City, and 
Langton carried it from Forest City to Nevada City, 
where it was then consigned to Wells Fargo & Co.'s 
Express, who carried it to San Francisco.  The 
existence of this cover calls the Goodman cover 
bearing the Humboldt Express stamp into question, 
and a careful re-evaluation of that cover is 
warranted.  The cover is listed as Outbound #8 in 
the Appendix. 
 
Interestingly, the second cover, addressed to Charles 
S. Lott in Oroville, California, has the Humboldt 
Express stamp applied to a Wells Fargo franked 
envelope.  It has been argued that this unusual 
franking represents the genuine use of a Wells 
Fargo franked envelope initially obtained by 
Langton's Unionville agent, to which the red 
Langton's Unionville handstamp was first applied as 
a precancel, after which the Humboldt Express 

Figure 39.  Most off-cover Humboldt Express stamps show 
portions of Langton Express handstamp ovals for Unionville 
or Star City.  A Star City example is shown here (greatly 
enlarged to show detail). 
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 stamp was affixed (partly over the Unionville oval), 
and was then precanceled with the red Langton's 
"PAID" handstamp, tying the Humboldt Express 
stamp to the cover.  The converted envelope was 
subsequently sold to a patron, who addressed it to 
Lott in Oroville, and Langton's Humboldt Express 
then carried the letter from Unionville to Carson 
City, where it was turned over to Wells, Fargo & 
Co., whose agent or letter clerk applied the Wells 
Fargo Carson City connecting handstamp before 
dispatching the letter onward to California.  Because 
the foregoing scenario has a great deal of 
complexity involved, and because in the case of this 
cover a Langton franked envelope was not used (the 
Langton Humboldt Express stamp itself reads, "25 
CENTS to 1/2 OZ. ENCLOSED IN OUR 
FRANKS," not Wells, Fargo & Co.'s franks), 
questions as to this cover's authenticity have arisen.  
The cover is listed as Outbound #7 in the Appendix. 
 
Beyond those covers shown in the Appendix, at 
least five additional covers exist that have Humboldt 
Express stamps attached.  If markings are present on 
these covers, they do not show clear Nevada 
Territory service, and are therefore suspect  An 
example of such a cover was shown previously as 
Figure 38.   
 
Let us assume that the period of use for the Langton 
Humboldt Express stamp was from May through 
September, 1863.  This was a period of booming 
mining camps.  Langton likely anticipated Wells 
Fargo’s probable entry into the Humboldt market.  
And if he was to preserve his niche, it was time to 
act.  Thus, Langton created the Humboldt Express 
stamps for use in his special service.   
 
We do not know what discussions Langton may 
have had with Wells Fargo.  What were the issues?  
The Humboldt adhesive stamps primarily appear on 
outbound covers from the Humboldt area, not on 
covers addressed to Humboldt (except the Wiltsee 
cover listed in the Appendix as #9).  Also, there are 
outbound Langton covers from Humboldt without 
Humboldt Express stamps.  Letters to Humboldt 
were coming from everywhere. How would 
Langton's 25 cent express surcharge fee get paid? A 
collect charge would have been unpopular. As noted 
in the July 10, 1863 ad in the Virginia Evening 
Bulletin, in addition to the letters of Langton's 
Pioneer Express, the U.S. Mail was also being 
carried by Langton, and Langton's carriage of the 
U.S. Mail may have prohibited the addition of a 
surcharge on any incoming mail. However, the 
Langton Humboldt stamp would have allowed him to 

clearly differentiate outgoing Langton Humboldt 
Express mail from U.S. Mail, and the Humboldt 
Express could provide faster/special outbound 
service to California. California was the destination 
for the existing genuine outbound covers. 
 
It should be noted that the Humboldt Register does 
not mention special California express service or the 
Humboldt Express stamps.  Thus, the service was 
apparently provided by the Unionville and Star City 
Pioneer Express Offices without a lot of publicity. 
 
Surprisingly, with the entry of Wells Fargo, the 
October 3, 1863 Humboldt Register reported that 
Langton & Co. have “quit staging and expressing 
between this [city] and Virginia.  Took their stock off 
Friday.  This leaves us Wells Fargo & Co.’s Express, 
by Overland Mail Co.’s stages, Don’t know what 
arrangement has been made for carrying the mail.”  
Why Langton abandoned Humboldt service is 
unclear.  Instead, he focused on Washoe and the 
northern Sierra in California in the months ahead. 
 
The October 17, 1863 Humboldt Register reported: 
“Langton & Co. contemplate a return to the 
Humboldt route – running a pony for the present, we 
understand.” “We have yet no mail arrangements 
since the withdrawal of Langton’s stages…Mails are 
still accumulating at Carson.” 
 
The October 24, 1863 Humboldt Register still 
reported, “No Mail Yet. Tons of mail matter 
accumulating at Carson for the post offices in this 
county, and no way of getting it.  People here would 
willingly pay a round sum to be relieved of the 
suspense…. The overland mail company, we 
understand refuses to carry unless pay is guaran-
teed,” 
 
It was not until December that the issue was 
resolved.  The December 12, 1863, issue of the 
Humboldt Register reported, “The Mail. Under 
arrangements between Postmaster Strong and Wells, 
Fargo & Co., the mail will be carried by that 
company for the present, at 25 cents per pound…” 
 
Langton & Co. had also been going to Reese River 
(Austin), Nevada Territory.  The October 30, 1863, 
issue of the Gold Hill Daily News noted:  “The rush 
of people to Reese is abating to a considerable 
extent, and Langton & Co. have hauled off their line 
of stages to that point.  Freights, however, seem to 
increase as the season advances.”  Langton cut 
service not only to Humboldt District but to the 
Reese River District in central Nevada as well.   
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Despite the continuation of the Marysville Daily 
Appeal ads (relative to Langton's Humboldt service) 
into November of 1864, there is little further mention 
of Langton and the Humboldt in the Gold Hill Daily 
News or the Virginia Evening Bulletin.  The 
November 18, 1863, issue of the Gold Hill Daily 
News announced that “the office of Langton’s Express 
has been removed to Mr. Montminy’s new brick 
store, east side of Main Street, Gold Hill, where all 
persons having business with this old-established 
Express, which forwards letters and packages to all 
parts of the Washoe country, and the central part of 
California can call.”  A new ad (Figure 40) appeared 
in the News the next day, November 19th, announcing 
service from Gold Hill leaving at 9 o’clock A.M. and 
2 o’clock P.M. for Carson City, Silver City, Dayton 
and Empire City, returning the same day; and for 
Virginia, Downieville, Nevada, San Juan, Marysville, 
and all the principal places in Sierra, Plumas, Nevada, 
and Yuba counties, California.  That ad continued to 
July 6, 1864. 
 
The November 28, 1863 issue of the Gold Hill Daily 
News announced that: “Langton & Co. are fitting up a 
large and splendid new office in the Enterprise 
building [Virginia City], in a style that will compare 
favorably with any office of the kind on the Pacific 
Coast, and we are informed that they expect to occupy 
it on Monday or Tuesday next.”  With new offices in 
Gold Hill and Virginia City, the Langton & Co. 
business overall was clearly quite good. 
 
During this time, there was debate at the Nevada 
Constitutional Convention as to the proposed name of 
the new state (admitted October 31, 1864).  The 
Committee recommended “Washoe” rather than 
“Nevada.”  In the discussion, it was argued that they 

were both “foreign” words, the definitions of which 
were not well known.  The argument for Washoe was 
that it had been the originally recognized name of the 
region.  But in the end “Nevada” was chosen.  Other 
suggested names were “Esmeralda” and “Humboldt.” 
 
The May 1, 1864, issue of the San Francisco Daily 
Alta California noted, “that there are a great many 
persons from California at Virginia City, unable to get 
to Humboldt for want of stage accommodations, and 
that the Overland Stage Company is doing everything 
in its power against this place by turning as many as 
possible towards Reese River.  One thing is certain, 
they only run a small mud wagon once a week – not 
so large nor so commodious as the stage running from 
this city to Dunglen.  I hope Langton & Co. will do 
better.”  
 
Langton did try to resume service to Humboldt.  In 
the June 25, 1864, issue of the Humboldt Register, “S. 
W. Langton called on us this week, being out to 
arrange agencies and other matters, preparatory to 
entering upon the performance of mail service for 
which he is under contract with the government.  He 
will run a pony line for the present, carrying mail and 
express packages.  Will afford later dates than we get 
at present, and expects, when times improve, to come 
in with passenger wagons.  The Unionville agency is 
at Freeman’s Hotel, Star at the post office, and L. C. 
Pease is agent at Humboldt City.”  On July 9th the 
Register reported that Langton’s pony service was 
arriving three times a week with mail.  Langton's tri-
weekly pony line commenced operations on July 4, 
1864, and suspended operations during the first week 
of August.  Some have looked to this period for the 
use of the Humboldt Express stamp.  It can be seen, 
however, that the operational period is too short, not 
allowing May or June usages.  And, there was less a 
boom atmosphere in mid-1864, as noted by Langton’s 
reluctance to immediately start passenger service.  
Also, telegraph service arrived at Unionville in 1864, 
followed by a recession year in 1865.  And, one has 
the complexity of Langton again being under a 
government mail contract. 

Figure 41.  Gold Hill News postmaster’s ad beginning 
July 20, l864, linking Langton Express to US mail. 

Figure 40.  Ad beginning November 19, 1863, in the 
Gold Hill News announcing move to new quarters in 
Gold Hill for Langton’s Pioneer Express.  The ad 
continued to July 6, 1864. 
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An ad starting July 20, 1864, in the Gold Hill Daily 
News from O. H. Platt, the Gold Hill Postmaster, 
noted the arrival of California Mails, per Pioneer 
Stages, at 4 o’clock A.M. and Overland and 
Territorial Mails, per Langton’s, at 5 P.M (Figure 41, 
prior page).  So Langton involvement with the U.S. 
Mail was not just Humboldt.  The U.S. mail contract 
likely adds difficulties for a separate Langton’s 
Express mail. 
 
 
The End of Langton’s Express 
 
Articles in multiple newspapers beginning August 
13, 1864, report on the accident of Samuel Langton.  
From the Gold Hill Daily News, “Mr. Samuel 
Langton, well-known in connection with Langton’s 
Express Company, met with a terrible accident last 
night near Silver City.  In endeavoring to pass with 
his sulky an ox team heavily loaded with lumber, he 
was caught against the bank, his sulky crushed and 
himself thrown beneath the wheels of the wagon.  
His right leg was crushed so terribly that amputation 
was required and the operation was performed by 
Dr. Tjader, of Carson.  Mr. Langton lies at the 
Golden Gate in great suffering.”  On August 25th the 
Gold Hill News reported that “This gentlemen died 
yesterday morning, from wounds received near 
Silver City, about a week ago, when he was run 
over by a heavy team with which he came into 
collision.  Mr. Langton was well known here and in 
California as the founder and head of the express 
firm of Langton & Co.  Mr. Langton leaves a wife, 
three children, a mother and a brother, with a host of 
old friends and acquaintances to mourn his untimely 
death.  His body was yesterday morning removed to 
Carson, and to-day consigned to its long resting 
place – being buried under the auspices of the Order 
of Masons.”  The Marysville Daily Appeal of 
Friday, August 26th noted that he died Wednesday 
morning at 5 o’clock.  The deceased was about 35 
years of age.  “Though he leaves a wife and family, 
it is consolation to know that the kind father 
provided for their wants in case of mishap by 
securing a life policy of $5000.” 
 
Langton’s Express continued to be run by his 
family.  In the March 7, 1865, issue of the 
Marysville Daily Appeal there is an article about 
mountain trout.  “We acknowledge through 
Langton’s Express, and especial care of A. T. 
Langton, of Downieville, the receipt of a box 

containing precious contents – nothing less than a 
dozen beautiful mountain trout, from Gold Lake, a 
few miles from Downieville.  A note accompanies 
this palatable and very acceptable present saying: 
‘The trout are sent by Col. Douglass, the Gold Lake 
fisherman.  He supplies our market, and will be 
pleased to fill orders coming to him from your city,’ 
Epicures will please take notice.”  A note in the 
March 24th issue acknowledges that “Langton’s 
Express continues to favor us with Nevada papers.” 
 
Langton’s Express was cooperating with new 
service to Idaho.  In the Gold Hill Daily News of 
April 7, 1865, “Hill Beachy will start his line of 
Coaches from Virginia next Monday, for the 
northern country via Ruby City to Idaho and 
Montana.  There are but seven or eight seats 
untaken, and this is the best opportunity to engage 
passage with a large crowd, so as to be secure from 
the attack of any band of Indians.  Bob Lowery at 
Langton’s Express office, Virginia, will furnish full 
information to any party desiring to procure 
passage.” 
 
An ad in the July 26, 1865, issue of the Gold Hill 
Daily News announced:  “For Rent.  A splendid new 
fire-proof store, situated on Main street, in the 
business part of Gold Hill, and now occupied by A. 
Montminy, and Langton’s Express is for rent, with 
all its fixtures.  For further particulars, inquire of A. 
Montminy at the store.”  That ad last appeared in the 
August 29, 1865 issue. 
 

Figure 42.  Last Langton Pioneer Express ad which 
began November 25, 1865 and continued to December 
31, 1865, announcing the purchase of Langton’s 
Pioneer Express by Lamping and Company and a 
card of thanks by Mrs. S. W. Langton. 
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In the October 5th issue of the Gold Hill Daily News 
it was reported that Wells Fargo & Co. had 
purchased from Langton & Co. “the route from 
Marysville to Timbuctoo, French Corral, Sweetland, 
North San Juan, Nevada City and thence to 
Virginia.” 
 
Finally in the November 25, 1865 issue of the 
Marysville Daily Appeal, “Messrs. Lamping & Co. 
have purchased Langton & Co.’s Express, and will 
hereafter conduct the business in all its branches on 
the routes now occupied by the ‘Pioneer Express.’  
Every effort will be made to merit the favors and 
patronage of the public.  We are under many 
obligations to Langton’s Express Company, and 
cannot but feel friendly to its successor; expressing 
the wish that it may meet with great success.”  An 
ad combining a notice from Mrs. S. W. Langton, 
and the announcement of the purchase by P. A. 
Lamping & Co. began November 25th and continued 
to December 31, 1865 (Figure 42, prior page). 
 
Conclusion 
 
S. W. Langton was a very successful express 
operator.  He entered directly with the Humboldt 
market in the Fall of 1862.  The most probable use of 
the Humboldt Express stamp was from May to 
September of 1863, for special service to California.  
His life and career were cut short in August, 1864, in 
an unfortunate accident in Silver City.  While the 
family tried, they were not able to sustain the 
business. 
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 Appendix I 
Census of Langton’s Humboldt Express Stamped Covers 

Outbound #1 Outbound #2 

Langton’s Unionville blue oval Langton’s Unionville blue oval 

J. S. Bendle Esq., Bidwell’s Bar, Butte Co., Cal. 
“Care of Capt. Singer” 

J. S. Bendle Esq., Bidwell’s Bar, Butte County, Cal. 
“Care of Capt. Singer” 

U34 with Langton’s printed frank; stamp upside down  U34 with Langton’s printed frank; stamp tilted to left 

Ex-Brown Moody, Simpson, Hertz; 
Most recent = R. A. Siegel Sale 989, lot #25 

Ex-C.E. Chapman, Caspary, Nathan, Walske; 
Most recent = R. A. Siegel Sale 1191, lot # 2100 

Outbound #3 Outbound #4 

Langton’s Star City blue oval Langton’s Unionville blue oval 

J. S. Bendle Esq., Bidwell’s Bar, Butte County, Cal. 
“Care of Capt. Singer” A. B. Preston, Esq, Bidwell’s Bar, California 

U35 with Langton’s printed frank  U35 top half of cover with Langton’s printed frank; 
Repaired cover fragment with added  
bottom half of cover and back flaps 

Ex-Dale-Lichtenstein, Kramer 
Most recent = Rumsey Auctions, Sale 79, lot #3368 Most recent = R. A. Siegel Sale 797, lot #1974 
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 Appendix I (Continued) 
Census of Langton’s Humboldt Express Stamped Covers 

Outbound #7 Outbound #8 (likely fake) 

Langton’s Unionville red oval with Paid oval Langton’s Forest City red oval 

Charles L. Lott, Oroville, California S. Goodman, No. 410 Sac. St., San Francisco 

U34 with Wells Fargo printed frank;  
Wells Fargo Carson City May 11 blue oval 

Stamp placed tilted slightly to left and over right  
portion of Langton’s frank;  

Wells Fargo June 15 Nevada oval 
Forest City oval makes this usage impossible  

Ex-Haas, Edwards, Kuphal 
Most recent = R. A Siegel, Sale 925, lot #1130 Most recent = Shreve’s Sale Jan 20, 1996 

Outbound #5 Outbound #6 

Langton’s Star City blue oval Langton’s Star City blue oval 

Mr. G. F. Del Borza, Placerville, Cal. S. W. Holladay, Esq., Atty at Law, San Francisco, Cal 

U34 with Langton’s printed frank;  
Wells Fargo Nevada June 10 blue oval  

U34 with Langton’s printed frank; 3¢ 1861 tied by 
“Paid” cancel; Wells Fargo Nevada Jul 11 blue oval; 

with 1863 Star City correspondence enclosed 

Ex-Jessup, Hawley, Polland, Jacobitz; 
Recent = H. R. Harmers, June, 2019 

Ex-Hall, Kapiloff; 
Most recent = H. R. Harmer, Inc., Feb, 1973 
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 Appendix I (Continued) 
Census of Langton’s Humboldt Express Stamped Covers 

Inbound #1 

Langton’s San Juan blue oval on paste-up 

Frank Clark, Starr City, N.T. 

U35 with Langton’s printed frank; paste-up 
“GDD July 27” manuscript on stamp; 

[Note: George D. Dornin was Langton’s agent at 
North San Juan] 

Union patriotic with Langton’s Virginia City  oval 

Wiltsee Collection; Panel 71,  
Wells Fargo Bank Museum 

An example of a cover illustrated and discussed in Macdonald’s “Stage Coaches 
and Stations - Western Washington.”   

“Stage Coaches and Stations – Western 
Washington”, by Joseph  Macdonald.  4th in a 
series - Previous Macdonald “Stage Coaches and 
Stations” books include “Eastern Oregon”, 
“Western Oregon”, and “Eastern Washington”, 
varying between 130 and 189 pages.  Adhesive 
bound in paperback, published by Alan Patera, 
Western Places, P.O. Box 2093, Lake Oswego, OR 
97035. patera@teleport.com – Price: $30 for a 
single volume, $50 for two volumes, $90 for all 
four volumes – plus $3.00 
shipping on all orders. 
 
Author properly asserts 
that stage line operators 
could not normally exist 
without a post office 
contract.  This series, 
organized by stage station 
(normally a town name), 
describes the stagecoach 
postal routes from each 
station.  Included are 
excellent newspaper and 
post office references for 
route numbers, names of 
contractors, and terms of 
contract.  Well illustrated 
and with an invaluable 
index of numbered postal 
routes and contractors, the 

period covered is from the late 1840s until about 
1920.  Postal history consists of routes, rates and 
markings.  Routes involve means of conveyance, 
names of contractors and their route numbers, 
information not readily available in most books.  In 
this reviewer’s opinion, these books are indispensa-
ble for anyone collecting Pacific Northwest postal 
history. 
 
Dale Forster, WCS Director, February, 2020 

Book Review:  “Stage Coaches and Stations - Western Washington” 
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In my book American Illustrated Letter Stationery 
1819-1899, Chapter 6 is a complete list of all known 
designs of illustrated California lettersheets.  The 
text includes the listings given by Joseph A. Baird, 
Jr. using Baird’s numbers for describing each design 
and I illustrated over 60 different types.  Figure 6-19 

is the sheet “Hutching’s California Scenes - The 
California Indians.”  A new example of that 
lettersheet is shown in Figure 1.  It is printed in 
black on blue paper with the inprint of James M. 
Hutchings with an 1854 copyright date.  The sheet 
is used and contains a two page letter of  J. Meister, 

California Illustrated Lettersheet Sent as a Stampless Cover 
By James W. Milgram, M.D. 

 
Figure 1.  Cropped portion from top (above) and bottom (below) of a new example of the “Hutchings California Scenes 
- The California Indians.” lettersheet printed in black on blue paper (1854 copyright date).   
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Goodyears Bar, Sierra Co., California with date of   
14th May 1855.  The letter is mostly about his 
brother’s decision to become a plumber but includes 
the following.   
 

Dear Arnold and Louise 
 
….I think next winter when our luck wills it, 
our financial difficulties will ease up and we 
will be able to move more freely.  Together 
with some other men, I will built a dam 
(Wingdam) in the Yuba river.  I had the 
intention to let you come to California later 
on but I decided against it because it would be 
too hard a life for you… 
 
J. Meister 

 
However, the reason for writing this article is not 
about the contents of the letter.  It is the fact that this 
lettersheet was folded into a stampless cover, 
addressed and sealed with a red wax seal.  Figure 2 
shows the cover portion of the reverse side of the 
four page lettersheet.  There is a red 
“GOODYEARS BAR CAL MAY 28”, “PAID”, 
and “10” with address to Mr. A Meister, Herman, 
Gasconade Co., Missouri.  This is the only folded 
and postmarked lettersheet usage of which I am 
aware.  There were no such examples in the Clifford 

collection, nor in the Risvold collection.  Even 
usages with the original envelope are rare, but it 
appears that most of these lettersheets were mailed 
in envelopes.  Figure 6-18 in my book shows 
“HOW THE CALIFORNIA MINES ARE 
WORKED” lettersheet, Baird 104, which was 
mailed in an illustrated “MINING SCENE” 
envelope with manuscript “Spanish Flat Cal Jan 13” 
and “Paid 6¢”.  I have the same sheet in an envelope 
postmarked “Don Pecos Bar Sept 27 Cal. Paid 6”.  
The letter was dated 1854.  But, I have never seen 
the original sheet folded into a cover before.  I 
wonder if other readers have seen similar examples. 
 

∞§∞§∞§∞§∞  

Figure 2.  The stampless folded cover created from the four page lettersheet 
shown in Figure 1, postmarked “GOODYEARS BAR CAL MAY 28” in red, 
with matching “PAID” and “10” rate markings.   
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Bob Myerson’s son, Jim, supplied us with this old composite photo, which is virtually a who’s who of the 
early Western Cover Society.  Bob is the gentleman in top hat at the center of the picture, presumably 
after the acquisition of a large western cover collection, based upon his smile.  Others in the image are:  
on the roof, Polland, Ponnay, Nathan, Pemberton, Oakley, Hanson, Clary, Gore, Dike, Clifford, Baker 
and Paige; standing in the back are Hertz, Hackett and Goodman; in the front are Chaloner and Jessup.   
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They are not uncommon, these navy blue covered 
little books (Figure 1) with many pages that are 
titled on the front:  
 

“GREGORY’S EXPRESS POCKET 
LETTER BOOK designed to facilitate 
correspondence between cities and towns, and 
the mining districts in California, and all parts 
of the United States.  This book is made of the 
finest letter paper, and of the size of a folded 
letter, which, with an envelope, will not 
exceed the weight of a single letter, and is 
more convenient than paper in sheets.  It will 
found advantageous to write across both 
pages.”   

 

Below this is the printed information “Joseph W 
Gregory, “Gregory’s United States and California 
Express”, 280 Montgomery Street, San Francisco.  
Thompson & Hitchcock 149 Pearl St., New-York, 
1851/ Nesbitt & Co. Stationers, N.Y.”  
 
On the inside cover shown in Figure 2 (following 
page) is advertising about the services of the express 
and how to address an envelope to a mercantile 
address or well-known residents in San Francisco 
from Thompson & Hitchcock, who are the New 
York agents for J.W. Gregory.  On the inside of the 
back cover is an 1851 calendar.  On the outside of 
the back cover is information about the express 
company with a list of offices and agents. 
 
This example of the letter book contains a letter 
utilizing all pages with signature on the calendar 
page.  The transcription of the letter follows (with 
spelling in kind, and some paragraph breaks added 
to facilitate ease of reading).   
 
 

Sacramento May 11, 1851 
 
My Dear Nancy   
 
I embrace this favorable opportunity of 
informing you  that  I am well thanks be to the 
grate Creator  whoos flour in such abundance 
upon us all and hoping this Silent Messenger 
will find you and our dear children injoying 
the same blessing and by the arrival of the 
last mail, I rec your kind letter dated March 
12, 51 which gave me much pleasure to larn  
that you ware all well and believe Nancy it 
afords me now [no] little satisfaction to larn 
that you have gathered as much fortitude as it 
appears you have and that time is passing off 
easier than it has formerly with you.  I have 
now doubt that you are lonesome but Nancy 
remember I have the same room to speak of 
lonliness or perhaps more than you having no 
relatives and but few intimate acquaintances 
in the Land.   
 
I have not for the last five months saw a sole 
that I was intimate with at home except Gipe.  
I saw him a few days since he was well and is 
going into the hay buisness and if helth 

Contents of the Cover - Gregory’s Express Pocket Letter Book 
By James W. Milgram, M.D. 

Figure 1.  A Gregory’s Express Pocket Letter Book, 
in blue.  While not particularly scarce in un-used 
condition, finding these little books filled out is much 
more challenging.   
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permits thare is now doubt but that he will 
make money.  He declares that he never will 
go home with less than two or three thousand 
Dolls if it should take him ten years to make it  
 
I have no account of Egan since he left and 
now not what to think of it if he is alive he is 
bound to come back here  the most of his 
cloths are here and I think that the man we 
worked for last fall ows Billy 65 Dolls  I think 
it strange that I don’t get some account from 
him  I have not herd anything either on Larkin 
for some time   
 
I continue at smithing and the partnership 
with the man I spoke of in my last letter tho 
business has been very slack all the month of 
April.  But now the rainy season is entirely 
over and work in our line is gradually 
increasing.  I think that in a few weeks we will 

have as much work as we will be able to 
attend to.  We have two first rate sets of tools 
and if the work is to be done we are prepared 
to do a grate deal of it.   
 
I am truly glad to larn that Bill Eliot is 
comeing to California and shall be much 
better placed to give him a job of work when 
he comes.  I shall look for him about the first 
of next month….Thare are a grate many 
people comeing to California by water by the 
way of New York and New Orleans and 
several of them have told me that they came 
threw to San Francisco in 35 days and unless 
Wiley [Sullivan] has taken a sailor [sail 
vessel] and gone around Cape Horn he is 
certainly a long time on the way.   
 
California has ben recently visited by a 
destroyer which has laid three of her principle 

Figure 2.  Inside front cover of the Gregory’s Pocket Letter Book shown in Figure 1, with 
letter datelined “Sacramento 1851 May 11th”.  The full transcription of the letter is 
contained in this article.   
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 citys in a heap of smoldering ashes [fires]  The 
first was San Francisco about two-thirds of the 
entire city was burned.  The next was Stogtan 
[Stockton] a large commertial city situated on 
the San Wakean River the entire city was 
burned excepting only the scattering buildings, 
buildings in the out skirts of the city  the losses 
in Stogdon is estimated at one Milian of Dolls  
the losses at San Francisco I don’t now but it 
is 4 or 5 tiems that amount   the next is nevada 
City tho Nevada City was burned some 3 or 4 
weeks since but San Francisco and Stogdan 
were boath burned last week.  The loss of 
Merchantdice and provisions has caused 
considerable advance in prices.  Some articles 
have Risen one hundred per cent tho this stat 
of things cant be of long duration  its supposed 
that thare is provisions enough in the Bay to 
last all California two years besides what is 
dayly comeing in    
 
while speaking of losses I will speak a little 
about my own in crossing a desert in comeing 
to California  new to immigration…I put my 
coat that I left home with in the back part of 
the wagon and it jolted out and was lost so last 
fall about the commencement of the wet season 
I bot a heavy Blanket coat at $14  yesterday 
when I went down to work I bring up my coat 
as usual in the shop and it hung thare all day  
the evening being warm I went just across the 
street to supper and whilst I was gone some 
thief took my coat and my old pocket Book and 
14 letters that was in the pocket book 9 from 
you 3 from Mrs. Egan to Mr. Egan one from 
Caper to John Hill one a dead letter that I had 
taken out of the office that belongd to some 
other person of my name that I Intended to put 
in the office again  however it does all not 
amount to much and if I meet with nothing else 
I will come of[f] safe    
 
 
You asked in your letter some time since how I 
like this country  So far as the Country is 
concerned I have but little objection   the 
Climate is certainly the most helthy and 
plesant Climate that I ever was in   I have not 
saw a spil of snow since I have bin in 
California tho the snow can be seen on the 
surrounding mountains at allmost all season of 
the year nether does the summer become 
extremely hot or not hotter than many of the 
summer days at home a grate deal of 
vedgitation grows beter here than any country 

I was in  I have seen here the largest Lettuce 
the largest turnips and as good Irish potatoes 
and as fine Cabidg and tomatoes as I ever saw 
in any country  Vines of all kinds grow well 
here  I have seen larger mellons in Ohio than 
here but not better pumpkins grow extremely 
well here  Wheat and Barly grow here better 
than in Missouri  Oats in many grows 
spontaneous and often yields a beter crop than 
in Mo.  when cultivated nearly all the products 
of the country grows as well or better here 
than they do at home except corn  the dry 
season is too long for corn to do much good 
tho thare is plenty corn and corn meal in the 
market but it is shipt here principly from Chili 
and the most of the Flower is shipt from Chili 
also    
 
the gratest objection to this country so far as I 
have seen is the scarcity of timber and the 
indiferance of drinking water   the well water 
in most places unless  very constant through 
the long water courses is very brackish  I have 
drank some that was so salty that I could 
scarcely get it down   the well water in this city 
is as good as I would wish to drink and thar is 
in many places excellent springs though 
generally not very cold  the Fatest Beef I ever 
seen is in California and thare is as many fat 
slick horses and mules in proportion to thare 
number as those in any country and a poor hog 
I have not seen since I left Mo. and those 
animals are all fed on wild grass and wild Hay  
work horses and mules are fed a little grain 
but not half what we feed at home and yet they 
keep fat by feeding a plenty of hay   horses will 
stand more hard work and hard riding here by 
far than they can at home  they don’t sweat 
half so much here as they do thare    
The teamsters drive as rappid as the stage 
drivers on our eastern turnpikes  we very 
seldom ever see any person on horsback ether 
man or woman but what is in the lope and very 
often at full speed as far as they can be seen    
 
I prezume I have said enough about the 
country &c for the present but Nancy if you 
and the children were all here I would like the 
country so well that I would not leave it until I 
had money anough to make us eazy the 
balance of our time and I think if you ware 
here that you would feel just as I do but you 
are not here and I have but little Idea of 
making money enough to bring you here by 
water between this and fall so I shall content 
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 my self by making what I can and comeing 
home in the fall if God spares me helth and 
strength I shall come hom let me have much or 
little I will send you some fifty or one hundred 
Dollars by the first of July Mail so that you 
may get it in time to lay in your winters 
necessarys  I am sory that I did not direct you 
to sow the most of your ground in oats   I fear 
that corn will require more attendance than 
you will be able to give it and as for your self I 
had rather you would have nothing to do with 
it   if the children can make any thing out of it 
it will be well if not let it gow… 
 
25th May Ad 1851   
 
Dear Wife I now recommence the filling of this 
little narative and am hapy to say to you that at 
the time I was riting two weeks ago that Wm. 
Egan and young Larkin happened in 
Sacraminto which was the cause of my not 
finishing and sending this letter to you by the 
last mail which left the 14 Inst but now  
 
I have a little more news for you and our 
Neighbors  Larkin in company with Bob 
Jeffreys and others left here for hom on the 
13th of May and I hope he will get home safe  
Wm staid here one full week and then left 
again for Salmon River  he send a draft to Mrs 
Egan on Page & Bacon for two hundred 
Dollars which will leave this Mail May 31 and 
also he left a douplicate with me for the same 
amount and the same money which I am to 
send to her by Mail which leaves on the 14th 
June   this second Douplicate is sent in order 
that she may get the money if in case the first 
one should be lost  Dear wife  
 
I am sory to announce the Death of Aaron 
French but as I have it you get it   I am told 
that on Saturday one week ago that he in Co 
with others ware riding races for sport  the 
Girth of Aarons saddle broke and Aaron was 
thrown off   he died last Tuesday or wensday  
Wm left here last Monday and I am told that he 
was home in time to see Aaron Die   he lived 
about 35 miles from here up the Sacramento  I 
am told that he never spoke after he got the fall  
Aaron was worth some money and property  
how they will fix the matr I dont now but would 
be glad his poor old Father would get his 
portion  I get my information from one of 
Aarons near Neighbours and I have no reason 
to dought the facts as above.   

I herd from Patrick a few days since  he was 
well and doing better than he had done 
heretofore   he says that he was not aprised of 
Larkin going home and expressed some 
dissatisfaction   I had almost forgotten to tell 
you that I had rec your kind letter by our last 
Mail dated 16th March which came to hand 
several days less than two months  
 
…personal…Nancy I have nothing farther of 
information to rite at this time  you may expect 
an other in two weeks from this time.  Rite as 
soon as this comes to hand….Nancy you spoke 
of looking for me about the first of December 
but …if the Lord spares my helth and strength 
I shall leave here this fall and when I start I 
shall get home as fast as posible  I don’t now 
exactly what time I shall start home  it will 
depend some what on the buisness I may be 
doing in the fall  work has bin very brisk with 
us this week and I am in hopes it will continue.  
So no more at presant but remaining your 
affectionate husband until Death.  Remember 
me to the children and kiss the baby for me   
Nancy D. Moore   Geo. W. Moore 

 
∞§∞§∞§∞§∞  
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Private James M. Finley enlisted in the U. S. Army 
June 7, 1846 at Liberty, Clay County, Missouri at 
the age of 21.  He was part of the 1st Regiment 
Missouri Mounted Volunteers, organized to fight in 
the war with Mexico.  Finley was a part  of 
Company “C”, led by Captain O. P. Moss. 

Fortunately, Private John T. Hughes was also part of 
Company “C” and recorded the arduous 51 day 
journey from Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fe in his 
1848 book, Doniphan’s Expedition., (1) summed up 
below:   
 
It is the “Army of the West” that commands our 
immediate attention.  About the middle of May,  
1846, Governor Edwards of Missouri made a 
requisition of the state for volunteers to join the 
expedition to Santa Fe.  This  expedition was to be 
conducted by Col. Stephen W. Kearney of the 1st 
Dragoons of the United States Army. 
 
The troops designated for this service were required 
to rendezvous at Fort Leavenworth on the Missouri 
River, 22 miles north of Independence and 
Westport. 

By June 5, 1846, the volunteers began arriving at 
the fort for training.  Owing to the great distance  
across the plains, the troops would mainly be made 
up of mounted men.  They were to be known as the 
Missouri Mounted Volunteers, and they elected 
Alexander Doniphan to be their Colonel.  The entire 
regiment  of 1,358 consisted of men from various 
counties along the Missouri River.   The enlistment 
term for the volunteers was one year, or till the end 
of the war. 
 
Col. Kearny’s 1st Dragoons consisted of 300 
mounted soldiers, 12 six pound cannons, and four 
12 pound howitzers. 
 
On June 18, the full company was formed, and were 
ready to depart when a group ladies from Liberty, 
Missouri and its vicinity arrived and deputized John 
T. Hughes as one of their number, to present a flag 
to the volunteers from Clay County and their  
Commander, Capt. Oliver Perry Moss.  
 
The first stop at the beginning of this long march 
was Council Grove, a place remarkable in the 
history of the Santa Fe trade as a general rendezvous 
for traders, trappers and mountaineers. The 
company spent two days in this well-timbered area 
about one mile in width along the Neosho river 
about 150 miles from the Missouri frontier. 
 
“July 29th.  Crossed the Arkansas River and camped 
in Mexican territory eight miles below Bent’s Fort.  
A great degree of vigilance became necessary to 
guard against the cunning of the Comanche’s whose 
country we had invaded. 
 
The horses by the order of the Colonel were turned 
loose upon the  prairie to graze, under a strong 
guard, a few of them only being tethered.  At first a 
few of them took fright at an Indian or perhaps 
prowling wolves, which by degrees was communi-
cated to the others until the whole caballada [herd] 
took a general estampeda, [stampede] and 
scampered over the plain in furious manner.  This 
was a scene of wildest and most terrible confusion. 
 
A thousand horses were dashing over the prairie 
without riders, enraged and driven to madness and 
desperation by the iron pickets and the lariats which 

Tales from the Trail - The Mexican War 
By David F. New 

Figure 1.  Sketch of a “Missouri Volunteer” from  
the 1846-1849 Mexican War. (1) 
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goaded and lashed them at every step.  After great 
labor, most of them were recovered some of them 
thirty and some of them fifty miles from camp.  
About sixty five of the best horses were irrecovera-
bly lost. 
 
August 1st.  We moved up the river and encamped 
near Bent’s Fort.  Here the Colonel ordered that 21 
sick men who were unable to proceed would be left 
to recover their health.  
 
August 2nd, 1846.  The march toward Santa Fe 
resumed, we marched 24 miles this day following 
the river.  The area became very dry and sandy with 
only a few patches of prickly pear and wild sage, 
and no water.  After spending a comfortless night  
on the banks of the Arkansas river we resumed our 
march at an early hour. 
 
August 5th.  We pushed on traveling 28 miles 
during the day and passed out of the desert crossing 
over the Purgatoire river and encamped on the 
southern bank.  The lofty Cimarron and Spanish 
peaks were distinctly visible to the south  and west 
were in awful grandeur far above the clouds with 
the summits capped with eternal snow. 
 
August 7th.  At an early hour the advance was 
sounded.  Our route led up a narrow defile through 
the mountains between the Cimarron and the 
Spanish peaks called the Raton Pass.  The day’s 
march was  extremely arduous and severe on our 
teams.  Rough roads and rocky hills obstructed our 
progress.  The wagons were often hauled up the 
abrupt and declivitous spurs of the mountains by 
means of ropes and in the same manner let down on 
the opposite side.  Progressing a distance of 18 
miles. 

 
 
August 11th.  We arrived at Ocate where a limpid 
stream of fresh water was welcome and encamped 
for the night.  Here Col. Doniphan assembled his 
soldiers on the green and briefly addressed them.  
He concluded by reproving them for their 
indiscretion of wasting their ammunition upon 
game, assuring them that there were only fifteen 
pounds of cartridge in camp; that their was every 
reason to apprehend an engagement with enemy in a 
short time; that strict discipline and prompt 
obedience were essential to the safety of the  
expedition. 
 
August 14th.  Having advanced to Mora we rejoined 
Col.  Kearney.  We were now on the verge of the 
Mexican settlement.  The country was becoming fit 
for cultivation.  Droves of swine, herds of cattle and 
goats were grazing.  After a vigorous march of 
twenty five miles we were near Las Bagas [Las 
Vegas] the first Mexican village on the road. 
 
August 18th 1846.  After a tiring march of nine 
hundred miles in less then 50 days, Gen. Kearny 
with his whole command entered Santa Fe (see 
Figure 3, following page), the capital of the 
province of New Mexico, and took peaceably and 
undisputed possession of the country without the 
loss of single life or shedding of one drop of blood 
in battle, and in the name of the government of the 
United States, he planted the American flag in in the 
public square, where the stars and stripes, and the 
eagle, still stream above the Grand Palace of the 
governor.   A national salute of twenty-eight guns 
was fired from the hill east of the town by Major 
Clark’s two batteries of six pounders. 
 
At the same time the streets were filled with 
American cavalry, moving firmly and rapidly 
through the city displaying their colors.  This day 
we completed our march of twenty-nine miles, 
partly over a slippery road as heavy rain had 
fallen.” (1) 
 
Private James M. Finley and Company “C” of the 
Missouri Mounted Volunteers then ventured on to 
Sand Creek, as shown in the map of Figure 4 
(following page).  Upon arrival, Finley was able to 
mail the folded letter shown as Figure 5 (page 46), 
which is transcribed on the pages that follow 
(paragraph breaks inserted for ease of reading).   

 
 

Figure 2.  Illustration of a picketed (“picqueted”) 
horse during the march from Fort Leavenworth to 
Santa Fe. (1) 
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Figure 4.  Map showing the route (in red) taken by the “Missouri Mounted Volunteers,” led by Colonel Stephen W. 
Kearny, from Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fe, arriving August 18, 1846.  The route show in blue was that then taken by 
Private James M. Finley and Company “C” of the Volunteers from Santa Fe to Sand Creek.   

Figure 3.  Sketch of General Kearny’s expedition entering Santa Fe, August 18, 1846, 
as illustrated in Hughes’ book. (1)  
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Sand Creek Camp   August 22, 1846 
 
Dear brother 
 
As the mail leaves our camp to day, for Santafee 
I embrace the present opportunity of writing to 
you.  We arrived at Santafee on the 18th inst 
after a tedious march of 51 days.  I wrote you at 
Walnut creek I believe, since that time we have 
lain by but very little.   
 
Our Journey has been one of a very monotonous 
character since leaving Walnut creek we traveled 
about 300 miles up the Arkansas to Bents fort.  It 
is situated in a bout the same latitude as fort 
Leavenworth distant about 900 miles.  It is built 
pretty much in the form of a Arsenal near 
Liberty, of unburnt brick the wall being much 

lower there is also an additional wall covering 
about half an acre for the purpose of keeping 
their stock during the night or from being stolen 
by the Indians.  A Spaniard is always in 
attendance herding the stock and the moment 
that an enemy is discovered they are driven 
rapidly into the enclosure and the gait barred so 
that unless they are sufficiently strong to take the 
fort they are secure.   
 
On the 28th of July we camped about 10 miles 
below the fort at the mouth of the picket wire [Pvt. 
Finley refers to the Purgatory River as the “picket 
wire” throughout his letter] a considerable stream 
which rises in the Spanish Mountains about 100 
miles from where it empties into the Arkansas. It 
was here a great many had the misfortune to lose 
their horses among that number was myself,  we 

Figure 6.  Dateline of folded letter shown in Figure 5, “Sand Creek Camp August 22 1846”, from Private James M. 
Finley to his brother back in Liberty, Missouri.   

Figure 5.  Folded letter mailed from Private James M. Finley at Sand Creek Camp (New 
Mexico), carried by the first Military Express from Santa Fe to Fort Leavenworth, entered 
the mails with “Weston, Mo. Sep 21” (1847) postmark with “5” cent rate marking, 
addressed  to R. W. Finley, Liberty, Clay County, Missouri.  Travel time 30 days 
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arrived there early in the day and the horses 
about fifteen hundred in number were turned 
loose in a bend of the river and a guard placed 
around them to keep them from rambling, but 
owing to their carelessness a few that were 
permitted to get outside of the guard frightened 
the others and about 400 broke, helter skelter 
and scattered in almost every direction, some 
across the Arkansas some across the picket wire 
and several to the plains, almost every man in the 
camp was seen running to and fro in a state 
bordering on distraction for the loss of horse that 
distance from home with but little chance of 
getting another compelled to keep up with the 
army or left to the tender mercies of the savages 
was enough to distract almost any man not 
fortified by former trials, but different companies 
were perhaps more united by a common sense of 
their loss that at any other time, and every 
exertion was made to bring them back to camp.  
no one stopped to ask whose horse but caught all 
that he could, some went so far that they did not 
return that night whilst others were constantly 
returning with horses until late in the night which 
kept the camp in commotion during most of the 
night.   
 
The next morning the roll was called when it was 
found that some ten or twelve were yet missing 
from our Co.  A detail of ten men was then made 
from our company and from others also, to go in 
search of them after we had drawn our 
provisions we started in a southwest direction 
across the picket wire the sun being about one 
hours and half high we traveled about two 
degrees to the right of the sun until two o’clock 
our route lay over a sand plain, almost destitute 
of vegetation with but few undulations, and no 
water except a little stagnant water in one place, 
which almost vomited us, we crossed and re-
crossed during the day several times the tracks of 
horses but did not see any although we went 
about 30 miles and owing to levelness of the 
plains could see to the distance of several miles 
farther.   
 
You may judge of the feeling of some of us about 
the time we changed our direction for the camp 
for my own party I felt pretty much as I suppose 
a mariner would when cast off in the broad 
ocean with no visual in sight, compelled to buffet 
the wave to support his existence and indeed our 

situation was in some respect not very dissimilar 
for we were in an ocean of sand almost as level 
as the ocean without any living thing in sight 
except the nimble antelope which caused a 
feeling of loneliness and of impatience and a sort 
of melancholy I never experienced before and I 
hope I never shall again.  I gazed around me for 
along time until my head became dizzy, but could 
see noting to enliven us except an appearance 
very much resembling water in the in the 
distance , which reminded me of the sufferings 
Dobin’s, and made me ashamed of my own, we 
then turned our course [to the] Picket wire at the 
near point which we reached about twelve miles 
above the camp.   
 
After picketing our tired horses we proceeded to 
cook our suppers when we espied men coming 
across the plains in the same direction in which 
we came after they had come within 400 yards 
they called when we stepped out and made signs 
for them to approach which they did.  It proved 
to be a party that has been out hunting horses 
also, they informed us they had been about 20 
miles farther up the  picket wire and that they 
had seen 5 horses one of which answered to the 
description of mine so well that I became 
satisfied I should never see (little roan) again. 
She had stood the journey remarkably well and 
was full of fire and could take a Buffalo as quick 
as any animal in the regiment.   One of which I 
had the pleasure of killing about a hundred miles 
below Bents fort while riding her under full tilt.   
 
After leaving Bents fort we traveled one days 
journey up the Arkansas and changed our 
direction to the southeast though a parched plain 
where their was scarcely any grass and the dust 
and sand  flying so that not ten men out of the 
two regiments could be seen at times by a 
speculation on we camped for two successive 
nights where their was scarcely any grass but 
little water and that very salty the 3rd or 4th day 
we reached the picket wire near the mountains 
where we had excellent water, but little grass.  I 
have saw that the appearance of the country was 
mountainous one which up to this place had been 
the case, but her the appearance of the country 
was very much altered we were within full view of 
the Spanish peaks as they are call which are spurs 
of the rocky mountains and tending to a great 
distance to the  eastward appeared like an 
interminable range of hills and mountains.   
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 I must here remark that I was never more deceived 
as respects to distance that at this place. The 
Rattoon peak at the highest of the snowy 
mountains appeared here at sunset to be at the 
distance of two miles and owing to the purity of the 
atmosphere appeared with as much distinctiveness 
as if it has been at the distance, its real distance 
was about 20 miles and it was not until travel of 
the 2nd days that we arrived at the foot of the 
Rattoon peaks.  we were then several hundred feet 
higher than the picket wire but the Rattoon peaks 
appeared stretching its veiled head several 
hundred feet higher than where we were the 
Spanish peaks appeared at great distance to the 
right covered with snow which could be seen 
distinctly through the openings of the clouds which 
a hand around it summit to summit on each side 
the distance of 15 miles in the assent and about the 
same distance in the decent at the fact of which 
one of the Howard men was burned   
 
After traveling the distance of 60 or 70 miles 
through a valley or plain we crossed over low 
range of mountains and the valley of Mora  a 
beautiful and picturesque valley covered with 
flocks and herds.   
 
Another days travel bought us to the Bagus [Las 
Vegas] a small town situated between high 
mountains containing about 200 inhabitants we 
were here informed that the Spaniards had 
collected a force of 1,500 men to oppose us but 
they disappeared before we reached the place.   
 
After passing several little towns all of which 
swore allegiance to our government we came to 
the pass in the Mexican cordellourous where 
Armeho the governor of Santafee had collected a 
force of 4,000 or 5,000 men be upon hearing of 
our near approach dispersed already the next day 
we took peaceable possession of Santa Fee.   
The company are now divided for the purpose of 
grazing one half of the men remain at Santafee 
the other half about 10 miles south with the 
horses.  I have many other things I could write 
but my limits will not permit.  
 
Addison smith desired you to let his parents know 
that he is well and doing well.  E. W. Crafster 
was well when I left him the other day at Santa 
Fee 
 
Write the first opportunity and let me know how 
all are doing at home how fathers crops are 
doing and how Sarah and Martha are getting 

along and whether little William has forgotten me 
or not, give me all the general news.  What is the 
feeling of the people towards this expedition and 
last but not least of all how the girls of my 
acquaintance are doing.   
 
We are now about 2,000 strong and have taken 
the cannon which Armeho has in a little town 
about two miles from where we are grazing 
together with ammunition.  It is not yet known 
whither we will return this winter or not but 
supposition is that we will remain here until 
peace is made with Mexico or in the surrounding 
country. 
 
P.S.  I had forgotten to tell you that I purchased a  
horse at Bents Fort for which I paid 70 dollars. 
There is also a rumor afloat that we leave in ten 
days for the south al passo and from thence to 
New Orleans and home.  
 
If you have any small works in pamphlet form 
that would amuse or benefit me please to send 
them as I am often lonesome and desirous of 
having something to relieve my mind.  If you 
know how difficult a matter was to write on 
rumpled paper on the ground a note that an old 
had on a wagon-tongue in a hurry in the 
confusion of the camp interrupted half a dozen 
times while writing you would be ready to excuse 
the deficiencies of this and also of my former one. 

                                                         
Yours affectionately  

                                                         
James M. Finley 

 
 
Hughes’ book provides the account of Private 
Finley’s demise: 
 
“On the 18th [of January, 1847] Capt. Hughes and 
Lieut. Jackson, with ten men, who had been left sick 
at Soccorro, and a few days afterwards Lieuts. Lea, 
Gordon and Hinton, who had been sent back to 
Santa Fe for provisions and the artillery, arrived at 
El Paso, and rejoined their companies.  About this 
time also, five intelligent young men, who fought 
bravely at Brazito, died of typhoid fever, and were 
buried with the honors of war, in the El Paso 
cemetery.”  Among those five soldiers was Private 
James M. Finley. (1)  Figure 7 (following page) 
shows Finley’s  enlistment paper, noting when he 
died.   
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∞§∞§∞§∞§∞  
 
   

Figure 7.  The enlistment paper of Private James M. 
Finley, indicating “Died at El Paso, Jany 20” (1847).   
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Several undescribed express company hand stamps, 
or images of previously described hand stamps 
lacking an illustration in Thomas (2013, 2017), have 
been identified during the past year at auctions, on 
eBay, from other collectors and at dealer’s bourses.   
Additionally, two corner card usages were found.  
The companies represented include:  Adams & Co.; 
Everts, Snell; Everts, Wilson; Freeman; Hoag; 
Barlow, Sanderson; Langton; Sullivan; Swift; 
Wharton; Wheeler; and Wells, Fargo.  They are 
presented in alphabetical order.  The already 
described, but not previously illustrated examples, 
use the existing Thomas number as found in his 2nd 
edition (2017).  The new hand stamps are assigned 
new Thomas numbers that fit within his existing 
nomenclature.  They will appear in any future 
edition of this work. 
 

Adams & Co.’s Express:  ADA-119.  A 50 mm x 
32 mm blue, double line oval with two lines of 
printed text and a manuscript date in the center; 
ADAMS & COs EXPRESS./MS date/COLUMBIA.  
This hand stamp, used as a frank, was described in 
Thomas (2013, 2017), but no illustration was 
provided.  A cover with this marking was offered in 
Rumsey’s 2019 Westpex sale as lot 809 (Figure 1).   
 
During the late 1890’s, Georges Carion is known to 
have added fraudulent hand stamps to many 
otherwise good express covers addressed to the firm 
of Tandler & Co., San Francisco.  His modus 
operandi was to generate conjunctive usages with 
his added hand stamp being the counterfeit marking, 
thereby “improving” the desirability of the cover.  
As the cover in Figure 1 was only carried by Adams 
& Co., it is thought to be a genuine usage. 

Some New Express Hand Stamps 
By Scott W. Prior 

Figure 1.  Adams & Co. Express, Columbia.  Listed as ADA-119 in Thomas 
(2017), but not illustrated.   

Figure 2.  Barlow, Sanderson & Co.  New illustrated corner card, OVM-408.  
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Barlow, Sanderson & Co.:  OVM-408.  OFFICE 
OF/BARLOW & SANDERSON/C. & O./Coast 
Overland/MAIL COMPANY/W. S. STONE,  
General Supt./PRINCIPAL OFFICE,/YREKA, 
CAL. (Figure 2, prior page).   This is a new corner 
card with eight lines of text to the left of a 
stagecoach pulled by six horses facing left.  If there 
is a ninth line below YREKA, CAL., then it is short 
enough to be hidden by the placement of the three-
cent stamp on the only known example.  OVM-408 
is similar to OVM-411, except the ninth-line of 
OVM-411 is “A. H. Burrows, Cashier”.  This line is 
sufficiently long such that it is clearly absent from 
new marking OVM-408.   
 

Everts, Snell & Co.’s Express:  EVS-106 and 
EVF-104 if used during the following F.D. Everts 
operating period, and is a red oval with three lines 
of text; EVERTS, SNELL & CO/ST LOUIS/
EXPRESS (Figure 3).  This new St. Louis, 
California marking appears on the back of a cover 
used during the first week of the F.D. Everts period 
(Figure 4).  Frank Everts had not yet received new 
hand stamps reflecting partner John Snell’s 
departure when this marking from his previously 
partnership was applied to the back of this cover.  
There are no known uses of this marking during the 
Everts, Snell operating period. 
 
 

Figure 3.  Everts, Snell & Co’s Express.  EVS-106, and used during the F.D. Everts 
operating period, EVF-104.  This previously undescribed hand stamp is on the back 
of a cover used during the first week of the successor company to Everts, Snell & Co., 
namely F.D. Everts & Co. (greatly enlarged to show detail).   

Figure 4.  Front side of the cover from St. Louis, Sierra County, California to Fairfield, 
Connecticut via Marysville (July 31, 1854).  See Figure 3 for the verso of this cover. 
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Everts, Wilson & Co.’s Express:  EVW-100h.  A 
black, 32 mm diameter circle surrounds four lines of 
text.  A small horizontal, diamond-shaped line is 
between the 3rd and 4th lines of text; EVERTS, 
WILSON/& CO.’S/EXPRESS/ST LOUIS (Figure 
5).   This new hand stamp is similar to their hand 
stamp used at St. Louis during the earlier Everts, 
Davis partnership (Thomas EVD-105a).  There are 
two strikes of this hand-stamp on a Scott U10 
Government envelope which serves as the back of a 
paste-up cover.  The address side, or front of this 
paste-up, is also a Scott U10 Government envelope 

with a Pacific Express/JAN 14/Marysville hand 
stamp.  Everts, Wilson connected with Pacific 
Express at Marysville until April 1857, when 
Pacific Express went out of business.  Everts, 
Wilson also connected there with Wells, Fargo & 
Co.  The Thomas census records two Everts and 
Pacific Express conjunctive covers in each of the 
Everts, Davis and the Everts, Hannon, Wilson 
operating periods.  Thomas records one conjunctive 
usage during the Everts, Wilson partnership with the 
subject cover being the second and a new discovery. 
 

Figure 5.  Everts, Wilson & Co. Express paste-up cover.  Opened out for display.  The 
verso has a Thomas type EVW-009 printed frank on a Scott U10 Government 
envelope and two strikes of the new Everts, Wilson EVW-100g St. Louis hand stamp.  
The front, or address side of this cover, shows Everts, Wilson turned this cover over to 
Pacific Express at Marysville.  PAC-100, Marysville/Jan. 14 hand stamp. 
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Freeman & Co.’s Express:  FRM-407.  A 52 mm x 
31 mm black, double oval with four lines of text; 
Freeman & Co.’s/California Express/124 Montgom-
ery St./San Francisco (Figure 6).  This marking is 
one of three similar devices used as a corner card.  
The others are FRM-405 with a New York address 
and FRM-406 with a Boston address.  Although 
listed in Thomas (2013, 2017), he did not provide an 
example of the San Francisco corner card. 

The cover shown in Figure 6 was mailed at San 
Francisco April 20, 1859, and was delivered to 
Lowell, Massachusetts.  The postage was paid with 
an 1857, 10-cent type II stamp.  The sender’s note on 
the cover front says he made three trips each month 
between San Francisco and San Diego onboard the 
steamer Senator.  Although this person remains a 
mystery, he may have been the Freeman’s employee 
accompanying their express on those voyages. 

Figure 6.  Freeman & Co.’s corner card envelope with their San Francisco address.  FRM-
407.  Sent from San Francisco, April 20, 1859.  It would have been routed overland via Los 
Angeles as that was the default route at that time pending any other route instructions.  
This corner card is listed, but not illustrated in Thomas. 

Figure 7.  J.W. Hoag & Co.’s Contra Costa Express.   A Wells, Fargo second 
series franked cover and carried by them from Sonora to San Francisco.  Hoag 
carried it from San Francisco to San Pablo, California.  Note that the oval Hoag 
hand stamp is in the same color ink as the collect marking. 
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J. W. Hoag & Co.’s Contra Costa Express:  HOA
-201, is a diamond-shaped “due” marking 
containing the words “COLLECT 12½ cts” (Figure 
8, above).  Thomas (2013, 2017) assigned this 
marking to Wells, Fargo, but two examples have 
come to light.  Both covers (Figure 7, prior page, 
and Figure 9, above) have this marking in the same 
color ink as the Hoag & Co. hand stamp, blue on 
one cover and reddish-orange on the other.  The 
Wells, Fargo hand stamps are in black ink.   
 
The cover shown in Figure 7 is a Scott U10 
Government envelope with a black Wells, Fargo 
second series printed frank.  This frank was printed 
between early 1856 and late 1857 according to 
Thomas (2013, 2017). (1)  It was mailed at Sonora, 
California as shown with the black W,F & Co 
Leutzinger Type 1-12 hand stamp.  Wells, Fargo 
carried this cover to San Francisco and turned it over 
to J. W. Hoag for carriage to San Pablo since Wells, 
Fargo did not open an office there until 1879. (2)  At 
Hoag’s San Francisco office the cover was stamped 

with the Hoag HOA-100 marking in reddish-orange 
ink.  The one bit (12½ cents) due marking, HOA-
201, was also applied by Hoag in the same color 
ink. 
 
The second cover having a HOA-201 collect hand 
stamp, was in the Robert A. Siegel sale 346 of the 
Henry W. Clifford collection held January 23, 1969 
(Figure 9).  This cover was lot 368.  Unfortunately, 
only a low resolution black and white image is 
available, but the catalog description describes both 
the Hoag company hand stamp and the due marking 
in matching blue ink.  The catalog description 
follows: 
 

“J.W. Hoag & Co., Contra Costa Express, 
San Francisco.  Clear strike in Blue oval, 
matching “Collect 12½ cts” in Diamond on 
3c Red ([Scott] 11) touched at T. & creases, 
tied by “Paid” in large oval, on cover to 
“Mission of San Jose, Cal”.”  

 

Figure 8.   New Hoag hand stamp HOA-201, “Collect 12½ cts”.  
Known in red ink and in blue ink. (Greatly enlarged to show detail).   

Figure 9.  J.W. Hoag & Co.’s Contra Costa Express.  Low resolution 
scan from Siegel sale 346, lot 368.  The oval Hoag marking and the 
collect marking, HOA-201, are stated to be in matching blue ink. 
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Langton’s Pioneer Express:  LAN-107:  NORTH 
SAN JUAN.  A straight-line town name in upper 
case letters is enclosed in a black oval measuring 
46mm x 23 mm.   Thomas (2013, 2017) lists eight 
towns having this style of marking.  This North San 
Juan marking on cover is a new town listing (Figure 
10).  This example does not appear to have been 
part of a paste-up usage so it is not clear why the 
Government envelope has been canceled.  The 
Langton frank on this envelope is a Thomas type 
LAN-003. 
 
 
 

J. W. Sullivan:  SUL-400.  SUPPLIED FROM/
J.W. SULLIVAN’S/NEWSPAPER OFFICE./NEXT 
DOOR TO THE POST OFFICE/KEARNEY ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO (Figure 11).  Although not an 
express marking, this hand stamp is listed in 
Thomas (2013, 2017), but was not illustrated.  
Thomas stated this marking is reported in both red 
and black ink.  A black ink example was found on 
an illustrated letter sheet (Baird 104) issued prior to 
August 12, 1855 (a portion of which is shown as 
Figure 12).  This example is of note as it was 
initialed by J. W. S(ullivan) on an order to purchase 
an unspecified number of these letter sheets at 12½ 
cents each. 

Figure 10.  The Langton eight-jewel “football” 
frank on a Scott U10 Government envelope.   
The large black, oval North San Juan hand 
stamp is not recorded in Thomas (2017).  It is 
designated type LAN-107. 

Figure 11 (above).  J. W. Sullivan newspaper office 
hand stamp SUL-400.  Described, but not illustrated 
in Thomas.   
 
Figure 12 (right).  A portion of the letter sheet 
containing hand stamp SUL-400 shown in Figure 11. 
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Swift & Co.’s Express:  SWI-102.  SWIFT & 
COs./EXPRESS/PETALUMA.  A blue oval with 
three lines of text.  A small star burst is centered 
below the word Express (Figure 13).  This marking 
is listed in Thomas (2013, 2017), but no example 
was provided.  A cover with this marking was 
offered in the H. R. Harmer sale of April 5, 2019, as 
part of lot 2995 (Figure 14).   
 
The subject cover is on a Nesbitt 1st series 3 cent 
cover (Scott U10) with a printed Everts, Wilson 

EVW-008 frank.  It has a blue Wells, Fargo/May 
1x/Marysville hand stamp in addition to the Swift & 
Co/Express/Petaluma hand stamp.   This cover was 
given to Everts, Wilson, probably above Marysville, 
then turned over to Wells, Fargo at Marysville.  W, 
F & Co took it to Petaluma, the nearest point to 
Bodega for which they connected with another 
express company.  Thus, it was Swift & Co. who 
delivered the letter to Bodega.  The village of 
Bodega Bay was made famous in the 1963 Alfred 
Hitchcock movie “The Birds”.   

Figure 13.  Swift & Co.’s Express Petaluma hand stamp, SWI-102.  Described in Thomas, 
but not illustrated.  Image slightly enhanced and enlarged greatly for clarity. 

Figure 14.  Full cover with the Swift Petaluma hand stamp illustrated in Figure 13. 
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Truman & Chapman’s Express:  TRC-003.  
Three lines of horizontal text and two lines vertical 
at left.  A right-facing train with three freight cars 
and an end passenger car is below the first line of 
text.  Text is within a black, double-box rectangle 
measuring 62 mm x 25 mm (Figure 15).  The cover 
is a Nesbitt 3rd issue 3 cents Government envelope 
(Scott U35).  It is pen canceled, hence undated.  A 
manuscript note, “Opened by me, T”, is on the back 
of the envelope.  PF certificate 507648. 

Wheeler’s Express:  WHE-101.  A blue double 
circle of 34 mm diameter surrounds the words 
‘Marysville’ and Wheeler’s’.  Presumably the word 
‘Express’ follows ‘Wheeler’, but is not visible on 
this lightly struck example shown in Figure 16.  An 
enhanced version of this new hand stamp is 
illustrated in Figure 17.  
 
All Wheeler’s double circle hand stamps previous to 
this discovery are from his La Porte office.  One 

Figure 15.  Truman & Chapman’s frank TRC-003.  Described, but not illustrated 
in Thomas. 

Figure 16 (left) .  New Wheeler’s Express Marysville hand stamp, WHE-101.  The subject hand stamp is too faint to see 
clearly.  See Figure 17 for a digitally enhanced image (note that both Figures 16 and 17 are enlarged to show detail).   
Figure 17 (right).  A digitally enhanced version of marking WHE-101.  The “WHE” of Wheelers and the “MARYSV” of 
Marysville are now clearly visible.  Note the gap where Holland was removed.  The date slug is missing as is common for 
these double circle Wheeler’s hand stamps. 
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example of a Howland Flat hand stamp of this type 
is known during the Holland & Wheeler period.  
This example is the first hand stamp reported from 
his Marysville office. 
 
The subject marking is on a conjunctive, paste-up 
usage carried by Wheeler’s Express to Marysville 
and then by Wells, Fargo & Co. from Marysville to 

San Francisco.  The Wheeler’s frank (WHE-001) 
and the new hand stamp (WHE-101) are on a Scott 
U34 Government envelope (Figure 18).  The Wells, 
Fargo franked side of the paste-up is a Scott U35 
Government envelope with a July 1 dated Wells, 
Fargo Marysville hand stamp (Figure 19).  PF 
certificate 495519. 
 

Figure 18.  Full cover front containing the hand stamp shown in Figures 16 and 17. 

Figure 19.  Paste-up side of the Wheeler’s cover shown in Figure 18. 
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Wells, Fargo & Co.:  WFE-106.5.  Wells, Fargo & 
CO’s/California Express,/and/Banking Company,/
Express Building./Montgomery St. cor California,/
San Francisco (Figure 20).  A black drawing of this 
large, 55mm x 73mm hand stamp is shown in 
Leutzinger, but it is not listed in Thomas (2017).  
The example shown in Figure 21 is on a February 
28, 1855 copy of the Prices Current and Shipping 
List.  Leutzinger (3) reports this hand stamp is also 
known on a copy of the Alta California, February 
12, 1856 and on a copy of the Daily Globe of 
September 10, 1857.  All three known examples are 
on San Francisco newspapers. 

References: 
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Figure 20.  New seven-line Wells, Fargo & Co. hand stamp known used on newspapers 
(greatly enlarged to show detail).   

Figure 21.  Top of page 1 of the Prices Current and Shipping List (San Francisco), February 28, 1855, containing the 
hand stamp shown in Figure 20 (reduced slightly to fit to width of page).   
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Phone:  (925) 938-8290 
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Email:  stmpdlr@aol.com 

Website:  www.smpiller.com 
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Michael A. Kent 

P.O. Box 2466 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA  92067 
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Sold $10,000 December, 2019 

December, 2019 Sold $25,000 
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