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 President’s Message 
Submitted by Michael Perlman 
 
It is normally that time of the year when I discuss 
the upcoming WESTPEX show and the Western 
Cover Society’s show schedule.  Anyway, that’s 
how it used to be.  The WESTPEX 2021 show has 
been postponed from its normal end of April time 
slot to the weekend of July 30th to August 1st.  While 
this is an inconvenience, I hope that everyone will 
make adjustments to their calendars so that we can 
still have a successful show.  I hope everyone 
remains safe and that we can all put this behind us 
sooner rather than later. 
 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Submitted by Scott Prior 

Scott Prior’s western express conjunctive use 
birthday cake. 

 
I want to share my chocolate birthday cake with you 
all, at least in virtual format.  This is the first cake 
I’ve seen frosted as a western express cover; a 
conjunctive Everts-Wilson and Wells, Fargo & Co. 
no less.  It appears that Leutzinger missed Wells, 
Fargo’s Huntington Beach office (ha, ha).  Now I 
know why daughter Anne had asked me to send her 
scans of my five favorite express covers.   

 
Membership:  We welcome many new members 
who joined our ranks this quarter.  I regret to report 
the passing of member Larry Parks (WCS #1011) 
who left for the Golden Hills in 2020.  No further 
details are known.   
 
 

 
New Members: 
 
Southern Oregon Historical Society: (WCS #1593) 
Medford, Oregon, 97501.  Stephanie Butler, Curator 
 
Plumas County Museum: (WCS #1594) 
Quincy, California 95971.  Scott Lawson, Director 
 
Steve Turner: (WCS #1595) 
Los Angeles, CA 90038 
 
Kenneth Rendell: (WCS #1596) 
Natick, MA 01760 
Ken collects western manuscripts, including Pony Express, 
Wells Fargo and other overland mail companies.   
 
Luc Freve: (WCS #1597) 
Quebec, Canada QC G1S 1Y9 
 
Scott Holl (WCS #1598) 
St. Louis, MO 63131 
 
Reid Schell (WCS #1599) 
Lander, WY 82520 
Reid’s prime interest is in the Overland Mail route between 
Salt Lake City and Placerville (1858-1860).  His great-great 
grandfather was a route agent at both of those cities. 
 
Everett Grandbois (WCS #1600) 
South San Francisco, CA 91080 
 
Western Express Companies, 1850-1890:  By the 
time you read this note, WCS member Dan 
Undersander will likely have produced the digital 4th 
edition of Oscar Thomas’ book, Western Express 
Companies: 1850-1890.  It should be available soon 
for purchase/download (digital format only) on the 
United Postal Stationery Society website; UPSS.org.  
Scans of 325 new covers have been added, as well 
as additional updates to the text.  I want to thank 
WCS members Dale Forster, Steve Johnson, Mike 
Serdy, Jim Blaine, and the Plumas County Museum 
who contributed new cover scans. 
 
San Francisco Chapter of WCS:  The following 
presentations were given at the San Francisco 
Chapter’s monthly virtual Zoom meetings in the 
past quarter.  The presentations were all recorded 
for potential future viewing.  Contact me for details.   
 
 November: Dale Forster, “California Illustrated 

Miners’ Covers Used from Oregon” 
 December:  Fred Gregory, “Hawaii Mail to Pre-

Gold Rush California” 
 January:  Scott Prior, “Langton’s Nevada 

Routes, 1858-1865” 
 January:  Ken Stach, “Adams & Co.’s Express 

Printed Franks” 
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 See the “San Francisco Chapter” tab on the main 
WCS webpage for a listing of future talks.  And, 
please check back as this listing is frequently 
updated. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Ryan Baum 
 
As we enter the New Year, I read updates from 
other organizations of which I am member.  I see 
many organizations whose financials have suffered 
during this period of reduced interaction.  Many 
organizations rely heavily on convention fees, 
advertising for face to face activities, fees for 
admission, or other revenue streams which have 
declined as a result of the pandemic.  Fortunately, 
our club remains financially as healthy as ever.   
 
The cornerstone of our organization’s health is you, 
our members, and the dues you pay.  Currently, our 
dues renewals process is well underway, as the first 
electronic notice was sent out after Thanksgiving 
and first mailing sent out at New Years.  As of this 
writing at end of January, we still have 50 members 
who have not communicated following two contacts 
for renewal.  We would like to hear from you.  By 
the time you receive this journal, those who have 
not submitted dues payment will have received two 
more notices.  While shaking the tree for dues is not 
a pleasant process, it is our obligation to keep our 
organization strong and healthy.  Our annual dues 
essentially match the annual cost of publishing and 
mailing our award winning journal, Western 
Express.  While we wish we had the resources to be 
a dues-free organization, we know the value of our 
publication and the members-only section of our 
website. 
 
On a high note, we added five new members in 
January.  This is the largest single month of new 
membership since I assumed the Treasurer’s role in 
2016.   
 
Like you, I hope WESTPEX can carry forward 
during the new revised date this summer (currently 
scheduled for July 30, 31 and Aug 1, 2021).  I plan 
to be there and look forward to meeting many of 
you in person.   
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Message 
Submitted by Ken Stach 
 
I trust this issue finds everyone in good health.  I 
was speaking with an auctioneer the other day, who 
shared the silver lining on the dark cloud known as 
2020...there has been a significant uptick in the 
market for philatelic material.  You’ve probably all 
seen that in terms of strong auction results.  It only 
took a global pandemic to kick start philately.  All 
the best in 2021.   

 
Book Review:  Nevada County Postmarks and 
Covers by WCS member Michael J. Rainey with 
over 100 (8.5x11) color pages is now available 
online from Amazon Books for $29.95.  The book is 
packed with three decades of collecting data and 
research information focused on the heart of the 
Northern Mines, Nevada County.  This book greatly 
expands upon the parameters of Williams’ landmark 
work, including many earlier, later, and unlisted 
postmarks, manuscripts postmarks, and all with 
value ratings.  Additionally, the author’s collection 
of over a thousand covers showing postmark dates, 
sources, dates purchased, prices paid, and cover 
descriptions is included - a valuable source of 
information both for collectors and dealers alike, 
and not found anywhere else.  This book is a must 
for anyone collecting Nevada County, CA 
postmarks or the express companies serving the 
region.   
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You get one chance to sell your collection for the highest price. 
When you sell through Siegel, you take no chances. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $300,000-400,000 
SOLD FOR $460,000 

Estimate  $40,000-50,000 
SOLD FOR $132,250 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $120,750 

 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $149,500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Estimate  $500,000-750,000 

SOLD FOR $632,500 
Estimate  $200,000-300,000 

SOLD FOR $299,000 
 

The spectacular realizations for Pony Express covers 
sold through Siegel auctions are evidence of our firm’s 
unmatched ability to present and promote sales. 

When you decide to sell your collection, doesn’t it make 
sense to work with experienced professionals who know 
the material and the market? 

 
 

 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

 

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • (212) 753-6421 • SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM 
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In May 1850, a large group 
of miners set out from 
Grass Valley with a man 
named Thomas Stoddard.   
He claimed to have seen a 
lake, somewhere near the 
headwaters of the Middle 
Fork Feather River, whose 
shore and bottom was 
paved with gold. (1)  Perhaps 
a thousand or more would-
be miners were added from 
Marysville, almost 
depopulating the city 
temporarily. (2)  Stoddard’s 
followers came near 
lynching him when the 
venture became a 
“humbug,” as no such lake 
was found.  However, 
several rich, gold-bearing 
districts were located in the 
summer of 1850 by miners 
returning from the Gold 
Lake debacle.  One of these 
areas encompassed the 
Gibsonville and Port Wine 
Ridges in what was then 
Butte County.  The area 
now straddles the boundary 
between Plumas and Sierra 
Counties and lies within the 
Slate Creek Basin. (3)  The 
first gold strike in this 
district was made in July 
1850. 
 
The map in Figure 1 shows 
the mining camps of the 
1850’s in the vicinity of the 
Gibsonville and Port Wine 
Ridges.  The camps named 
in bold, black text had 
express service and 
eventually postal service 
from or after 1855.  Camps 
named in red text had 
express service, but no post 
office.  The camps shown 
in gray text had neither 

Route Maps of Express Companies Serving the Gibsonville 
Ridge, Plumas and Sierra Counties, California (Part 1) 

By Scott W. Prior 

Figure 1.  Topographic map showing the mining camps of the 1850’s around the 
Gibsonville and Port Wine Ridges, Plumas and Sierra Counties, California.  See 
inset explanation for details.  This map is a portion of the United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) Downieville quadrangle, edition of 1896.  The outcrops of the 
Eocene Yuba River channels were taken from the Economic Geology sheet in 
Doolittle, Charles D. and H. W. Turner, 1897, Geologic Atlas of the United States, 
Downieville, California Folio.  
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service.  The bluish-gray filled areas are the channel 
remnants of the ancestral Yuba River system. (4)  

Most of this district’s gold was recovered near the 
base of these ancient river gravels.  An assemblage 
of plant fossils found in some of the interbedded 
shales place these channels within the Eocene 
Epoch, or roughly 40 to 50 million years ago. (5)  

Many of the mining camps were sited on or near 
these rich placer deposits.   

During the period from gold discovery in July 1850 
through 1870, there were at least 44 express 
companies that provided service to at least some of 
the camps along the Gibsonville and/or Port Wine 
Ridges.  The chart in Figure 2 lists these companies 
chronologically by their dates of operation.  
Different partnership groupings are treated as 
separate companies.  The time columns are divided 
into six month increments and are labeled 1H for 

Figure 2.  Chronological chart of the operating periods of the express companies serving the Gibsonville and Port 
Wine Ridge camps.  Each column is of six months duration.  The various partnership arrangements are shown as 
separate companies, since they normally had their own unique set of handstamps and/or printed franks. 
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first half of the stated year and 2H for the second 
half.   
 
A few companies, such as Doud’s Snowshoe 
Express, Miner’s Weekly Express and Muma & 
Co.’s Express, have no known covers.  Others, such 
as Langton’s Pioneer Express, Pacific Union 
Express, and Wells, Fargo & Co., have a few 
hundred examples each, if one includes their covers 
to all of the destinations they served.  However, lest 
the reader think that express covers to and from the 

Gibsonville and Port Wine Ridge camps are 
common, Figure 3 was prepared to show the number 
of known express covers carried to or from those 
camps.  The number of different express companies 
that conveyed those covers is also indicated with the 
orange bar.  Only half of the listed camps have 
extant covers, with most of those camps having 10 
or fewer known covers.  The basis for the cover 
count is the cover census in the third edition of 
Thomas (2020). (6) 
 

Figure 3.  Chart showing the total known number of express covers delivered to or originating from the 
Gibsonville and Port Wine Ridge camps (blue colored columns).  The orange colored column shows the 
number of different express companies involved in carrying those covers.  Cover census data from Thomas 
(2020), 3rd edition.   
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New edition of The Western Express Companies 1950 – 1890 is Available! 
 
 The new 4th Edition lists 326 new covers since the printed version came out last year 
 Two new express companies are identified and discussed 
 The book illustrates several new franks and hand stamps 
 The 4th Edition clarifies and adds to factual information pertaining to many other expresses 
 
The eBook (PDF) is available for only $39.90 from the United Postal Stationery Society.  To 
order go the UPSS website (www.upss.org), select ‘ePublications’, then ‘Western Express 
Companies’ and pay with Paypal. 
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Bruce Mosher’s article on the South-Western 
Express Company in the December 2020 Western 
Express provides a major contribution by 
reproducing newspaper ads and notices to create a 
much clearer picture of this company’s activities.  
Although the postal artifacts of the South-Western 
Express Company are extremely rare (two known 
covers), the company and its principal, J. J. 
McKeever, played important roles in the private 
mail system that operated in the South before, 
during, and after the Civil War.  They deserve 
scholarly attention, and Mr. Mosher has performed 
a valuable service in that effort. 
 
Mr. Mosher refers to the book we co-authored, 
Special Mail Routes of the American Civil War: A 
Guide to Across-the-Lines Postal History.  
Specifically, Mr. Mosher identified a transcription 
error on pages 166-167, in which the correct words 
“South-Western Express” were incorrectly 
transcribed as “Southern Express.”  This is, indeed, 
a mistake.  One of the ads has a headline “Southern 
Express Company,” but the text we misquoted 
refers to the “South-Western Express.”   
 
However, Mr. Mosher strongly disagrees with a 
statement in our book that the South-Western 
Express Company might have been a subsidiary of 
or closely affiliated with the Southern Express 
Company, the firm that sprang into existence at the 
beginning of the Civil War from its roots in the 
Adams Express Company.  Mr. Mosher suggests 
that this “speculation” was the result of the 
transcribing error, which is not the case.  It was 
actually based on a broader reading of express 
company history. 
 
Several postal historians have postulated that 
networks of express companies with different 
names were actually controlled by a silent principal.  
The late Calvet M. Hahn proposed that Alvin 
Adams had actually controlled numerous eastern 
express companies, which operated under names 
other than Adams.  While it is true that no 
documentary evidence has been produced to prove 
this historical theory, there is circumstantial 
evidence to support it. 
 
At the outset of the Civil War, the creation of the 
Southern Express Company was a deliberate action 

by Adams Express to create a separation between its 
operations in seceded states and in loyal states.  The 
“Harnden” name was also used under the Adams 
and Southern Express ownership.  There were 
contemporary accusations that Adams Express was 
attempting to conceal ownership of Southern assets 
and income from operations in Southern states. 
 
Whether or not these accusations could be proven 
then or now is immaterial.  The incentive to protect 
assets and income from seizure, and to avoid losing 
valuable contracts, was obviously something that 
affected the decision-making by Adams Express 
directors. 
 
Mr. Mosher is correct that J. J. McKeever was 
president of a corporation that operated under the 
name “South-Western Express Company.”  
However, McKeever was an agent of Adams 
Express (and then the Southern Express Company) 
while he ran the South-Western Express Company.  
They had the same address at 96 Camp Street.  They 
advertised linked service beyond the routes covered 
by South-Western Express Company.  Other 
connections probably exist. 
 
Starting an express company required capital.  
South-Western Express Company evidently 
acquired the pre-war Jones Express.  They had the 
infrastructure to run a major route between Texas, 
New Orleans and Mexico.  While McKeever might 
have had the resources to establish this enterprise 
independent of Adams and Southern Express, it is 
not hyper-speculative to suggest that the Southern 
Express quietly financed McKeever to expand 
service into the southwestern region. 
 
The complete answer might never be known.  Mr. 
Mosher has certainly advanced our knowledge of 
how the South-Western Express Company 
advertised itself.  However, until documentation of 
the financing of this firm comes to light, its 
lifeblood source cannot be known.  Stating 
unequivocally that it was completely independent is 
as speculative as stating it was definitely an Adams/
Southern subsidiary. 
 
We have one minor, unrelated correction to Mr. 
Mosher’s article.  In describing the “South-Western 
Express Company” imprint cover pictured in his 

McKeever and the South-Western Express Company 
By Scott R. Trepel and Steven C. Walske 
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The gold-rush to Canyon Creek, a tributary to 
Oregon’s John Day River in Central Oregon, began 
in earnest in 1862.  That year, George Irving 
Hazeltine, usually known as Irving, joined a group 
of miners who came up from California in an 
attempt to make their fortunes at the new mines.  
Irving had left his wife Emeline behind in Millville, 
Shasta County, California, with hopes of later 
bringing her up to the mines if conditions were right 
and he was successful.  Irving had some success 
mining, built a cabin, and was a partner in the 
Whiskey Gulch Saloon, the first saloon in Canyon 
City.  In 1863, he returned to California and came 
back to Canyon City on horseback through Indian 
country with his wife, Emeline.  The couple 
produced the first child born in Canyon City and 
lived most of their lives there until Irving’s death in 
1918 at the age of 82.  Emeline outlived her 
husband before dying at age 92, at which time her 
family found a stash of 1862 and 1863 letters 
written between Irving and Emeline.  Their grand-
daughter, Helen Rand, transcribed these early letters 
which are included in her 1981 book, “Whiskey 
Gulch.” 
 
Early mail from the Canyon City mines was carried 
by express companies almost 200 miles to The 
Dalles on the Columbia River.  If addressed 

elsewhere, letters were either mailed at The Dalles 
or sent on by Wells Fargo, who had an office there.  
The first express to carry mail from Canyon City to 
The Dalles was Brents & Nelson, beginning in the 
summer of 1862.  Thomas Brents would become the 
first Canyon City postmaster on April 23, 1864.  In 
1866, Brents became a state legislator from Grant 
County, then became a member of the Oregon Bar.  
Later, he and his wife moved to Walla Walla, 
Washington Territory and he served as superior 
judge of Walla Walla County from 1896 to 1912.  
His partner in the short-lived express company 
between Canyon City and The Dalles, Napoleon 
Nelson, ran a pack-train over the same route after 
the express partnership was terminated.  In 1924, 
Nelson lived at Oak Grove in Clackamas County 
Oregon, was a supporter of women’s suffrage, and 
decided to run as a third party candidate for 
President of the United States.  Needless to say, that 
didn’t go too well!  
  
In the Edwards Collection, sold by Christies Robson 
Lowe on October 29, 1991 in New York, was a 
Brents & Nelson’s Express cover sent to “Mrs. E.C. 
Hazeltine” at Millville, California.  I purchased that 
envelope (Figure 1) which is referenced but not 
illustrated in the Oscar Thomas book, The Western 
Express Companies, 1850-1890.  Previously, I had 

Canyon City, Oregon – 1862-1863 
By Dale Forster 

Figure 1.  Canyon City to The Dalles by Brents & Nelson’s Express; The Dalles 
(April 10, 1863) to Millville California by Wells Fargo.   
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P.O. Box 2466 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA  92067 

 
 

Phone:  (760) 497-7348 
Email:  Michael.A.Kent@att.net 



Sold $8,000 December, 2020 

December, 2020 Sold $18,000 


	Western Express - March 2021
	Recent Awards
	President’s Message Submitted by Michael Perlman
	Secretary’s Report Submitted by Scott Prior
	Treasurer’s Report Submitted by Ryan Baum
	Editor’s Message Submitted by Ken Stach
	Western Express - Section Editors
	Advertisement - Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries
	Route Maps of Express Companies Serving the Gibsonville Ridge, Plumas and Sierra Counties, California (Part 1)By Scott W. Prior
	New edition of The Western Express Companies 1950 – 1890 is Available!
	McKeever and the South-Western Express Company By Scott R. Trepel and Steven C. Walske
	Advertisement - H.R. harmer Fine Stam Auctions
	Advertisement - Americana Stamps "SEE the difference"
	Canyon City, Oregon – 1862-1863 By Dale Forster
	Advertisements
	Advertisement - Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions



