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 President’s Message 
Submitted by Michael Perlman 
 
Good day everyone.  This has been a really strange 
trip these past few months.  I hope that everyone is 
staying safe.  The bad news is that it seems that we 
will continue to deal with our current situation for 
the foreseeable future.  The good news is that I’ve 
been informed that Rumsey Auctions will have a 
couple of very good collections of western postal 
history in their October sale.  The two collections 
were formed over many years.  There is a California 
collection and a Washington State collection.  I’ve 
been told that both of these are exceptional. 
 
I’ve stayed in touch with a good number of my 
philatelic friends.  Almost everyone sees this time as 
a terrific opportunity for everyone to work on their 
collections.  Please stay safe. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Submitted by Scott Prior 
 
I hope all of you are staying well and at least 
enjoying your philatelic interests.  I had planned on 
going up to the northern gold mines and doing more 
research along the way this summer, but alas, that has 
been put on hold.  However, I am trying to keep 
editor Stach happy by submitting a few more articles 
to him.  Travel limitations imposed by Covid-19 are 
both a blessing and bane.  It provides more time to 
write articles, but research facilities are closed.  
Fortunately, there is much information online, but 
generally not everything one needs.  Keep safe. 
 
New Members: 
 
Edward Morton (#1591) 
Naples, FL, 34102 
 
Western Express Companies, 1850-1890:   
 
The 3rd edition of Oscar M. Thomas’ classic work 
has been printed and the pre-ordered copies were 
mailed out in June.  There are still a few copies left 
for sale at the United Postal Stationary Society 
website.  With the permission of Dan Undersander 
(editor of this book), I am currently working on a 
future update to a digital only edition.  If you should 
run across or have scans of covers not presently in the 
3rd edition, please forward them to me at 7fig-
mo@gmail.com and I will include them.  Please 
include a scan of the cover backside if there is 
relevant information there.  The cut-off date for this 
work is end of 2020, but please don’t wait. 

 
Web posting of John Drew’s Nevada, Arizona and 
Langton’s Pioneer Express collections: 
 
Through the generous graces of John Drew (WCS 
member #510), the hard work of Dale Eggen (WCS 
member #1137), who organized and scanned the 
images of this collection, and to our webmaster, 
Daemien Williamson, who uploaded this material, we 
now have these collections on our WCS website.  
They can be found on the WCS main webpage under 
the “Exhibits” tab, then click on the “Collection 
Covers” tab, and finally on the “John Drew 
Collection”.  At the top of this page you may choose 
between the “Langton’s Pioneer Express Collection”, 
the “Arizona Collection”, or John’s “Nevada 
Collection”.  Lots of useful information here.  Thanks 
again to all who worked to make posting this material 
possible. 
 
WCS San Francisco Chapter: 
 
This is the only Western Cover Society local chapter 
thus far organized.  Monthly luncheon meetings have 
been hosted in San Francisco for some 40 years, but 
owing to Covid-19 restrictions, they are now holding 
a virtual gathering via ZOOM on the 4th Friday of 
the month at 11:30.  Dale Eggen is the current 
organizer and newsletter editor.  The July 31 meeting 
had 12 attendees.  We learned that WCS member 
Stephen Johnson (WCS #1479) is compiling a 
bibliography of Western Express publications.  He is 
seeking input from other WCS members and will 
email you his list.  Well done, guys.  If you don’t 
have Dale or Stephen’s contact information, you can 
send a request to me via the “Contact Us” tab on the 
WCS main webpage, or use my email listed above, 
and I will forward your note. 
 
SESCAL 2020: 
 
The SESCAL organizing committee is delaying as 
long as possible their “go-no go” decision for this 
Southern California show.  It is scheduled for 
October 2-4 at the Ontario, CA Convention Center.  
Please check with the sescal.org website as you will 
not be getting another Secretary’s Report before the 
show takes place (or doesn’t, as the case may be). 
 
Advertising: 
 
The Western Cover Society is now shown on Robert 
A. Siegel’s website under “Societies” in their 
“Resources” web page.  Thanks to Scott Trepel, 
President of Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. 
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You get one chance to sell your collection for the highest price. 
When you sell through Siegel, you take no chances. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $300,000-400,000 
SOLD FOR $460,000 

Estimate  $40,000-50,000 
SOLD FOR $132,250 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $120,750 

 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $149,500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Estimate  $500,000-750,000 

SOLD FOR $632,500 
Estimate  $200,000-300,000 

SOLD FOR $299,000 
 

The spectacular realizations for Pony Express covers 
sold through Siegel auctions are evidence of our firm’s 
unmatched ability to present and promote sales. 

When you decide to sell your collection, doesn’t it make 
sense to work with experienced professionals who know 
the material and the market? 

 
 

 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

 

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • (212) 753-6421 • SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM 
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Editors’ Note:  This article is Part 5 of a six-
part series on Pedro Aguirre’s role in 
stagecoaching and expressing in the 
southwestern United States.  In addition, 
three articles of Mariano Samaniego’s role 
will follow those of Aguirre.  It was Dr. 
Chandler’s wish that these be published 
roughly once per year after his death, which 
occurred March 13, 2019.   
 
Background 
 
With his mail line to Arivaca and then on to 
Altar in place, three towns below Junction 
along the Santa Cruz River tempted Pedro 
Aguirre.  They were Tubac, a presidio 
established in 1752, the departure 
headquarters for the colonization of 
California; Monument, which revived as the 
railroad town “Calabasas;” and the Sonora 
Railroad’s new border line city of Nogales.  
This route became what is the current 
entryway to Mexico. When Aguirre retired 
from stagecoaching in 1886, Mariano 
Samaniego picked up this road to Nogales. 
 
Mexican commerce had used the route from 
Tucson through Nogales to Guaymas for 
over a century.  Its namesake grove of walnut 
trees (Nogales) among swamp lands slowed 
travel and made the site a special spot for 
Apache ambushes.  The U.S. Mail went 
nowhere near it. In 1877, the Tucson 
postmaster declared that “Mail for Tubac, 
Monument [Calabasas], and Crittenden, 
departs weekly on Monday at 9 a.m., and 
arrives weekly, on Saturday at 10 a.m.”  
Monument was the southernmost point.  The 
mail route turned east up Sonoita Creek to 
Crittenden. 
 
As miners and ranchers branched further afield in 
eastern Pima County, the mail route lengthened 
along Sonoita Creek.  In spring 1879, the Tucson 
post office posted that the mails left Tucson on 
Sundays at 9 a.m. for Tubac, Monument, and then 
east to Aztec, Crittenden, and Greaterville. Of more 
importance, the post master added Magdalena and 
Ures, Sonora.  In February 1879, a new stagecoach 
route followed the flour wagons of its proprietor, 
Jose Pierson. 

 
Joseph or Jose Pierson was an educated American 
who settled in Sonora.  One visitor in September 
1876 provided the evidence.  Pierson’s library, he 
wrote, “combines the useful with the entertaining, 
and each mail brings him heavy packages of the best 
American magazines and newspapers.”   
 
 

Bound Down to Nogales:  Pedro Aguirre’s Stagecoaching 1880-1886 
By Dr. Robert J. Chandler 

Figure 1.  A map gives the relation of the lower Santa Cruz 
River towns of Tubac, Calabasas, and Nogales to Tucson, 
Arivaca, and Sonoita Creek post offices. 
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 In the early 1870s, Lionel M. Jacobs & 
Co., merchants and brokers, became 
agents for “Pierson’s Celebrated 
Terrenate Flour Mills,” nine miles 
north of Magdalena.  Every three 
months, Joseph Pierson’s wagon trains 
would carry 25,000 pounds of flour 
150 miles into Tucson, which the 
Jacobs brothers then sent to the 
military posts.  In 1875, one of 
Pierson’s trains brought in 60,000 
pounds of flour and on the return trip, 
Al Katz a clerk in the Jacobs company, 
accompanied Pierson to establish a 
general store in Magdalena. 
 
Besides fine Sonoran flour, on May 2, 
1878, according to the Tucson Star, 
Pierson, arrived in town with seven 
wagons of salt.  As did the Aguirre and 
Samaniego families, freighter Pierson 
in 1879 became a stagecoach 
proprietor and pioneer. 

Figure 2.  The long way to Hermosillo, the capital of Sonora, or why a 
road through the swamps of Nogales had appeal. 

Figure 3.  Joseph Pierson’s advertise-
ment from the Tucson Citizen February 
28, 1879 announcing his new stage line 
to Magdalena. 
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California was a Mexican province before the 
Mexican War.  Only a very few letters were sent 
from there during that period and all were carried by 
sailing vessels.  Even after the United States took 
possession of California, there was not that much 
mail.  But, all that changed with the discovery of 
gold, bringing miners from all over the world to 
seek their fortunes. (1)(2) 
 
The miners and those who would support them were 
largely from the eastern portion of the United States.  
While some endured the long and hazardous journey 
overland across the whole country, more traveled by 
sea, either around the Horn of South America or to 
Panama using two sets of sailing vessels in the two 
oceans and crossing just the Isthmus overland and 
by lake and river waterways.  One result was the 

accumulation of many ships in the bay around San 
Francisco, because the crews would also leave to 
become miners.  Figure 1 shows an illustrated 
lettersheet of San Francisco with dozens of empty 
vessels sitting at the piers. 
 
The use of Panama, a state in New Grenada 
(Columbia), began with a treaty with the United 
States in December, 1846.  California became an 
American possession in February, 1848.  Even 
earlier in 1847, plans had been implemented to use 
steamers to transport mail to and from Panama with 
a route across the Isthmus.  These steamers would 
be subsidized by the Navy Department.  Five ships 
were authorized for New York to Chagres runs and 
four from Panama City to San Francisco and 
Astoria, Oregon.  Two lines of vessels had been 

California Steamer Usages 
By James W. Milgram, M.D. 

Figure 1.  Illustrated lettersheet with view of San Francisco, Baird 234.  This was printed by George Nesbitt of New 
York for Gregory’s California Express Co.  The lettersheet is dated to 1850  by the San Francisco dateline.   
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formed before the Gold Rush in 1847 to carry mail 
and other shipping, the United Sates Mail Steamship 
Company in the east, and the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company in the west.  However, the first 
vessel to go to Panana was the “Crescent City” of 
the Howard Line, which did not have a mail 

contract.  Figure 2 shows a rare handstamped 
marking of this vessel which was in the Jarrett 
Collection. 
 
About the same time the first two ships of the 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company went into 

Figure 2.  “Steam-Ship CRESCENT CITY.” handstamp 
on cover from “Chagres Isthmus of Panama, Oct. 9th 
1849” going to New York with ms postal rating of “20”, 
the rate from the east coast of Panama to New York. 

Figure 3.  “Per Steamer California” in manuscript with  three cent pair 1851 stamps tied “SAN 
FRANCISCO CAL 1 SEP (1852) to Georgetown, Mass.  A matching cover with manuscript 
inscription ‘Per Steamer “Oregon” was mailed on July 31 (1852 docket) also from San Francisco. 
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July 2nd 1865 
 
Mr B.F. Right Myer 
 
Dear Sir I Received your Letter yesterday of whitch 
I was very glad to here from you and your welfar I 
am still Living here in Franklin times is very Hard 
here Wheat sells here For $6.50 par bushel and 
Every thing in proportion 
 
You say that you have Ritten me 4 Letters cince I 
was Discharged I have Received Onley this one I 
can not account for it only that thare is 2 townes 
named Franklin in this state When you Rite again 
Direct it to franklin texas Elpaso Co Via Denver 
City then I think it can not fail to come here 
 

Do not send Mee the money But iff it is not to mutch 
Trouble traid the gold as Well as you can for 
greenbacks and for them get and send Mee a check 
payable at New York I can the Draw it here But first 
pay your self For yor trouble and then I shal be very 
thank ful to you for the grait favor that you have 
done me 
 
Iff you can not see aney chance to get the ballance 
of Pinder with out serving him then give him the 
Note for to see him would be Spending good money 
for nothing 
 
Give my best Respects to all inquiring friends 
yours truly 
 
Joseph Revoirs 

Contents of the Cover 
Submitted by Jim Petersen 

Postmarked “El Paso, Tex Jul 7” (1865) to Drytown, Amador Co., California.   

Drytown, California in 1866 
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CLASSIC STAMPS AND COVERS 
Buy or Sell 

 
Stanley M. Piller & Associates 

 
800 S. Broadway, Suite 201 
Walnut Creek, CA  94596 

(P.O. Box 559, Alamo, CA  94507) 
Phone:  (925) 938-8290 

Fax:  (925) 938-8812 
Email:  stmpdlr@aol.com 

Website:  www.smpiller.com 

MONO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

Covers Wanted for Personal Collection 
 

 
Michael A. Kent 

P.O. Box 2466 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA  92067 

 
 

Phone:  (760) 497-7348 
Email:  Michael.A.Kent@att.net 



Sold $4,000 December, 2019 

December, 2019 Sold $4,000 
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