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President’s Message

New Members: We welcome one new member this
quarter.

Submitted by Michael Perlman
As I sit here reminiscing about this last year, I find
myself thinking about all the things that we’ve
missed the past seven months: movies, dinners,
travel, and of course, stamp shows. That’s the
downside. The reality of Covid-19 is that a specific
shift has occurred affecting where and how people eat
and entertain themselves. This has resulted in a
distinct pattern of business winners and losers.
Businesses that required people to leave their homes
are down in sales. Conversely, businesses and
hobbies that allow people to eat and entertain
themselves at home have seen increased revenue.

Angelo Ismirnioglou (#1592)
Laguna Hills, CA, 92653
Western Express Companies, 1850-1890: Your
secretary has now found more than 200 new western
express cover scans to add to our WCS collection.
They will be uploaded after the first of the year as we
have been given until December to add to the next
edition of Oscar’s book. About 60 scans were
obtained from the Plumas County Museum. These
included one new express company, one new printed
frank, and several new hand stamps. Three of their
covers are only the second known of that type of
printed frank or hand stamp. Thanks to director Scott
Lawson for his help and permission to add these to our
WCS website. Thanks also to members Dale Forster
and Steven Johnson for sending me cover scans from
their collections of material not found in Thomas’ 3rd
edition. An updated 4th edition (digital only) should
be released by the United Postal Stationary Society
sometime next year. I would appreciate receiving
scans of covers from WCS members’ collections if
they are not illustrated in Oscar’s 3rd edition. Any
scans received will be added to future editions of
Oscar’s opus.

So...what’s the point of all of this? Like some of you,
I had seen some price erosion in the philatelic market
the past five years. During Covid-19 it seems that
this trend has reversed itself, and we are again seeing
broader support across the hobby. I believe that is a
reflection of collectors staying at home more and
increasing their involvement in their collections.
So...how can this help the Western Cover Society? I
believe that an opportunity has been presented to us.
There has never been a better time to get friends and
relatives involved in our hobby. If each of us takes
the time to talk more about our hobby we might just
be surprised at the outcome of the conversation. You
might find that the 15 year old who rolled his eyes
last year, has some questions you can answer this
year about town cancels, western routes, pony
express, and other western express covers. There has
never been a better opportunity to expand our hobby
than now.

American Philatelic Society: The APS finally posted
our 2020 Basil C. Pearce award winning paper on their
website as an “Article of Distinction”. It is not
intuitively obvious how to find it so here goes. From
their main webpage click the NEWS tab and then
scroll down to near the bottom of the page and click
on the icon “Article of Distinction: Dodge &
Company’s Express”. I’ll submit next year’s Basil C.
Pearce award after your board of directors makes its
selection at our April BOD meeting scheduled to be
held at WESTPEX.

Secretary’s Report

Submitted by Scott Prior
Cabin fever finally set in, so Ellen and I recently drove
up to Quincy, California as the Plumas County
Museum had just reopened. Last year I had been
given permission to scan their collection of western
express covers, but it snowed before I could go and
then Covid-19 showed up. However, mission now
accomplished (see below). We then checked out the
ghost towns of Humboldt City, Star City, and
Unionville in Nevada’s northern Humboldt Range.
These early 1860’s silver boom towns were important
to Langton’s Pioneer Express, as well as to Sale &
Barber’s and Patten & Bunker’s expresses. They were
followed by Wells, Fargo & Co. Not much remains of
the towns, but it was worth the visit.

Western Mails Bibliography:
WCS member
Stephen Johnson has had good response from
members providing suggested additions to his Western
Mails bibliography. Stephen has given permission to
post his email address here. Please email Stephen
with requests for his list and to send him additions.
Email: stjo41@comcast.net
San Francisco chapter of WCS: This active group
provided ZOOM web training to interested members,
for which your secretary is thankful. Dale Forster
gave an interesting talk this month on a few of his
Oregon town and express covers.
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You get one chance to sell your collection for the highest price.
When you sell through Siegel, you take no chances.

Estimate $300,000-400,000
SOLD FOR $460,000

Estimate $40,000-50,000
SOLD FOR $132,250

Estimate $30,000-40,000
SOLD FOR $120,750

Estimate $30,000-40,000
SOLD FOR $149,500

Estimate $500,000-750,000
SOLD FOR $632,500

Estimate $200,000-300,000
SOLD FOR $299,000

The spectacular realizations for Pony Express covers
sold through Siegel auctions are evidence of our firm’s
unmatched ability to present and promote sales.
When you decide to sell your collection, doesn’t it make
sense to work with experienced professionals who know
the material and the market?

AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • (212) 753-6421 • SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM
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“Via Panama” Illustrated Directional Endorsements
By David D’Alessandris

Figure 1 – Design Type A-1, “Via Panama” engraved sidewheel steamship design,
“Geo. H. Bell, Stationer, 153 Montgomery St., San Francisco” imprint (Image
courtesy of Robert A. Siegel Auctions).

Figure 2 - Design Type A-2, “Via Panama” engraved sidewheel steamship design
(same as A-1). No printer imprint (Image courtesy of Robert A. Siegel Auctions).

Beginning in the spring of 1859, merchants in
California printed and sold envelopes with overland
directional endorsements. (1) At that time, unless
otherwise specified by the sender, transcontinental
mail was routed by steamship via Panama. The
directional endorsements informed the Post Office
that the sender wanted their mail transmitted by a
different route, and we generally assume that these

instructions were followed. Simple printed text
directives were quickly supplemented with
illustrated stagecoach designs and railroad
propaganda covers. The railroad propaganda covers
were used to provide an overland directional
endorsement, and also to lobby for the construction
of the transcontinental railroad.
5
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Figure 3 - Design Type B-1, woodcut steamship design, “Randal and Co.,
Marysville” imprint (Image courtesy of Robert A. Siegel Auctions).

Figure 4 - Design Type C-1, “Via PANAMA” steamship sailing right (Image courtesy
of Robert A. Siegel Auctions).

On December 17, 1859, the Post Office issued an
order, effective in California on January 23, 1860,
changing the default routing of letters to the
Butterfield Overland Mail. (2) Shortly after this
change in default routing, envelopes with printed
“Via Panama” directional endorsements, illustrated
with a steamship, became available. This article
presents a census of illustrated “Via Panama”
covers. This census does not include the illustrated

San Francisco News Letter covers sent from 18561858. The newsletters are excluded because they
were sent at a time when the default routing was via
Panama, and because Scott Trepel’s census of the
covers was included in the December 2017 Western
Express. (3) Also excluded are the covers with a map
of the Isthmus of Panama, used from Panama,
because the covers do not have a steamship design,
and due to the lack of a suitable image.
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The Fort Pierre and Black Hills Transportation Company
By Ken Stach
Purpose
The intent of this article is to document Fred T.
Evans’ “Fort Pierre and Black Hills Transportation
Company,” particularly as it relates to the potential
carriage of express mail.
Comments on Format
The reader will note that I have transcribed most of
the illustrated newspaper advertisements, notices,
and other items appearing as figures in this article.
This is done primarily so that searches of this
document will be more useful to future researchers,
as they will have digital access to all the information
contained in the figures.
Introduction
Figure 1. Frederick Taft Evans (November 28, 1835
– October 11, 1902), organizer of what was
originally called the “Black Hills Transportation
Company” in 1875. (2)

My earlier article, “Clarke’s Centennial Express to
the Black Hills of Dakota Territory,” provided the
historical background to the discovery of gold in the
Black Hills, including the illegal influx of
prospectors in 1875 and 1876. Due to lack of any
government postal service until early 1877, private
entrepreneurs filled the void for mail carriage prior
to that time. The reader is asked to refer to that
earlier article for additional details. (1)

November 28, 1835, received his early education in
Ohio, and went on to attend Hiram College (Hiram,
OH). He left his home state at age eighteen and
traveled throughout the west, working as a wood
chopper and freighter before establishing a stock
ranch on the Platte River near Grand Island,
Nebraska, in 1859. He married Theresa Beall there
in 1863. (2)

Review of Previous Work
Numerous sources cite much of the same
information on Fred T. Evans and his Fort Pierre
and Black Hills Transportation Company. But, I
could find nothing previously written on the subject
in any philatelic journal, including Western Express
and the Dakota Collector (quarterly journal of the
Dakota Postal History Society). Therefore, no
“Background” information is available.

Evans sold his ranch in 1868, moving to the
Missouri River Valley to found the town of Sloan,
Iowa. Three years later, he took his family to Sioux
City, where he engaged in the mercantile and
banking businesses. (2)
The “Fort Pierre & Black Hills Transportation
Company”

Frederick Taft Evans

The famous Gordon Party, led by John Gordon, was
made up of 26 men, one woman, and one small boy.
They left Covington, Nebraska, on October 6, 1874,
less than two months after Custer’s announcement
of finding gold in the Black Hills. They arrived to
French Creek, within three miles of “Custer’s

Frederick Taft Evans was a rancher, freighter, town
builder and entrepreneur who had an opportunistic
flair that served him well in the rapidly changing
frontier west. He was born in Parkman, Ohio, on
11
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Figure 2. Map of Nebraska (1878), (6) roughly showing the route in red that the “Black Hills Transportation
Company,” led by Fred T. Evans, took in early 1875 from Sioux City to the Black Hills. They never reached their
destination, being stopped by Captain Walker of the U. S. Army in the area where Gordon, Nebraska now stands (at
the western-most point of the red line on the map).

Camp” on December 23, 1874, where they built a
stockade, and stayed through the winter. (3) In April
of 1875, the United States Army removed them, as
the Indians were “guaranteed ownership” of the
Black Hills by the “Treaty of Fort Laramie,” signed
on April 29, 1868.

Sioux City capitalists – of which Fred T. Evans was
president. The first train of the line left Sioux City
on April 26th, 1875, with the goods and equipments
[sic] of Gordon’s ill-fated expedition.”
Evans, as superintendent and manager of the
company, purchased his own outfit and made up his
part to go gold hunting. The company’s train
consisted of six four-mule teams. About 200 men
constituted the party, with many farmers joining in
the procession with their private teams. The
“freight” Mr. Evans’ company had contracted to
carry consisted largely of 70 men and their baggage.
Their route lay across Nebraska, through Covington,
Creighton, O’Neill, and through the Sand Hills to
Chadron. Figure 2 provides a map (6) showing the

Around this same time as the Gordon Party was
being forcibly removed from the Black Hills, Fred
T. Evans organized the “Black Hills Transportation
Company.” (4) The Black Hills, Or, The Last
Hunting Ground of the Dakotahs (5) notes that “the
pioneer organization for the transportation of freight
was called the Sioux City & Black Hills Transportation Company - the company being Fred T. Evans,
Judge Hubbard, John H. Clark, John Hornick, - the
12
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The Original South-Western Express Company,
Servicing Texas & Louisiana: 1860–65
By Bruce H. Mosher
charter. However, a day-by-day search of the
August 1860 editions of this newspaper failed to
locate such an account. Incidentally, the cited
“McKeever Express Company” business name was
another early pseudonym for the “South-Western
Express Company,” but this beginning designation
did not prevail for very long either.

The initial South-Western Express Company was
organized in New Orleans, Louisiana in mid-August
1860.
One of the earliest announcements
concerning this new Express Company was
published in the August 14, 1860 issue of the New
Orleans Daily Crescent and is reproduced in Figure
1. Since J. J. McKeever was elected President of
this new express Company, it was aptly named the
“McKeever South-Western Express Company,” but
this was subsequently shortened to just “SouthWestern Express Company.”

Figure 2. Reproduction from the September 4th,
1860 edition of The Civilian and Gazette Weekly in
Galveston, Texas.
Figure 1. Announcement that was published in the
August 14, 1860 New Orleans Daily Crescent.

Four additional and different “Southwestern/SouthWestern Express” named business endeavors have
been identified with operations in the Eastern
United States during the 1865–73 period and they
are discussed at the end of this report.

The South-Western Express Company was
organized to conduct a general express business in
Western Louisiana, Texas and Mexico and it
connected with the Adams Express Company in
New Orleans. J. J. McKeever plus four other
gentlemen were chosen by the Company’s
stockholders to be the first year’s group of
Directors. This Company was formed under the
laws of the State of Louisiana as explained in the
Figure 2 news article, which contains information
originally published in the August 14, 1860 issue of
the New Orleans Delta newspaper.

During October of 1859, Col. J. J. McKeever was
the New Orleans agent for the Adams Express
Company working from an express office at 96
Camp Street in New Orleans.
McKeever
maintained this position until July 1861, when he
became express agent for the replacement Southern
Express Co. The origin of McKeever’s “Colonel”
title is unknown, but it does not appear in print very
often. J. J. McKeever does not seem to have been
involved in any military organization and it may just
have been an “honorary” or colloquial title.

The Figure 2 article also claims the New Orleans
Delta hosted an even earlier report (by a few days)
of the McKeever Express Company’s business
27
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“The Business heretofore conducted under the name
and style of Jones’ New Orleans and Texas Express,
in this state [Texas], will be continued by the SouthWestern Express Co., the undersigned having
disposed of the same to them.”

The New Orleans agency of the South-Western
Express Company was co-located at 96 Camp Street
throughout its four-and-a-half-year existence. As
far as can be ascertained, and as strange as it may
sound, McKeever did not abdicate nor delegate his
position as Adams/Southern Express agent during
his entire time in office as President of the SouthWestern Express Company. Incidentally, J. J.
McKeever was found to be a very ambitious
manager during his lifetime—discussion concerning
several of McKeever’s other avocations will follow
later in this report.
A subsequent announcement concerning the
emergence of the South-Western Express Company
was published in the August 21, 1860 issue of the
Columbus (Ohio) Weekly Sun and is shown in
Figure 3. This report cites information that was
printed in an earlier New Orleans Times-Picayune
newspaper (this undated Picayune reference has not
been seen, but is assumed to have been issued on, or
prior to, August 20, 1860). Speculation in this
article that the South-Western Express was going to
provide service to Shreveport, Louisiana may never
have materialized as no verification of a SouthWestern Express agency in Shreveport has been
found.

Figure 4.
Statement by Mr. Jones that was
published in the December 3, 1860 issue of the
Galveston Daily Civilian. The “nov22d6t” notation
at lower left is interpreted to mean the fee for this
news item to be subsequently published in six
December newspaper editions was paid on or before
November 22, 1860.

Express Company Operations: Pre-Confederacy
The South-Western Express Company was
capitalized at $100,000 and chartered to conduct a
wide-ranging express business in Louisiana and
Texas (plus Mexico as reported in Figure 1).
Possibly because of its aforementioned Jones’
Express legacy, the Company was fully involved in
conducting its express business by the end of
August 1860. South-Western Express had engaged
the services of the established Lone Star stagecoach
firm of Sawyer, Risher and Hall to collect and
deliver express goods of every description
throughout Eastern Texas, connecting with SouthWestern’s agents at selected Texas railroad stations.
The Company stated that express connections could
be made to any part of the United States. This
service, no doubt, was facilitated by the Company’s
close liaison with the Adams Express agency in
New Orleans plus the ability to transport express
goods via steamers sailing from that city.

Figure 3. Article that was published in the August
21, 1860 edition of the Columbus Weekly Sun in
Ohio.

It is known through a later posting by owner Starr S.
Jones that the South-Western Express Company was
a direct descendent of the four-year-old, Jones’ New
Orleans and Texas Express Company of Texas.
Starr Jones’ November 22, 1860, comments
attesting to this lineage are reproduced in Figure 4
where he is quoted as follows:

The South-Western Express Company’s newly
appointed Officials and Directors, plus the rates
charged for transporting various express goods are
documented in the September 1, 1860 notice
(reproduced in Figure 5) that was posted by its
Galveston Agency. The 50¢ per foot rate for
28
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Table II. Some of the Occupations Known for J. J. McKeever
(This is a partial list)
ID
#

Location

Duration
Begin

Occupation

End

Employer

1

Philadelphia, PA

Unknown

Spring 1858?

Agent?

Adams Express Co.

2

Memphis, TN

May 1858?

May 1859?

Agent

Adams Express Co.

3

New Orleans, LA

June 1859?

June 1861

Agent

Adams Express Co.

4

New Orleans, LA

Aug 1860

Aug 1861

Director

South-Western Express Co.

5

New Orleans, LA

Aug 1860?

Dec 1862?

Superintendent

South-Western Express Co.

6

New Orleans, LA

Aug 1860

July 1864?

President

South-Western Express Co.

7

New Orleans, LA

July 1861

July 1864?

Agent

Southern Express Co.

8

New Orleans, LA

July 1864

Unknown

Manager

Commercial Express Co.

9

New Orleans, LA

Unknown

Feb 1866

President

Commercial Express Co.

10

Houston?, TX

Mar 1866

Unknown

General Superintendent

Texas Express Co.

11

Houston, TX

Aug 1868?

Nov 1868?

Manager

Phoenix Express

12

Houston, TX

Jan 1869

Nov 1869

Director

Phoenix Express & Transportation Co.

13

Galveston, TX

Nov 1870?

Aug 1871?

Agent

(Texas) Pacific Express Co.

14

Houston, TX

Sept 1872

Unknown

Secretary

City of Houston

15

Houston?, TX

June 1880

Unknown

Bookkeeper

Unknown

16

Houston, TX

Dec 1893?

Jan 1894

Secretary & Treasurer

Houston Gas Light Co.

17

Houston, TX

Jan 1894

July 1900

Gen’l Manager

Houston Gas Light Co.

definitely understood that J. J. McKeever was never
involved with the operations of this 1865-era
Southwestern Express Company. It is not known
how long this 1861/1865 Southwestern Express
Company stayed in business.

Figure 33. Announcement that was published in the
December 29, 1865 issue of the Memphis Daily
Appeal.

Figure 34. News item that appeared in the Chicago
Tribune on March 28, 1866.

published on March 27, 1866 (see Figure 34) where
Company Officials were announced and the Atlantic
& Great Western Railroad was identified as the
transporting carrier for assigned express matter that
would be in charge of its Special Messengers. It is

Next in 1866, George L. Faulhaber reportedly
established the South Western Express Company,
which conducted its express business over the stage
45

Western Express

December, 2020

lines in Southwest Missouri. (37) No additional
information has been found pertaining to this
Company.

6.) Crown, Francis T, Jr., “New Orleans Foreign
Mails, 1861–1862,” American Philatelic Congress
Book, 1977, page 69.
7.) Ibid, page 60.
8.) Walske and Trepel, page 163.
9.) Crown, page 69.
10.) Neither Crown nor Walske and Trepel reported
that a fourth or fifth (or any higher number) SouthWestern Express Special Messenger was dispatched
from New Orleans in 1862.
11.) Antrim, E., “South-Western Express
Company,” Confederate Stamp Album, October
1959, page 74.
12.) Ballantyne, Larry, “Commercial Express
Company,” The Penny Post, October 2009, page 50.
13.) “Chapter 228.,” General Laws of the Eighth
Legislature of the State of Texas, 1860, pp 246–7.
14.) Walske and Trepel, page 166.
15.) Ibid, pp 166-67.
16.) Ibid, page 166.
17.) A copy of the December 4, 1861 issue of the
Galveston News has not been found. Contact with
the authors (1) failed to produce a copy of the cited
December 4th Southern Express Company
announcement. However, December 1, 14 and 18,
1861 Galveston News issues are retrievable online
and these three editions all contain a reproduction of
the Figure 24 announcement. Because of the
proximity in these Galveston News newspaper
publication dates, the author believes the Figure 24
announcement herein is identical to the elusive
December 4 referenced, Southern Express
announcement.
18.) Wolka, Wendell, “J.J. McKeever – Express
Man Extraordinaire,” Coin World, June 24, 2013,
page 53.
19.) Stimson, Alexander Lovett, History of the
Express Business, etc., 1881, page 162.
20.) “Water of the Bailey Springs,” Memphis Daily
Appeal, May 7, 1858, page 2.
21.) The New Orleans Times-Picayune, June 15,
1859, page 3.
22.) Ballantyne, page 50.
23.) “memorial” is defined as a statement of facts
accompanying a petition. Definitely sounds like an
application.
24.) Wolka, Wendell, “Enemy at the Gates: Fall of
New Orleans etc.,” Paper Money, May/June, 2014,
page 155.
25.) Ibid.
26.) Ballantyne, page 66.
27.) “Declaration Incorporating the Phoenix
Transportation Company,” Reconstruction Acts
Under Authority of which the Constitution of Texas

Then Thomas M. Gallagher of St. Louis, Missouri
reportedly was Superintendent of the Southwestern
Express Company in Cincinnati, Ohio from 1867 to
1869. (38) However, his biography conflictingly
states he was employed as a machinist in St. Louis
during 1865–78. (39) Additional material concerning
this Company, if it ever existed, has not been seen.
On April 10, 1873 the Legislature in the State of
Delaware passed a bill to incorporate the South
Western Express Company. (40) But, no other
information concerning this Company has been
found.
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CLASSIC STAMPS AND COVERS

MONO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Buy or Sell

Covers Wanted for Personal Collection

Stanley M. Piller & Associates
800 S. Broadway, Suite 201
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(P.O. Box 559, Alamo, CA 94507)
Phone: (925) 938-8290
Fax: (925) 938-8812
Email: stmpdlr@aol.com
Website: www.smpiller.com

Michael A. Kent

P.O. Box 2466
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067
Phone: (760) 497-7348
Email: Michael.A.Kent@att.net

Sold $32,500

Sold $21,000

April, 2018

April, 2018

