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 President’s Message 
Submitted by Michael Perlman 
 
This is my final installment of the “President’s 
Message” for the Western Express.  It seems like it 
was yesterday when I became President of the 
Western Cover Society.  In fact, it has been 11 years 
since I was elected to the position.  I originally 
thought that I would be President for no more than a 
couple of years, but it’s funny how things don’t 
always work out the way you think they will.  While 
I am stepping down and handing the office over to a 
much more qualified President, I will remain 
involved as a board member.  All the board 
members have been a tremendous help during my 
tenure as President.  But, there is one person I 
would like to single out for always “being there.”  
Ken Stach, I cannot imagine being President 
without your help as a board member and for your 
phenomenal service as Editor & Publisher of the 
Western Express.  You made me look good.  Thank 
you, Ken. 
 
I would like to make an acknowledgement to Paul 
Harter of Phoenix, AZ.  Thank you, Paul, for your 
sponsorship of the “perfect binding” upgrade to our 
journal.  The entire Society has benefitted from your 
thoughtfulness and generosity!    
 
Now for the fun...finally, Westpex is back to being 
the premier April Show!  Westpex 2022 is set for 
April 22-24 at the San Francisco Marriott 
Waterfront Hotel.  If you have not already done so, 
now is the time to plan for your trip to the show.  
The Western Cover Society has a Board of 
Directors’ meeting on Friday, April 22nd at 5 PM.  
On Saturday April 23rd at noon in Bayside I, we 
have the long delayed presentation “Pacific 
Northwest Postal History” by Dale Forster and 
Larry Maddux.  I hope to see all of you there. 
 

In Memoriam - Stanley Piller 
 
Stanley Piller recently passed away in New York.  
Stanley was one of the most knowledgeable stamp 
dealers in America.  He was already a fixture at 
almost every stamp show when I began collecting in 
1992.  Stanley was always willing to share his 
knowledge with collectors.  At shows you could 
find his chairs filled with collectors, examining his 
large inventory.  Stanley loved to explain why you 
needed to buy an item in his stock.  Stanley was 
loud and opinionated, but also very knowledgeable.  
Good bye, Stanley…dealer bourses won’t be the 
same without you! 

Secretary’s Report 
Submitted by Scott Prior 
 
Ellen and I drove to the Mesa stamp show in 
February and I had a nice visit with many of the 
vendors (about 24 were present).  However, there 
wasn’t too much in the way of western material. 
The Arizona & New Mexico Postal History Society 
has come out with an updated Arizona Territorial 
Postmark Catalog (13th edition).  Very well done.   
 
 
Membership:   
 
New Members: 
 
 David Rueppel, (#1609), Enola, PA, 17025.  

David collects registered mail between Mexico 
and the U.S. and also Pacific coast Ship mail.   

 Richard Wrona, (#1610), McLean, VA, 22106. 
 
Deaths: 
 
Stamley M. Piller (WCS # 591), passed away in 
November 2021.  Please see President Perlman’s 
report for more information.   
 
 
Book Sale: 
 
Another five books were sold as a result of the 
December book sale, raising an additional $82.25. 
 
 
Oscar Thomas’ “Western Express Companies, 
1850-1890”, 5th edition. 
 
I now have approximately 165 new cover scans for 
the next edition, if and when published.  Thanks to 
those members who submitted scans to me of covers 
not listed and/or illustrated in the 4th edition.  If you 
have any western express covers in your collection 
that could be added to the 5th edition, please send 
300 dpi scans to me at 7figmo@gmail.com 
 
 
Collectors Club (New York), WCS Member 
Presentations  
 
At their special January 19th meeting, the WCS was 
featured and three of our members gave online talks 
to more than 200 attendees.   Many thanks to those 
members who gave such informative and interesting 
presentations.  Those presenting were: 
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  Gordon Eubanks:  The Sad History of the 
California Penny Post 

 Ryan Baum:  Chrysopolis; City of Gold 
 Fred Gregory:  G.B. Post’s Letter Express – 

Honolulu/San Francisco (1852-1856) 
 
You may view a video of these presentations at 
www.collectorsclub.org  
  
 
Western Postal Puzzle: 
 
Only two replies were received for the September 
Western Postal Puzzle and none were received for 
the June Puzzle.  No cover submissions from WCS 
members have been received, so this feature will be 
discontinued until further notice.  If anyone would 
like my answers to either of the postal puzzles, 
please let me know. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Ryan Baum 
 
Westpex will shortly be upon us.  I have been 
looking forward to it since last year’s closing 
day.  Unfortunately, I will miss this year’s event as 
my Reserve two week annual obligation overlaps 
with this year’s schedule.  If anyone would like an 
APO/FPO cover sent from overseas, let me know, 
as I will still enjoy a philatelic dimension even if 
from afar.   
 
You may have heard that the Western Cover Society 
is one of the sponsoring clubs of this year’s 
convention.  As part of our sponsorship, we have 
rallied several members to place western express 
material in the show’s exhibit frames.  I have 
created my first exhibit as a one frame history of the 
development and evolution of all-over shaded 
advertising covers of the western express 
companies.  I appreciate the support and advice I 
have received from fellow board members given 
this first attempt.  I also appreciate the advice my 
wife Alice has provided as she has created many 
scientific displays over her career in poster 
format.  I hope you will have a chance to attend 
Westpex and enjoy the western express exhibit 
frames. 
 
Prior to Westpex and our annual board meeting, I 
will provide a written financial report of our society 
(which will be included in the June issue).  We 
continue in good standing with high levels of 

membership renewals, many members who have 
renewed at higher membership levels, and several 
members who have donated additional funds or 
books which we have sold for donations.   
 
 
WCS as a Featured Society at WESTPEX 2022 
Submitted by Rick Mingee 
 
As reported in the last issue of Western Express, 
WCS is a Featured Society for the upcoming 
Westpex, April 22-24, 2022, and by the time you 
receive the current journal the show will be 
imminent.  Since the last report, we have made great 
progress towards the event.  The WCS minimum  
commitment of 35 frames of exhibition material 
from our membership actually came in at 45 frames 
of accepted exhibits by the Westpex committee.  At 
the show, you will find many fine western postal 
history frames from WCS exhibitors, Ryan Baum, 
Dale Forster, Dennis Hassler, Larry Maddox, 
Michael Mahler, Scott Prior and myself.  The 
Westpex website will have these exhibits (as well as 
others) listed in March. 
 
As of this writing, I am still working volunteer 
staffing for our WCS table at the show.  If we 
cannot cover all the (two hour) slots with our board 
members, an e-blast will be sent to the general 
membership soliciting additional help.  If you are 
reading this article and I am still looking for 
coverage (by that late it would NOT be awesome!), 
contact me at the below info.  Also, please plan to 
attend the presentation entitled "Pacific Northwest 
Postal History", by Dale Forster and Larry Maddux, 
which will begin at noon on Saturday April 23 in 
the Bayside I conference room. 
 
As I said in the last issue, I am looking forward to 
our society showing off what we have in the form of 
exhibits, presentations, promo, and the like.  Lest 
we forget, it will be THREE years since our last get 
together during Westpex 2019.  I look forward to 
seeing you all once again at Westpex 2022.  Feel 
free to contact me at rmingee@frii.com regarding 
this topic if you desire. 
 
Rick Mingee - Vice President (and contact point for 
WCS as a Featured Society, Westpex 2022).   
 
 

∞§∞§∞§∞§∞  
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William C. ("Bill") Tatham, son of Norman and 
Dorothy Tatham, was born in Huntington Beach, 
California on January 9, 1943.  Bill passed away on 
August 6, 2021 at his home in Santa Rosa, 
California at the age of 78.  Bill's wife, Shirley, 
previously passed away on April 5, 2017.  Bill 
leaves behind his son, William Tatham Jr., and 
grandson and granddaughter, Scout and Leeloo 
Tatham. 
 
Early on, Bill pursued a career in the aircraft 
manufacturing industry, working first for Douglas 
Aircraft Co., which he left during the 1970's to 
realize his dreams of working in philately full time, 
and owning his own stamp shop.  Bill operated 
“Tatham's Stamps” for a period of five years before 
joining Boeing Aircraft Co., which had absorbed 
Douglas.  At both Douglas and Boeing, Bill 
functioned as an analyst and cost estimator, known 

for his ability to accurately project and effectively 
manage the short-term and long-term costs 
associated with multifaceted projects in a 
fluctuating and evolving industry. 
 
Bill was an inveterate collector whose interests 
varied widely.  Seashells, mineral specimens, 
orchids (grown in his own greenhouse) and Native 
American rugs all piqued Bill's interest at one time 
or another.  However, it was philately which reigned 
supreme, and which stemmed from Bill's love of 
global history.  While Bill formed notable 
collections of Bermuda and Eastern Rumelia stamps 
and postal history (among others), it was the postal 
history of the American West which increasingly 
garnered Bill's attention.  His collection of 
California Postal History was legendary in its scope, 
completeness, and rarity, and his holding of 
California town-canceled covers and express covers 

It is with deep regret that we announce the death of Western Cover Society 
member and director Bill Tatham, who passed away at his residence in 
Santa Rosa, California on August 6, 2021. Bill was a stalwart among 
Western Express and California town cancellation collectors.  The above 
photo was taken at the Taos Philatelic Rendezvous in 2013, with fellow 
WCS member Gordon Eubanks in the background.   

In Memoriam - Bill Tatham 
By James Blaine 
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 was such that if broken down into individual County 
segments, each would have been exhibit worthy in 
its own right.  On the singular occasion on which 
Bill did so, his exhibit of Butte County Postal 
History garnered numerous accolades and awards. 
 
Never content with simply acquiring significant 
stamps and covers (although he truly reveled in the 
"thrill of the hunt"), Bill was committed to 
researching and documenting not only his own 
acquisitions, but also singular items and major 
holdings of stamps and covers of others whose 
material was relevant to Bill's collecting interests.  
During the course of one such endeavor, I observed 
the following anecdotal occurrence resulting from 
Bill's voluminous knowledge of diverse philatelic 
subjects/genres. 
 
Six months prior to the May 13, 2004 Harmer Sale 
of the Dale-Lichtenstein Collection of Western 
Express Covers, Bill traveled to New York City at 
the invitation of Keith Harmer to study and record 
the collection in its entirety for posterity.  I was 
privileged to have accompanied Bill on that 
occasion. When scanning a batch of covers which 
had been segregated for inclusion in a large lot in 
the future sale, Bill noted a particular cover which 
he called to the attention of Keith Harmer.  Bill 
mentioned to Keith that the applicable cover was 
extremely rare and desirable (and why such was the 
case), and Keith afterwards re-designated the cover 
for single-lotting as Lot #1239 in the upcoming sale.  
On the day of the sale, the cover elicited spirited 

bidding, and sold for $20,000, plus commission.  
Yes, Bill had an "eye," and the requisite knowledge 
to go along with it. 
 
Bill joined the Western Cover Society as member 
#563, and he ably served the Society in many 
different capacities, including as President and Vice 
President.  At the time of his passing, Bill was a 
member of the WCS Board of Directors (an elected 
position which he filled for many successive years), 
as well as being the California & Nevada Towns 
Section Editor of the Society's quarterly journal, 
Western Express.  Bill authored, and co-authored, 
several fine articles for Western Express, and he was 
a major contributor to "The Western Express 
Companies, 1850-1890,” the paramount treatise on 
Western Expresses and their surviving covers, 
authored by Oscar M. Thomas.  When writing his 
book, Oscar drew extensively on Bill's knowledge 
and expertise concerning Western Covers, and he 
later often commented on Bill's steadfast support 
and participation throughout the many years that it 
took to complete the project, and the revisions 
which followed. 
 
Bill was a tremendous asset to philately as a whole, 
and particularly to those of us in the Western Cover 
Society who shared his interest in Western Postal 
History and, most of all, who enjoyed his friendship 
and camaraderie over the years.  Good-bye old 
friend—you will be sorely missed. 
 

∞§∞§∞§∞§∞  
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You get one chance to sell your collection for the highest price. 
When you sell through Siegel, you take no chances. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $300,000-400,000 
SOLD FOR $460,000 

Estimate  $40,000-50,000 
SOLD FOR $132,250 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $120,750 

 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $149,500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Estimate  $500,000-750,000 

SOLD FOR $632,500 
Estimate  $200,000-300,000 

SOLD FOR $299,000 
 

The spectacular realizations for Pony Express covers 
sold through Siegel auctions are evidence of our firm’s 
unmatched ability to present and promote sales. 

When you decide to sell your collection, doesn’t it make 
sense to work with experienced professionals who know 
the material and the market? 

 
 

 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

 

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • (212) 753-6421 • SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM 
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This is the second installment of a four part series of 
articles discussing and illustrating the routes of 
express companies serving at least a portion of the 
Gibsonville and Port Wine Ridge area of Plumas 
and Sierra Counties.  A total of 43 express 
companies are known to have served this area and 
38 of them have known cover examples.  The first 
article, in the March 2021 issue of Western Express, 
covered 11 express companies (1) and a further 11 
companies are treated herein.  The methodology 
used for this study was covered in the first 
installment of this series.   
 
Langton’s Pioneer Express service to Nevada was 
researched in order to complete his route maps even 
though these routes do not directly impact the focus 
area.  Nevada Place Names, by Carlson (1974) was 
of help in finding some of the lesser known Nevada 
camps served by Langton. (2) Francis & Co.’s 
Nevada routes were also investigated and are 
discussed.  Lastly, notes on some obscure mining 
camps appear at the end of this article.   
 
Although Nevada Territory was not carved from 
Utah Territory until March 2, 1861, the term 
“Nevada Territory” will sometimes be used prior to 
this date to make it clear that we are in fact talking 
about places in what is now western Nevada and not 
in current Utah. 
 
The following 11 express companies are included in 
this article.     
 

Francis & Co.’s Express: November 1859 to 
May 3, 1862 (Figures 4 and 6)  
Jones & Co.’s Express: Late 1851 to August 
1852 (Figure 17) 
Jones & Haskins’ Weekly Express: August 
1852 to late October 1852 (Figure 20) 
Jones & Co.’s Feather River Express: late 
October 1852 to January 1853 (Figure 24) 
Langton’s Express, 1st and 2nd operating 
periods: February 1850 to March 1851 (no map) 
Langton & Co.’s Express, 3rd operating 
period: March 1851 through September 1852 
(Figure 28) 
Langton & Bros Express, 4th operating period: 
Early October 1852 to February 1855 (Figure 31) 
Langton’s Pioneer Express, 5th operating 
period: February 1855 to August 24, 1864 

(Figures 35, 42, 44, 45 and 53) 
Langton’s Pioneer Express, 6th operating 
period: August 24, 1864 to November 21, 1865 
(Figures 69 and 73) 
Lamping & Co.’s Express: November 1865 to 
August 1866 (Figure 76) 
La Porte Express Co.: January 8, 1866 to 
October 1866 (Figure 81) 

 
Each express company will be covered individually 
in the sections that follow.   
 
 
Francis & Co.’s Express 

Francis & Co.’s Express: (November 1859 to May 
3, 1862).  Francis & Co. is first mentioned in the 
Sacramento Daily Union of November 7, 1859.  It 
was therein announced that he was about to start a 
weekly express from La Porte in Sierra County 
(now in Plumas County) to Truckee Meadows (now 
Reno), Carson City, Virginia City and Gold Hill, 
Nevada Territory (Figure 1). (3)  On November 15, 
1859, the same newspaper added the following 
(Figure 2): (4)     

Route Maps of Express Companies Serving the Gibsonville 
Ridge, Plumas and Sierra Counties, California - Part 2 

By Scott W. Prior 

Figure 1.  The first announcement of Francis & Co.’s 
weekly express between La Porte, California and the 
towns and mining camps of western Nevada.  
Sacramento Daily Union, November 7, 1859, page 2, 
column 1. 

Figure 2.  Editor’s note reporting Francis’ first trip 
was to commence November 14.  Sacramento Daily 
Union, November 15, 1859, page 3, column 3. 
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 “Francis & Co., of Downieville, were to 
commence running a weekly express to 
Truckee Meadows, Virginia City, Gold Hill 
and Carson City, yesterday, and will make 
weekly trips during the season.” 

 
From the above two articles, one is not quite sure if 
Francis had really commenced operating or not, 
since they refer to an entity apparently not yet in 
operation.  However, subsequent articles remove 
this doubt.  The Marysville Daily National 
Democrat of December 1, 1859 printed a long letter 
penned by “W. Wellington C.” (sic) at Gibsonville 
on November 26th. (5)  It describes the local winter 
conditions and provides useful information about 
Francis’ express at that time.  Only a relevant 
passage is quoted below as the entire article is too 
lengthy to include in full, and contains commentary 
not germane to this study.  A few explanatory 
comments are inserted between brackets, based on a 
reading of the entire letter: 
 

“This section [Gibsonville area] is indebted to 
Charles Nelson, a Norwegian, and the most 
indefatigable and self-sacrificing express-
man that ever invaded these inhospitable 
dominions of nature, for an introduction to 
that elegant and expeditious traveling 
vehicle [skis].  Charley will shoulder his 
seventy-five pounds of express matter, 
mount his skates, and glide off a[s] graceful 
as a feather on the placid current of the 
Mississippi.  Messrs. Francis and C. [sic] 
Bump, our worthy express firm, have 
secured Charley’s services for the winter, 
which is still further evidence of their 
heretofore marked determination to cater to 
the reading desires of the community, let it 
cost what it will.  They [Francis and Bump] 
take a little [sic] the most trouble, and 
undergo a little [sic] the most exposure and 
deprivation, for the sake of being prompt 
and punctual in delivering their express 
matter of any other firm I was ever 
acquainted with.  Their conduct is governed 
by such strict urbanity and devotion to 
business, that they not only gain the 
confidence of all those with whom they 
come in contact, but they retain it.” 

 
In its reprint of an undated notice from the La Porte 
Mountain Messenger, the Marysville Daily National 
Democrat confirmed in its July 31, 1860 issue, the 
continuation of Francis' Express to Washoe, Nevada 

(Figure 3).  Most issues of the Mountain Messenger 
published before October 27, 1860 have not been 
preserved, with only a few scattered issues 
surviving prior to this date. 
 

“Express from La Porte to Washoe. – Francis 
& Co. are now running a weekly express 
from this place to Washoe.  They leave here 
early in the morning, and arrive at Penman’s, 
a distance of thirty miles, shortly after 
dinner; and at Penman’s connect with the 
stage for Virginia and Carson City.  Bob 
Francis says that the trip from this place to 
Virginia City can be made in one day. – 
Mountain Messenger.” 

 
Information from the above referenced newspaper 
notices was used to construct the route map for the 
early period of Francis’ operation.  It is shown in 
Figure 4 (following page).  This map omits Francis’ 
later known stops along, and to the east of, the 
Gibsonville and Port Wine Ridge area as there is no 
evidence that he was at this time distributing 
express matter beyond his western terminus at La 
Porte.  
 
The July 26, 1860 issue of the Plumas Argus, shown 
in Figure 5 (following page), is the earliest 
advertisement for Francis & Co.’s Express.   The 
stated first insertion date of “v3 26”, or volume 3, 
issue 26 of that newspaper, is in fact the July 26 
issue.  This advertisement noted that James S. Bump 
had become a partner, and that Francis had extended 
his operation throughout the Gibsonville and Port 
Wine Ridge area.  His schedule was semi-weekly 
between La Porte and the camps at Poorman’s 

Figure 3.  Notice confirming that Francis is running a 
weekly express between La Porte and Washoe, 
Nevada Territory via Penman’s [Ranch].  Marysville 
Daily National Democrat, July 31, 1860, page 4, 
column 3.  Originally printed in the La Porte 
Mountain Messenger. 
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Figure 4.  Francis & Co.’s initial route map between La Porte and his serviced camps in western 
Nevada.  This route followed the Beckworth trail via Beckworth Pass.   Non-advertised camps 
along his route to which he may have provided service are represented by the white circles with 
letter designations. 

Figure 5.  First Francis & Co.’s Express advertisement.  James S. Bump 
had become a partner.  Their Plumas and Sierra County camps are listed 
as well as their schedule.  Plumas Argus, July 26, 1860, page 2, column 3.  
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Creek, Hopkinsville and along Hopkin’s Creek.  
Only weekly service was provided to the farther 
flung camps of Eureka, Quartz Mills, Mammoth 
Mills and Jamison City.  Francis’ expansion along 
the Gibsonville Ridge was undoubtedly facilitated 

by his taking on partner James Bump.  The later 
phase of Francis’ route is shown in Figure 6.  
 
The July 26, 1860 Plumas Argus advertisement 
reported that Francis connected at Quincy with 

Figure 6.  Francis & Co.’s revised route map, per his July 1860 and later advertise-
ments.  He became a local delivery agent serving the camps in the vicinity of the 
Gibsonville Ridge and east to Jamison Creek and Eureka Mills.  Although he 
advertised a connection with Whiting & Co.’s Feather River Express at Quincy, there 
is no evidence that he ever used this connection and there are no known Francis covers 
with a Quincy postmark.   
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Whiting & Co.’s Express, and at La Porte with 
Everts, Wilson & Co.  However, none of the 16 
known Francis covers show conjunctive usages with 
any other express company.  Francis instead 
deposited his outgoing mail at post offices along his 
route.  Examples are known from Gibsonville, La 
Porte, Onion Valley and Virginia City.  Thus, 
Francis was able to keep the entire express fee for 
himself.  It appears that Francis’ listing of 
connections with well-established and reputable 
express lines may have just been an advertising ploy 
to increase the stature of his operation.  This may 
provide some insight into the character of the man.  
More on this subject will be revealed later in this 
section.  
 
Commencing with Francis’ first advertisement in 
the July 26, 1860 issue of the Plumas Argus and 
continuing from the first available Mountain 
Messenger advertisement of October 27, 1860, it is 
seen that Francis no longer advertised delivery to 
western Nevada (Utah Territory at that time).  One 
may infer from these advertisements that Francis 
had dropped his Nevada connections by late July 
1860.  However, a Francis-carried cover to Virginia 
City has recently come to light and is illustrated in 
Figure 7.  The Virginia City, Utah Territory date 
stamp of August 10 places this cover in 1860, as 
Nevada Territory was created from Utah Territory 
on March 2, 1861.  Also, Francis was no longer in 
business the following August.   Thus, it is thought 
that Francis’ suspension of his Nevada newspaper 
advertisements in late July 1860, was in anticipation 

Figure 7.  The only known Francis cover carried to Nevada (then Utah 
Territory).  Courtesy H. R. Harmer. 

Figure 8.  First available Francis & Co.’s Express 
advertisement in the Mountain Messenger, October 
27, 1860, page 4, column 3.  This is the earliest 
advertisement to mention Francis’ pre-paid 
envelopes.   
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of his planned cessation of carriage to Nevada.  The 
subject August 10 cover was probably one of the 
last he carried to western Nevada.  
 
Why Francis dropped the Nevada portion of his 
route is uncertain, but perhaps Langton’s Pioneer 
Express had the lion’s share of the Nevada express 
trade by this time, and possibly this route segment 
was never particularly profitable to Francis.  As we 
will see later in this article, Langton began serving 
the western Nevada Territory camps in December of 
1858, or eleven months before Francis commenced 
operating.  The fact that only one of the 16 known 
Francis covers has a Nevada connection suggests he 

may have carried fewer covers to Nevada than he 
carried to his Sierra County, California destinations.   
 
The Mountain Messenger of October 27, 1860 
repeated the text from the Plumas Argus advertise-
ment of July 26, 1860, but added, “Letters 
forwarded by us must be enclosed in our pre-paid 
envelopes” (Figure 8, prior page).  The editor did 
not attach a first insertion date to this advertisement 
so it is unknown when it first appeared in the 
Mountain Messenger.   
 
At least three of the 16 Francis & Co.’s Express 
franked covers predate the earliest known Francis 

Figure 9.  The earliest 
Francis & Co.’s Express 
cover for which a scan is 
available (April 20, 1860).  
The Francis printed frank is 
one of two types known with 
this one found in both black 
and red ink.  Somewhat 
later, the sender of this 
cover also sent his mail by 
Everts, Wilson & Co. to the 
same addressee.   Thomas 
census WC8242.  Courtesy 
United Postal Stationary 
Society.   

Figure 10.  Another 
Francis cover predating his 
first advertisement.  This 
one bears the unique 
circular Francis & Co.’s 
Gibsonville hand stamp 
(Thomas type FRA-101).  
Courtesy United Postal 
Stationery Society.  
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advertisement of July 26, 1860.  Two of them are 
Thomas census WC8242, dated April 30, 1860, 
shown in Figure 9 (prior page), and Thomas census 
WC8238, dated July 18, 1860 and shown in Figure 
10 (prior page).  The latter cover also has the unique 
circular Francis & Co.’s/Express/Gibsonville hand 
stamp.  Thomas also records, but does not illustrate, 
a similarly franked cover dated April 10, 1860.  
Francis deposited these covers at the La Porte post 
office, so they do not help in determining when 
Francis expanded his route along the Gibsonville 
Ridge since La Porte was also the starting point of 
his earlier service to Nevada Territory.  
 
Robert Francis and partner James S. Bump 
purchased a lot and building on the south side of 
Main Street, Gibsonville on September 28, 1860 for 
the sum of $375. (6) This served as their new express 
office as they moved their base of operations to 
Gibsonville from La Porte.  Robert Francis’ oval 
Gibsonville hand stamp, illustrated in Figure 11, 
shows that he also ran a news agency at his 
Gibsonville office.  
 
By December of 1860, Francis bought out partner 
James Bump and then sold “a portion of his route” 
to George Swain as per a notice in the December 29 
issue of the Mountain Messenger (Figure 12).   
Swain remained a partner until August 23, 1861 
according to a dissolution notice published in the 
August 31, 1861 issue of the La Porte Mountain 
Messenger (Figure 13).  It appears that the reference 
to Francis selling “a portion of his route” to Swain 

Figure 11.  Cover showing 
the rare (two known, one 
of which is unused) Robert 
Francis / Gibsonville / 
Express & News Agent 
hand stamp (Thomas type 
FRA-100) on a Union 
patriotic cover.  Francis 
delivered it to the 
Gibsonville post office for 
delivery rather than hand 
it to another express 
company.  Courtesy of 
Michael Perlman.   

Figure 12.  Francis bought out partner James Bump 
and brought in new partner George Swain.  La Porte 
Mountain Messenger, December 29, 1860, page 2, 
column 5. 

Figure 13.  Dissolution notice showing Francis bought 
out partner George W. Swain effective August 23, 
1861.  La Porte Mountain Messenger, August 31, 
1861, page 2, column 6. 
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meant that the latter became a partner with Francis 
rather than Swain purchasing a segment of the 
Francis route for his own express endeavors. 
 
It is interesting that the wording of Francis & Co.’s 
advertisements is virtually identical to those of 
Muma & Co.’s Express whose operation preceded 
that of Francis.  Muma last advertised on April 21, 
1859 in the Plumas Argus (Figure 14). (7) One 
wonders if Francis had purchased Muma’s route, 
but no evidence of this has been found.  However, 
there is a gap of six and one-half months between 
Muma’s last advertisement and the first mention of 
Francis’ express.  It is to be noted that there are 
several examples of small express companies being 
in operation for some months before they began 
advertising.  See for example Jones & Co.’s Express 
in the next section of this article.   
 
The locations of all of the Francis-advertised camps 
are known.  Although he did not advertise service to 

Sawpit Flat, his route went through this small camp 
lying between Onion Valley and Richmond Hill (see 
Figure 6).  It was at Sawpit Flat where Francis shot 
Robert Oliver on September 26, 1868 (8), the latter 
dying on the following October 5th. (9) The shooting 
resulted from a year-long grudge held by Francis 
after Oliver had kicked him in the head, after 
Francis had been knocked to the ground during an 
altercation in the spring of 1867.  Francis was 
convicted and sentenced to 15 years in prison, but 
was pardoned by the Governor after serving less 
than three years.  His attorney successfully argued 
that the kick to Francis’ head had temporarily 
deranged him. (10)  He had a great attorney and a 
sympathetic Governor.  Francis disappears from 
history after his release from prison.  Robert Francis 
sold his express operation to Charles H. Morley and 
Homer B. Holland on May 3, 1862. (11) 
 
 
Jones & Co.’s Express 
 
Jones & Co.’s Express: (Late 1851 to August 1852).  
Expressman J. W. Jones may possibly be the J. W. 
Jones who arrived at San Francisco from Panama on 
the SS California on March 26, 1850, (12)   but, there 
is nothing supporting this speculation other than the 
match of the initials.  His first name remains 
elusive, but it may have been James, as there are 
references to a J. Jones, Jas Jones, Jones & Co., and 
James Jones in the register of the National Hotel at 
Bidwell’s bar during 1852 and 1853. (13)  This hotel 
register also lists outstanding bills as of November 
9, 1854, and “J. W. Jones Exp” is listed as owing 
$49.50. (14) This bill must have been carried forward 
for almost two years, based on when Jones quit 
expressing, and this puts him at the hotel when the 
other Jones entries were made. 

The earliest record of Expressman Jones is in the 
Sacramento Daily Union of December 2, 1851, 
shown in Figure 15, which reported: (15)    

Figure 14.  Latest known Muma & Co.’s Express 
advertisement from the Plumas Argus, April 21, 1859, 
page 3, column 6.  Compare the wording of this 
advertisement to that of the Francis & Co. 
advertisement in Figure 5.  The wording is identical 
save for Francis’ inclusion of a hand-off to Whiting 
at Quincy.  One wonders if Francis purchased 
Muma’s route, but no factual evidence supporting 
this possibility has been found. 

Figure 15.  Partial clipping of the earliest mention of 
Mr. J. W. Jones operating an express between Rich 
Bar on the East Branch of the North Fork Feather 
River and Sacramento.  Sacramento Daily Union, 
December 2, 1851, page 2, column 3. 
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 “Rich Bar, Feather River. – Mr. J. W. Jones, 
who left Rich Bar, 160 miles above 
Marysville, on the North Fork of Feather 
River, on the 26th ult [November 26], gives 
us some interesting items of intelligence 
from that vicinity.”  

Although Jones was operating his express by 
November 1851, his earliest known advertisement is 
in the January 13, 1852 issue of the Sacramento 
Daily Union (Figure 16). (16)  Jones announced that 
he had organized a monthly express for which he 
picked up express matter from Adams & Co. in 
Sacramento and delivered it to the camps along the 
East Branch of the North Fork Feather River.  These 
advertisements, which continue in that newspaper 
through May 13, 1852, indicate that his route went 
northwards via Marysville, Wyandot, Bidwell’s Bar 
and Spanish Ranch before turning west to the camps 
along the East Branch of the Feather River.  Jones’ 
route during his initial operational period is known 
as far as Bidwell’s bar (Figure 17, #3).  North of 
Bidwell’s Bar he advertised no specific service until 
reaching Spanish Ranch (Figure 17, #4) and camps 
along the East Branch of the North Fork Feather 
River.  Thus, one is left to guess whether he 
travelled via the “Quincy-Oroville Ridge Route”, as 
shown by the dashed red line between Bidwell’s Bar 
and Spanish Ranch on Figure 17 (following page), 
or whether he travelled via the South Fork Feather 
River and along what is now called the Quincy-La 
Porte Road (see Figure 20 in the next section).  
Jones used the latter route during his second 
operation period.  The Ridge Route is the author’s 
choice for Jones’ first period route for the following 
reasons: 

1) The route was in existence when Jones would 
have used it.  Several diarists recorded their 
1851 travel over the proposed segment used by 
Jones & Co.’s Express; for example, Adolphus 
Windeler (March 1851), (17) and Dame Shirley 
(September 1851). (18)   

2) This route is 35 miles shorter than the 
alternative route via La Porte and Onion Valley. 

3) The Ridge Route has a maximum elevation of 
5750’ while the alternate route is 800’ higher 
near Onion Valley.  Onion Valley can 
accumulate more than 25’ of snow in a bad 
winter (for example 1851-1852).  The winter of 
1850-1851 is reported to have been mild. (19)   

 
At expressman Jones’ office at Rich Bar gold dust 
was purchased at $10.50 per ounce according to a 
June 10, 1852 diary entry of Adolphus Windeler, a 
German sailor turned miner. (20)  Mr. Jones and his 
mule team are also mentioned in Dame Shirley’s 
“letter twenty-third”, penned November 21, 1852 
from her home at Indian Bar on the East Branch of 
the North Fork Feather River. (21) Herein she 
mentions that friends urged her to depart with Jones 
to escape the possibility of being snowed in for the 
winter.  She left a few days after Jones departed, 
never to return to her former home. 
 
There are only two known Jones & Co.’s Express 
cover from his first operational period, one of which 
is illustrated in Figure 18 (page 15).(22)  It is 
addressed to Sacramento City where Jones picked it 
up.  Although it lacks both a manuscript notation of 
Jones’ express fee and an indication of its final 
destination, other nearly contemporaneous letters 
from the Drummond correspondence were delivered 
by Jones’ Express to Rush Creek on the East Branch 
at an express charge of either $1.50 or $2.00.  The 
cover in Figure 18 is attributed to the first Jones & 
Co.’s operational period based on its contents, 
datelined “Salubria [Iowa} June 6th, 1852.”  The 
hand stamp on this example copies the design of the 
contemporary Adams & Co.’s oval rope hand 
stamp.  It was common in the 1851-1853 time frame 
for other express companies to mimic the design of 
the Adams hand stamp devices.  They probably used 
the same printer/engraver as did Adams. 
 
The reader may have noticed that the proposed 
Jones’ first period route did not serve the 
Gibsonville and Port Wine Ridge camps which are 
the subject of this article.  Jones did serve this area 
during his next partnership period which required a 
significant change in his route.  This change could 

Figure 16.  First Jones & Co.’s Express advertise-
ment from the Sacramento Daily Union of January 
13, 1852, page 2, column 7.   
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Figure 17.  Jones & Co.’s (first operating period) route map.  His route extended from Sacramento 
to Marysville and then northward along the Beckworth trail to Spanish Ranch where it turned 
northwestward to reach the camps along the East Branch of the North Fork Feather River.  The 
inset map in the upper left corner details the East Branch camps that Jones served.  
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have occurred within the latter part of Jones’ first 
operating period, as there is a gap in his advertising 
between May 13 and August 2, 1852.  A discussion 
of Jones’ first operating period was therefore 
included in this article. 
 
 
Jones & Haskins’ Weekly Express 
 
Jones & Haskins’ Weekly Express: (August 1852 
through October 1852).  Commencing with an 
August 2, 1852 advertisement in the Sacramento 
Daily Union, A. B. Haskin (sic) is listed in Jones’ 
Express advertisements, presumably as a partner 
(Figure 19).  This gentleman was Aaron B. Haskins 
and little else is known of him. (23)  This advertise-
ment reads in part: 
 

“Jones & Haskin’s Weekly Express, connecting 
with Adams & Co at Marysville, and thence to 
Sacramento, San Francisco, Atlantic States 
and Europe.  J. & H. have offices and attend to 
business at the following places: Charley’s 
Ranch, Rube’s Ranch, Bidwell’s Bar, 
Stringtown, Forbestown, Barker’s Ranch, 
Brother Jonathan Ranch, Strawberry Valley, 
Missouri Ranch, Lexington House, Spanish 
Flat, Slate Creek, Sears’ Diggins, Port Wine 
Diggings, Gibsonville, Upper and Lower 
Crossing of Canon (sic) Creek, Grass Valley, 
Onion Valley, Nelson’s, Hopkins’ and 

Poorman’s Creek, Rich Bar, Middle Fork, 
Rocky Bar, Taylorville [sic], City of ’76, 
American Valley, Spanish Ranch, Rich, 
Indian, Smith’s and Junction Bars and Rush 
Creek, North Fork Feather River.”  

Figure 18.  One of only two Jones & Co.’s Express cover used during his first 
operational period, this one with an enclosed letter datelined Salubria, Iowa June 
6, 1852.  Thomas Drummond was then working his claim along the East Branch of 
the North Fork Feather River.  Courtesy of Ken Stach.   

Figure 19.  First Jones & Haskins’ advertisement 
from the August 2, 1852 Sacramento Daily Union, 
page 2, column 6.   
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Figure 20.  Jones & Haskins route map.  Note the change in route from the previous Jones & Co.’s 
Express route (Figure 17).  This change could have occurred during the latter part of the previous 
period as there is a gap in extant newspapers. 
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The detailed listing of 34 camps they served was 
used to construct their route map as shown in Figure 
20 (prior page).  It is clear from the listed camps 
that Jones & Haskins’ Express route had undergone 
a significant change from Jones’ initial route, and 
now included delivery to the camps along the 
Gibsonville and Port Wine Ridges.  Whether this 
change took place late in the Jones & Co.’s first 
period of operation or coincided with the startup of 
Jones & Haskins’ Express is uncertain, owing to a 
2½ month gap in relevant newspapers.   
 
Wyandot does not appear in the Jones & Haskins’ 
advertisements, but is listed in the previous Jones & 
Co.’s Express advertisements and was also 
advertised during the following Jones & Co.’s 
Feather River Express period of operation.  It is 
therefore included on the Jones & Haskins’ route 
map shown in Figure 20.  Service to Rabbit Creek 
(renamed La Porte in November 1857) was not 
advertised until Jones’ third operating period, but 
may have been served by Jones & Haskins, owing 
to its close proximity to other camps to which they 
advertised service.  The location of Lower Crossing 
(Figure 20, #21) is uncertain, but was probably 
where the trail between Craig’s Flat and Port Wine 
crossed Canyon Creek.  This trail is shown on A. W. 
Keddie’s 1892 Map of Plumas County.(24)   
Available contemporary maps are too regional in 
scale to show this minor trail.  
 

A few additional notes about some of the camps 
listed above may prove useful to the reader.  Grass 
Valley refers to Little Grass Valley southwest of 
Onion Valley, and not the much larger Grass Valley 
in Nevada County.  American Valley means the area 
around Quincy in Plumas County.  Stringtown, like 
many camps along the South Fork Feather River, 
now lies beneath Lake Oroville. 
 
The connecting point between Jones & Haskins’ 
Express and Adams & Co.’s Express was advertised 
to have been moved from Sacramento to Marysville 
during this operational period.  However, all known 
incoming Jones & Haskins’ covers are addressed to 
Sacramento.  Each of them lacks an Adams & Co. 
hand stamp, suggesting that Jones & Haskins may 
still have been getting some of their incoming mail 
from the Sacramento post office.  It is possible that 
Adams & Co. bundled the express letters to hand off 
to Jones and only stamped the top piece of mail.  
However, this would lose Adams the free 
advertising provided by the use of their hand 
stamps. 
 
The Jones & Co. oval hand stamp introduced in 
Jones’ first operational period continued to be used 
by Jones & Haskins, and also continued in use 
throughout the 3rd operational period.  Four covers 
bearing this hand stamp from the Jones & Haskins 
period are recorded in Thomas (2020). (25)  The 
nicest of these four covers is illustrated in Figure 21.  

Figure 21.  The finest of four Jones & Haskins’-carried 
covers.  A manuscript $1.50 express charge is shown.  Final 
destinations of Spanish Ranch and Rush Creek have been 
added by Jones & Haskins as they were aware of 
Drummond’s move, however, it is not certain which of the 
two camps the cover was actually delivered to.  Courtesy of 
Jim Blaine.   
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 This was the discovery cover for the Jones 
Expresses.  When sold at Rumsey’s sale 25, lot 57, 
it made $5500 (hammer).  All of the Jones-carried 
covers are from the Thomas Drummond corre-
spondence and were delivered to him at either Rush 
Creek or Spanish Ranch (see Figure 20 camps #30 
and #32).   
 
Jones & Haskins’ advertisements in the Sacramento 
Daily Union continued until October 27, 1852.  
Three weeks later, on November 19, the company 
name in new advertisements in the San Francisco 
Pacific reverted to Jones & Co.’s Express, probably 
signifying the departure of Aaron Haskins.  
 
 
Jones & Co.’s Feather River Express 

Jones & Co.’s Feather River Express: (Late October 
1852 to January 1853).  The startup date of the final 
period of J. W. Jones’ expressing endeavors is 
bracketed by the last Jones & Haskins’ advertise-
ment in the Sacramento Daily Union, dated October 
27, and the first Jones & Co.’s Feather River 
Express advertisement in the November 19, 1852 
issue of the San Francisco Pacific (Figure 22). (26)  
Jones & Co.’s Pacific advertisements continued 
through December 24, 1852.  Commencing with the 
February 4, 1853 issue of the Pacific, the same 
format Jones Express advertisement was changed to 
B. F. Cheesman’s Feather River Express (Figure 
23).  Interestingly, these advertisements still name 
Jones & Co.’s office at Rich Bar.  Jones was 
probably serving as Cheesman’s agent from his 
store at that location.  Presumably Jones sold his 
express to Cheesman, and Jones serving as 
Cheesman’s agent for a period of time after the sale 
may have been part of the agreement. 
 

During the brief advertising run of Jones & Co.’s 
Feather River Express, twenty-three of the camps 
previously listed in the advertisements of Jones & 
Haskins’ Express were omitted.  One camp, Rabbit 
Creek, was added to his advertised list, but as 
suggested previously, it may have been served 
earlier.  Based on his advertised camps served, 
Jones must have followed the same route as in the 
Jones & Haskins operational period, but it is 
possible that he dropped some of the side branches, 
such as to Rocky Bar and Rich Bar on Middle Fork, 
and to Taylorsville.  It may be that he continued to 
serve these camps, but was just reducing his 
advertising costs by shortening his advertisements.  
His interpreted route is shown in Figure 24 
(following page).  There are no known covers from 
the last Jones & Co.’s Feather River Express 
operating period. 
 
 
The Langton’s Expresses 
 
The Langton’s Expresses: (February 1850 to 
November 1865).  Samuel W. Langton operated one 
of the longest running and most highly respected 
express companies that operated in California and 
Nevada.  He served 146 identified California camps 
and at least another 32 camps in Nevada.  He 
transacted business under various names and 
partnership arrangements from February 1850 
through August 1864, when he died as the result of 
an accident in Silver City, Nevada.  His widow and 
two brothers carried on for another 15 months 
before Anne Langton sold out to Downieville 
banker P. A. Lamping. 
 
Langton started as a one-man express and then 
expanded during various partnership arrangements.  
From the second edition (2017) of Thomas’ The 

Figure 22.  This style of Jones & Co.’s Feather River 
Express, (third operating period) advertisement ran 
in the Pacific from November 19, 1852 through 
December 24, 1852.  This illustration is from the 
November 19 advertisement, page 3, column 2. 

Figure 23.  The Pacific of February 4, 1853, page 3, 
column 3, inaugurated advertisements by B. F. 
Cheesman’s Feather River Express.  These ads have 
an identical format to Jones & Co.’s ads from 
November 19th except they delete the details of Jones’ 
weekly express route.  Compare with Figure 22. 
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Figure 24.  Jones & Co.’s Feather River route map (3rd operational period).  Advertisements during this period have 
a reduced list of camps served (yellow circles).  The previously advertised Jones & Haskins camps are shown in blue.  
As these camps are on the subject route, they were probably still served by Jones & Co.’s Feather River Express. 
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Western Express Companies, Langton’s operations 
were divided into six operating periods.  Only five 
operating periods are listed in the first edition, as the 
15 month period after the death of Samuel Langton, 
when his widow owned the company and brother in-
law A. T. Langton served as superintendent, was not 
broken out in the first edition.   
 
Langton’s first two operating periods have no 
known cover examples or advertisements, hence, no 
route maps were prepared.  It is thought Langton 
operated between San Francisco and Downieville 
during those periods.   
 
Route maps for Langton’s 3rd through 6th operating 
periods were prepared and included in this article.  
The 3rd through 5th period route maps retain the 
identified camps served in previous periods and 
show them in a color associated with the operational 
period in which they were first known to have been 
served.  Thus, these maps show the evolution of 
Langton’s routes from March 1851 through August 
1864.  The two 6th period route maps display all 
previous routes in one color with only the 6th period 
changes in a new color.  It was found useful to 

prepare both early and late 6th period route maps 
owing to the sale of some route segments.  
Discussions of Langton’s Nevada routes and his 
Humboldt Express, although technically outside of 
the named scope of this study, are included.  After 
much thought on this matter, it was decided that 
some readers would appreciate a complete 
discussion of Langton’s routes.  Thus, a major 
digression from the principal topic is placed at the 
end of the 5th operating period discussion.   
 
 
Langton’s Express, 1st & 2nd Periods 
 
Langton’s Express, 1st and 2nd operating periods 
(February 1850 to March 1851).  Langton’s first two 
operating periods are herein combined as there are 
no known advertisements or covers from these early 
operating periods.  However, contemporaneous 
newspaper notices suggest that Langton carried 
between San Francisco and Downieville via 
Sacramento, Marysville and Dobbins Ranch at this 
time.  There is no evidence of deliveries north of 
Downieville during his first two operating periods.  
The only difference between the two operating 

Figure 25a (top).  Latest known Langton’s 3rd period cover, a folded letter 
sheet, dated September 29, 1852.  Mailed from Sacramento and forwarded 
by Adams & Co.’s Express to Marysville where it was given over to 
Langton’s Express for carriage to Downieville.  Note the similarity in style 
of the Adams and Langton’s hand stamps.  Author’s collection. 
Figure 25b (bottom).  Dateline of the letter from the FLS shown in Figure 
25a.  Author’s collection.   
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 periods is in regards to partners; he was a one-man 
operation in his first period, and subsequently took 
in partner William T. Ballou during what is termed 
his second operating period. (27) 
 
Langton’s earliest route from San Francisco to 
Marysville would have been via the Sacramento and 
Feather Rivers.  The available river boats had drafts 
too deep to routinely reach Marysville.  Thus, 
depending upon the season, Langton may have 
carried his express on a mule or horse for some, or 
most, of the way between Sacramento and 
Marysville during his early operational periods.   
 
 
Langton & Co.’s Express, 3rd Period 
 
Langton & Co.’s Express, 3rd operating period 
(March 1851 through September 1852).  Langton’s 
3rd period began with the departure of partner 
William T. Ballou and the subsequent addition of 
new partners Samuel L. Clapp and Z. White.  Based 
on existing information at the time, Thomas (2017) 
placed the end of the 3rd period sometime during 
July 1852, when he stated that the name had been 
changed to Langton’s Daily Express and Stage Line, 
and then to Langton’s Yuba River and Downieville 
Express.  Based on the recent discovery of a cover 
dated September 29, 1852, and having a Langton’s 
3rd period hand stamp, the 3rd period has now been 
extended through September 1852. (28)   The front of 
this cover and the dateline of its letter are shown in 
Figures 25a and 25b (prior page).  The change in 3rd 
period ending date is fortuitous in that it eliminates 
the previous time gap between the 3rd and 4th 
operational periods listed in Thomas’ second 
edition.   
 
Langton’s 3rd operational period witnessed 
expansion northward from Downieville to 
Poorman’s and Nelson’s Creeks in what was then 
Butte County, but now is part of Plumas County.  
Langton’s first advertisement, in the March 6, 1851 
edition of the Marysville Daily Herald, stated that 
he served intermediate points between Poorman’s 
and Nelson Creeks and Fosters Bar (Figure 26). (29)  
These intermediate points may have included camps 
that Langton did not advertise until his next period 
of operation.  The non-advertised camps along his 
route north of Downieville are identified with white 
circles in Figure 27 (following page), the Langton 
3rd period route map.  The three possible connecting 
routes between Eureka North and Onion Valley are 
shown with dotted red lines on this map.  The 

northwestern-most dotted line traverses Little Grass 
Valley.  A “Mr. Bodley” owned a ranch there and 
was an early promoter of his wagon road extending 
from Little Grass Valley to Onion Valley. (30)  This 
was the favored route of the miners early in 
Langton’s 3rd period, but the trail via Gibsonville 
replaced it relatively quickly as that camp became 
more populous. 
 
Langton’s Marysville Daily Herald advertisement of 
March 6, 1851, stated that he had made arrange-
ments to collect a weekly mail from San Francisco 
and Sacramento.   At Sacramento he connected with 
Freeman & Co.’s Express, and at San Francisco 
with Adams & Co.’s Express.  He must have been 
going to San Francisco before this date as he would 
have needed to pick up his clients’ mail there.  This 
is supported by Langton having placed notices in 
the March 24 (31) and 25, 1850 (32) issues of the Daily 
Alta California offering a reward for the return of a 
letter he lost near the San Francisco post office.  
 
Langton’s Marysville agency was initially situated 
in the store of Charles B. Macy, who served as 

Figure 26.  Langton & Co.’s Express earliest 3rd 
period advertisement from the Marysville Daily 
Herald, March 6, 1852, page 3, column 3.  Note the 
first insertion date of March 4th. 



24 

Western Express      March, 2022 

 

Figure 27.  Langton & Co.’s Express, 3rd period, route map.  Although not advertised until early in Langton & Bros 
4th period, Langton was probably serving some of the camps along the Gibsonville Ridge.  These possible delivery 
points are indicated with the white circles and letter designations.  Alternate routes through this area are shown with 
the dotted red lines. 
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Langton’s agent during his first two operational 
periods until Macy went bust in September 1850.  E. 
W. Tracy then took over the defunct Macy store and 
became Langton’s new Marysville agent. (33)  Tracy 
appears to have been serving in this capacity during 
at least part of Langton’s 3rd period.  Tracy later 
became a director of the Pacific Express Co. before 
starting his own Tracy & Co.’s Express in 1859. (34)   
By July 14, 1852, Langton was advertising that he 
ran a daily stage service between Marysville and 
Foster’s Bar (Figure 28). (35)  Between Foster’s Bar 
and Downieville the express and passengers went by 

pack train.  This leg of the journey was either on 
horseback or by mule as this portion of the road had 
yet to be widened for wagon traffic.  By September 
7, 1852, Langton advertised weekly service 
northwards from Downieville to Port Wine, Sears’ 
Diggings and Rapid (sic) Creek (Figure 29). (36)  
These advertisements in the Marysville Daily 
Herald commenced at the very end of the 3rd 
operating period, hence any new stops were added 
to the Langton & Bros Express route map discussed 
in the following section.   
 

Figure 28.  Langton’s Daily Express advertisement 
from the Marysville California Express of August 25, 
1852, page 3, column 4.  This is the earliest available 
issue.  Note the first insertion date of July 14th.  
These advertisements list many Langton’s stops.  His 
mode of transport between Marysville and 
Downieville is noted – stage coach then mule train 
from Fosters Bar to Downieville.  Courtesy of the 
Pasadena Public Library. 

Figure 29.  A late Langton’s 3rd period advertisement 
from the Marysville Daily Herald of September 11, 
1852.  The first insertion date of September 7.   This 
is the first advertised mention of the Slate Creek 
Basin camps including those along the Gibsonville 
and Port Wine Ridges.   
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Figure 30.  Langton & Bros  Express (4th operational period) route map.  Camps and route segments added this 
period are shown in light blue.  Previous camps and route segments are in dark blue.   
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Langton & Bros Express, 4th Period 
 
Langton & Bros Express, 4th operating period: 
(October 1852 to February 1855).  Variously called 
Langton & Bros Express and Langton & Bros Yuba 
River Express, this period began with the departure 
of partners Clapp and White.  Their exact departure 
dates are unknown.   Samuel Langton’s Brother, 
Alexander T. Langton, became a partner, hence the 
“Bros” addition to the company name.  Their 
younger brother, John C. Langton, appears to have 
been an employee (per James Blaine, pers. com.). 
 
Langton’s 4th period saw widespread expansion into 
Nevada County, with additional stops added in Yuba 
County, and possibly along the Gibsonville and Port 
Wine Ridges in Plumas and Sierra Counties.  It is 
likely Langton was already serving the latter camps. 
The Langton Brothers also extended their express 

eastward from Downieville about 32 miles to Sierra 
Valley via Sierra City.  This period saw sixty new 
camps served, the largest number of camps added in 
all of Langton’s express company permutations.  
Figure 30 (prior page) illustrates the routes served by 
Langton & Bros Express.  Camps and route segments 
added during the 4th period are in light blue.  The 
routes and camps in dark blue were established 
previously.  Although service to Chip’s Flat was not 
advertised until Langton’s 5th operating period, a 
cover bearing a Langton & Bros Chip’s Flat hand 
stamp is recorded in the Thomas census and is 
reproduced as Figure 31.  Langton’s Chip’s Flat 
agent was not in receipt of a new Langton’s Pioneer 
Express hand stamp, and he continued to use the 
obsolete Langton & Bros hand stamp during a 
portion of the 5th operational period.  This is shown 
by the Langton’s Pioneer Express franked cover 
illustrated in Figure 32. 

Figure 31.  Langton & Bros 
Express cover from Chip’s 
Flat to Connecticut.  Langton 
marked it with their Chips 
Flat hand stamp and carried 
it to the Downieville post 
office where it entered the U. 
S. mails.  Although carried 
during Langton’s 4th period 
of operation, Langton did not 
advertise service at Chips 
Flat until the 5th period of 
operation.  Courtesy United 
Postal Stationery Society. 

Figure 32.  Langton’s 
Pioneer Express franked 
cover (5th operating 
period) showing the 
continued use of the 
Langton & Bros. Chip’s 
Flat hand stamp.  
Courtesy of James 
Blaine. 
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Figure 33 illustrates an embossed Langton’s corner 
card of this period upon which the Langton Brothers 
advertised many of their new stops in Nevada 
County.  This cover was sent in August of 1854, the 
year date showing in the Canadian arrival CDS on 
the cover’s reverse.  This cover was either privately 
carried to New York or was carried by a transocean-
ic express company whose agent neglected to apply 
their hand stamp.  A similar embossed shield is 
found on the back flap of three Langton’s covers, 
but the camp “Minesota” (sic) is absent from the 
shield on those covers.  These embossed corner 
cards were printed in New York City by envelope 
printer W. A. Eaves. (37)   
 
By mid-February 1855, Samuel and Alexander 
Langton had negotiated to sell their express 
operation to Adams & Co.’s Express. (38)  However, 
before all facets of the agreement were completed, 
Adams & Co. shuttered their doors on February 23, 
1855. (39)  Samuel Langton took back his express 
and recommenced operations as Langton’s Pioneer 
Express.  Additional details are provided in the four 
editions of Oscar Thomas’ The Western Express 
Companies, 1850-1890. 
 
 

Langton’s Pioneer Express, 5th Period 
 
Langton’s Pioneer Express, 5th operating period: 
(February 1855 to August 24, 1864).  After the 
failure of Adams & Co., Sam Langton quickly 
reorganized under the name of Langton’s Pioneer 
Express.  This period saw short extensions of 
existing routes as well as a major expansion into 
western Nevada from Downieville via the Yuba Gap 
in December 1858.  Langton’s various routes to 
Nevada are discussed in later sections of this article.  
The Langton early 5th period route map north of 
Marysville, and prior to his Nevada expansion, is 
shown in Figure 34 (following page).  The red 
circles represent camps that were first advertised 
during Langton’s 5th operating period.  These new 
stops are named in the table in the upper left corner 
of this map.  The newly added route segment in 
southeastern Plumas County, serving Mammoth 
Mills, Eureka Mills, Jamison City and Mohawk (see 
Figure 34, #’s 27-30), followed the newly opened 
Jamison City road.  The eastward extension of this 
segment can be viewed on Figure 41 and is 
discussed in the following section.   
 
The 5th operational period saw Langton temporarily 
establish a partnership with Nathaniel N. Wilkinson 

Figure 33.  Langton & Bros embossed shield corner card naming many of their newly added 
camps served in Nevada County.  This cover is one of two recorded of this type in Thomas’ 3rd 
edition.  A variety of the embossed shield without the word “Minesota” is known on the back flap 
of three covers.  Author’s collection.   
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Figure 34.  Langton’s Pioneer Express (5th operating period) route map prior to his expansion into Nevada Territory 
in late 1858.  The red circles are 5th period camps for which delivery was first advertised between 1855 and 1858.  
The light blue circles and dashed lines are 4th period additions while the dark blue circles and dashed lines are routes 
and stops established during Langton’s 3rd operating period. 
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and Charles P. Stone, to commence November 1, 
1855, at which time Langton extended his express 
route to San Francisco via Sacramento, opening 
offices in both of those locations. Langton's first 
advertisement reporting the route extension is in the 
November 1, 1855 issue of the Daily Alta California 
(Figure 35). An editorial in another column on the 
same page confirmed this extension, and further 
announced that Langton was now connecting with 
Freeman & Co. at San Francisco for the exchange of 
express material (Figure 36). Langton's reestab-
lished extension to Sacramento and San Francisco 
brought them into conflict with Wells, Fargo & Co., 
and Wells Fargo retaliated by opening six new 
offices above Marysville in the heart of Langton 
Territory.  This competition continued until April 1, 
1856, when Langton agreed to cease expressing 
below Marysville, and to connect with Wells Fargo 
at Marysville and Nevada City.  Wells Fargo in turn 
closed their six newly opened offices. Full 
particulars of this "war" are covered in Robert 
Livingston's excellent article in the April, 1982 
issue of Western Express. (40) 
 
From the five-month period that Langton’s Pioneer 
Express maintained Sacramento and San Francisco 
offices, there are ten identified covers associated 
with those offices. (41)  A cover from their San 

Francisco office is illustrated in Figure 37 
(following page).  The Sacramento office added the 
“Reply by Langton’s Express” hand stamp on the 
reverse of covers passing through or originating at 
that office.  Only the Sacramento office is known to 
have used this hand stamp. 
 
Although Langton probably served the many closely 
spaced mining camps along the Gibsonville and Port 
Wine Ridges, he only advertised service to the main 
camps in this area.  The recent discovery of a 
Langton’s 5th period cover carried from Downieville 
to Pine Grove on the Gibsonville Ridge supports the 
hypothesis that Langton probably served most, if 
not all, of the smaller Gibsonville-Port Wine Ridge 
area camps even though he didn’t advertise service 
to them.  The Langton’s Pine Grove cover is shown 
in Figure 38 (following page).   
 
As the Gibsonville Ridge area was on the fringe, so 
to speak, of Langton’s routes, he only provided 
weekly service there while many of the camps along 
his routes received daily service.  Perhaps this helps 
explain why there are only five recorded Langton 
covers to or from the subject area.  Besides the 
Langton Pine Grove cover discussed above, there is 
one Langton cover carried from Downieville to 
Gibsonville (42); a Langton printed frank cover 

Figure 35.  First announcement of Langton 
reestablishing offices in San Francisco and 
Sacramento.  Daily Alta California (San Francisco), 
November 1, 1855, page 2, column 6. 

Figure 36.  A notice confirming Langton’s extension 
to San Francisco via Sacramento and clarifying that 
Langton was now exchanging express matter with 
Freeman & Co. at San Francisco.  Daily Alta 
California (San Francisco), November 1, 1855, page 
2, column 3. 
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Figure 37.  An opened-out Langton’s cover with their San Francisco hand stamp and 
their “Reply by Langton’s Pioneer Express” hand stamp applied to the flap at 
Langton’s Sacramento office.  Langton’s San Francisco and Sacramento hand stamps 
should only be found between late October 1855 and late March 1856.  Courtesy 
United Postal Stationery Society.   

Figure 38.  Langton’s Pioneer Express cover carried from Downieville to Pine Grove 
on the Gibsonville Ridge.  This is an example of a Langton’s cover delivered to a 
camp for which he never advertised service (see Figure 35, #25).  Author’s collection. 
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through La Porte showing Everts, Wilson and Wells 
Fargo hand stamps (43); a Langton printed frank 
cover from Virginia City to Poker Flat (44); and one 
conjunctive usage with Everts, Davis. (45)  The latter 
cover is illustrated in Figure 39.  Langton carried it 
on August 7, 1855 from Downieville to St. Louis 
(see Figure 30, #57).  The addressee, N. U. Starr, 
had moved to Marysville where he worked as a 
clerk for grocer G. W. Lothrop. (46)  Thus, Langton’s 
messenger handed the cover to Everts, Davis & Co. 
at St. Louis for forwarding to Marysville.   
 
Langton's Pioneer Express initially connected with 
Pacific Express at Marysville, but from November, 
1855 to April, 1856 (during its "war" with Wells, 
Fargo & Co.), Langton switched to Freeman & Co.'s 
Express as its connecting company. (47)  Finally, per 
the agreement cited above, between Langton and 
Wells Fargo (with Pacific Express as a lesser 
principal), Langton agreed to connect with Wells, 
Fargo & Co.'s Express at both Marysville and 
Nevada City. Thomas (2020) lists seven covers 
showing conjunctive usage between Langton and 
Pacific Express. The author knows of only one 
cover showing a conjunctive usage with Freeman & 
Co.'s Express.  The front and back of this cover is 
shown in Figures 40a and 40b (following page). 
Sometime before November 14, 1865, Langton also 
began exchanging express material with Wells, 
Fargo & Co.'s Express at North San Juan. (48) 

A letter published in the Marysville Daily Appeal of 
July 20, 1862, penned by a correspondent of that 
newspaper who had just traveled the Henness Pass 
route, reported that Langton was using the 
California Stage Company to carry some of his 
express on this toll road while he carried the bulk of 
his express on the Yuba Gap route using his own 
stage line:  (49)   
 

“The California Stage Company’s coaches 
leave here [Virginia City] full, and take over 
Langton’s Express.  May the liberal enterprise 
of both concerns be liberally rewarded.” 
 

The first trip of the California Stage Company via 
the Henness Pass must have been on July 15, as an 
article of the 15th in the Virginia City Territorial 
Enterprise, reprinted in the July 18, 1862 issue of 
the Marysville Daily Appeal, reported that the first 
stage between Marysville and Virginia City 
departed that day. (50) It appears that Langton 
quickly made use of this service.  The only mention 
of this route in Langton advertisements is in two 
issues of the Virginia City Daily Old Pah-Utah (aka 
Daily Old Piute) of May 17 and June 18, 1864, 
wherein his advertisement states, in part: (51)   
 

“Express for California via Henness Pass closes 
daily at 10 o’clock PM” 
 

Figure 39.  Conjunctive Langton and Everts, Davis cover carried from 
Downieville to St. Louis by Langton and from there to Marysville by Everts, 
Davis & Co.’s Express.  Courtesy United Postal Stationery Society.  Thomas 
census WC5408. 
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Figure 40a.  A Langton’s Pioneer Express (5th operating period) cover with a Langton 
Pioneer Express Camptonville hand stamp.  See Figure 40b for the reverse side 
showing a conjunctive usage with Freeman & Co.  Courtesy of James Blaine. 
 

Figure 40b.  Reverse side of the cover shown in Figure 40a.  Note the Freeman & Co 
oval hand stamp and their “REPLY BY FREEMAN & COs EXPRESS” hand stamp, 
thus confirming the conjunctive usage of this cover.   Courtesy of James Blaine. 
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The western terminus of the Henness Pass route was 
at North San Juan with the first toll gate some ten 
miles to the east.  The map in Figure 41 illustrates 
the four routes Langton used to move his express 
material in northeastern California.  The time 
frames shown in bold text in the explanation box are 
firm start or end dates, otherwise they are the 
earliest or latest recorded dates of use.  The Yuba 

Gap Road and the Dutch Flat and Donner Lake 
Wagon Road are covered more fully in the next 
section. 
 

 Langton’s Nevada Routes: 
 
Langton’s expansion into western Nevada, or Utah 
Territory as it was then known, was first announced 

Figure 41.  Map showing the routes used during Langton’s 5th and 6th period operations to move 
express matter between California and western Nevada.  The Yuba Gap route is shown with the dark 
blue dashed line.  The other routes he utilized are identified in the explanation.  These routes will be 
discussed in the following sections of this article.   Dates in bold text in the explanation box are firm 
starting or ending dates.  The others are the earliest or latest known dates found. 
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 in a December 18, 1858 advertisement in the 
Downieville Sierra Democrat (Figure 42). (52)  This 
advertisement stated the following: 
 

“Langton’s Pioneer Express.  Will leave 
Downieville on the 5th and 20th of each month, 
via the Yuba Pass and all points on the South 
Fork of the North Yuba, for the following 
places, viz: 

Sierra Valley, Washo (sic) Valley, Chinatown, 
Truckee Meadows, Carson City, Johntown, 
Frenchtown, Eagle Valley, Genoa, Gold 
Canyon and Carson Valley. 

Letters enclosed in our stamped envelopes for 
the Western Atlantic States, and endorsed 
‘Overland Mail via Salt Lake,’ will be 
forwarded, and reach their destination in 
advance of any other line. 

Downieville, Dec. 17, 1858.” 

Figure 42.  First announcement of Langton’s 
expansion into Nevada (then Utah Territory).  
Downieville Sierra Democrat, December 18, 1858.  
His intention of forwarding Atlantic mail via Salt 
Lake City is noted, but the author is not aware of 
any covers so marked.  Courtesy of James Blaine. 

Figure 43.  A portion of Langton’s early route map into western Nevada via the Yuba Gap – Beckworth 
Pass route.  He initially went as far south as Genoa, but soon expanded south and eastwards as shown on 
Figure 44.  Pass elevations along his route are noted, and his served camps are shown with the blue circles. 
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 Figure 43 (prior page) shows Langton’s 
initial Nevada routes as recreated from the 
advertisement of Figure 42.  For 
convenience, additional camps that he 
soon advertised are also included.  
Langton initially carried only as far as 
Genoa, 13 miles south-southeast of Carson 
City.  These were the only two western 
Nevada towns having U.S. postal service 
when Langton moved into Nevada; Genoa 
from December 1852, and Carson City 
from November 1858. (53)   
 
Langton first used the Yuba Gap route 
into Nevada.  As shown on Figure 43, 
there was a cut-off at Loyalton (then 
called Smith’s Neck) through Ball’s 
Canyon.  This is shown by the dotted 
black line extending east from Loyalton to 
the state line.  However, Langton’s route 
turned north at Loyalton and went over the 
Beckwourth Pass as this was some 1800’ 
lower in elevation than the route through 
Ball’s Canyon.  Langton used the Yuba 
Gap route throughout his 5th and 6th 
operating periods.  He eventually used 
three other routes into Nevada as previously shown 
on Figure 41.  These are the Henness Pass route, the 
Dutch Flat and Donner Lake Wagon Road, and the 
Jamison City cut-off.   
 
The first Langton’s Pioneer Express trip to Nevada 
arrived at Genoa on Sunday morning, December 26, 
1858. (54)   If Langton’s messenger left Downieville 
on the 20th, as advertised, then it was a six day 
journey that probably was hampered by snow.  It 
isn’t known who carried on that first trip, but a 
month later John Langton is named as the carrier 
from Downieville to Genoa.  He arrived on January 
24th, presumably after a four day trip. (55)     
 
Sometime between March 9 and November 12, 
1859 (56), Langton’s Pioneer Express initiated 
weekly service to Virginia City and to the recently 
discovered Walker River Mines. (57)  A gap in extant 
newspapers accounts for the date uncertainty, but as 
the famous Comstock discovery near Virginia City 
was not announced until June 1859, Langton’s 
mentioned route extension likely did not take place 
prior to June. 
 
By March 9, 1860, Samuel Langton was reported to 
be working on upgrading his stage service between 
Carson City and Virginia City, changing it to a daily 

schedule, (58) although incoming express and 
passenger service from Downieville was still on a 
weekly schedule.  This was upgraded to semi-
weekly service by November 1860. (59)  Langton’s 
service between Carson City and Virginia City was 
operating on a daily schedule before August 4, 
1860, per the first extant newspaper notice 
referencing this frequency. (60)  
 
The flow of miners into the Washoe and Comstock 
(Virginia City) districts continued through 1860 and 
into 1861.  Thus, by November 1861, Langton‘s 
Pioneer Express and passenger line had been 
upgraded to tri-weekly service between Downieville 
and Nevada Territory. (61) 

 
Figure 44 maps Langton’s route below Genoa.  
Extension to the Walker River Mines was added 
sometime before November 19, 1859, per his 
advertisement in the Sierra Citizen of that date. (62)  
The next earlier available edition of this newspaper 
is March 19, 1859, so the exact commencement date 
of service to the Walker River mines is uncertain.  
Langton’s extension to Esmeralda/Aurora took 
place during May 1862. (63)  Prior to this time, he 
was exchanging express matter for Aurora with 
Byron & Whitney’s Pony Express at Carson City 
(Figure 45, following page). 

Figure 44.  Approximate route followed by Langton for his 
deliveries below Genoa to the Walker River mining district and to 
Esmeralda/Aurora. 
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 Langton’s Humboldt Service: 
 
Langton’s service to the Humboldt mines was one 
of his longer route segments.  Figure 46 is a shaded 
relief map of northern and central Nevada and 
locates several of the places discussed in this 
section.  The Humboldt Range is identified within 
the red oval.  The Trinity Range is outlined in dark 
green and the Humboldt Sink is shown by the light 
blue-filled area below Lovelock, Nevada.  The blue 
star northeast of the Humboldt Range designates the 
mining camp of Dun Glen in the Sierra Mining 
District.  These areas factor into the story of 
Langton’s expressing to the Humboldt Range and 
are discussed below. 
 
Scant primary source documentation exists for 
Langton’s Humboldt Express operation, which 
explains some erroneous information that has been 
published from time to time.  However, documenta-
tion of his Humboldt route, advertised under the 
name of Langton’s Pioneer Express, is more 
plentiful and is sufficient to work out the details of 
his route and dates of operation to the Humboldt 
mines. 

Figure 45.  Byron & Whitney’s Pony Express carried 
Langton’s Express between Carson City and 
Esmeralda (Aurora) prior to Langton arranging his 
own delivery to Esmeralda in May 1862.  Virginia 
City Territorial Enterprise, December 8, 1861.  

Figure 46.  Shaded relief map of central and northern Nevada locating the geographic features discussed in the Humboldt 
Express section of this article.  The Humboldt Range is outlined in red.  The Humboldt Sink is the light blue area below 
Lovelock.  Dun Glen in the Sierra mining district is noted by the blue star.  The Trinity Range is outlined in green.  From 
“Shaded Relief Map of Nevada, 1999, Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology, Educational Series E-31. 
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The earliest association of Langton and Humboldt 
relates to his possible foray to the Humboldt Sink, 
some 55 miles SSW of the northern Humboldt 
Range.  The Downieville Sierra Democrat of 
January 1, 1859 (Figure 47), reported the following 
about Langton’s Pioneer Express: (64) 

     
“The Pioneer Express for Sierra Valley, Eagle 
Valley, Genoa and Sink of Humboldt (italics 
added), will leave the office in Downieville 
on the 5th January.  Letters, papers and 
parcels for any of these points, “or parts 
adjacent,” should be left at the office before 
the above date.”  

 
The first three named towns in the above notice 
were advertised previously, but Sink of Humboldt 
(aka “Humboldt Sink”) was new and never again 
appeared in any other Langton article or advertise-
ment.  This notice appears in a column with other 
news items and is in the format of an editor’s 
insertion rather than a bona fide Langton advertise-
ment.  No reason is apparent for Langton extending 
his route to the Humboldt Sink at this time except 
possibly to serve the few thinly populated stations 
scattered along the emigrant road following the 
Humboldt River.   
 
The nearest precious metals strike to the Humboldt 
Sink was made by George Lovelock somewhat later 
in 1859.  He discovered silver on the east flank of 
the Trinity Mountains, some 21 miles north of the 
Humboldt Sink, but little interest was shown 
initially and the area was not organized into a 
mining district until 1863. (65)   The fact that Langton 
did not advertise service to the Trinity District until 
August 7, 1863, (66) shortly after the district’s 
formation, suggests that Langton’s early 1859 foray 
to the Humboldt Sink area, if in fact he even did so, 
may have been more of an exploratory nature rather 

than permanent service at that time.  Perhaps he was 
evaluating the potential of running a line to connect 
the scattered stations along the old emigrant trail in 
the Humboldt River valley.  It is likely there was 
insufficient population at these scattered stations to 
make such a venture profitable at that time and, as 
we shall see, at least two of the stations were burned 
by the Paiutes in early May 1860. (67)   
 
A review of Nevada mining literature pertaining to 
the 1859-1861 time frame proved useful.  Although 
various Nevada Bureau of Mines publications state 
that the first silver strike in the Humboldt Range 
was made in 1860, it is The First Directory of 
Nevada Territory which refines the date of this 
discovery to May 1860. (68)  This was in Humboldt 
Canyon on the west side of the range where the 
town of Humboldt City soon developed.  This 
directory states that it was compiled between late 
1861 and January 1862 and was published the 
following month.  The relevant passages from pages 
236 and 237 are of interest: 
 

“As early as the fall of ’59, parties who had 
passed down the Humboldt [River] came to 
the conclusion, after having their attention 
awakened by the discoveries at Virginia City, 
that there was silver near the great bend of that 
river [at what became Winnemucca].  Louis 
Babo, who had driven the stage on the Salt 
Lake route, noticed the ledges of quartz rock 
cropping from the side of the mountains near 
that point, and mentioned the circumstance to 
a German named Frank Johnson, who, being 
of an adventurous turn, made up his mind to 
visit the spot.  Accordingly, in the month of 
May following [1860], having associated with 
him a fellow-countryman, they set out for the 
Humboldt, guided by such information as had 
been obtained from Babo.  This was about the 
time of the Indian fracas; and when they 
reached George Dittenrider’s, at the Sink of 
the Humboldt, hearing of the massacre at 
Williams’ two nights before [Williams Station 
was burned and three were killed on May 6/7, 
1860], Johnson’s companion became alarmed 
and went back.  Falling in with Babo, 
however, these two went on seventy miles to 
Lindsey’s Canon, the present site of Humboldt 
City, and there filled a sack with samples of 
rock from different ledges.  Before leaving, 
Babo sickened, and they were detained three 
weeks in the cañon.  On getting back to 
Dittenrider’s, they found the buildings burnt – 

Figure 47.  Earliest mention of Langton and the Sink 
of Humboldt (Humboldt Sink).  Downieville Sierra 
Democrat, January 1, 1859.  Courtesy of James 
Blaine. 
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only the stone walls standing, as they are still 
to be seen, and the place deserted.  Every other 
station along the road was abandoned, and the 
whole country so completely forsaken that 
they did not see a living creature except an 
aged squaw and a dog until they reached 
Virginia - the Indians and whites, equally 
terrified, having fled in opposite directions.  
Before leaving the cañon these men took up 
claims, and established a district; and thus 
were the Humboldt mines first discovered and 
brought into notice. 

 
 The rock they had obtained was tested and 
found to be rich in both gold and silver, yet so 
profound was the terror inspired by the 
Indians, that no one ventured back to the 
Humboldt until late in the fall [1860], when 
John M. Winn and A. J. Sloan, gathering up a 
small party, went in, and finding the prospects 
highly encouraging located claims and 
continued working them vigorously through 
the winter.  In the spring [1861] a large 
immigration set in, coming mostly from 
Honey Lake and Plumas County.” 

 
Also of interest in The First Directory of Nevada 
Territory is the following line item on page 82 
within the Carson City listing: 
 

“HUMBOLDT EXPRESS, office at Langton’s 
Pioneer Express.”   

 
One may naturally interpret this to mean that 
Langton had established his Humboldt Express by 
late in 1861 when this directory was compiled.  
Gamett (2002) makes this interpretation. (69) 
Certainly this date fits with the discovery history of 
the silver-bearing quartz ledges in Buena Vista 
Canyon (Unionville) on the east flank of the 
Humboldt Range discovered in May 1861. (70)  
Within a few days of discovery the Buena Vista 
District was established and Unionville was soon 
named the county seat for Humboldt County.  It 
served in this capacity until 1873 when, owing to a 
declining Unionville population, the county seat was 
removed to Winnemucca.  Other discoveries in 
nearby Star, Santa Clara, and Prince Royal Canyons 
quickly followed those in Buena Vista Canyon.  The 
mineral districts of the northern Humboldt Range 
were collectively referred to as “The Humboldt 
Mines” by the press at that time.   
 

However, newspaper articles permit an alternative 
interpretation to be made for the Humboldt Express 
office at Langton’s in Carson City in the above 
mentioned directory. 
 
On May 3, 1862, the editor of the Downieville 
Sierra County News reported the following on page 
three: 
 

 “Captain Ager [one of Langton’s Nevada 
partners] and Mr. Langton are going to the 
Humboldt mines, within a few days – on an 
Express extension tour, we presume.” 

 
The above news item suggests that Langton had not 
yet extended his route to the northern Humboldt 
Range as of early May 1862.  On May 17, 1862, 
Langton first published an advertisement in the 
Marysville Daily California Express mentioning the 
Humboldt Mines.  The notice is datelined May 10 
and has a first insertion date of May 13.  The bottom 
portion of this notice is shown in Figure 48 and 
reads as follows: 
 

“At Carson and Virginia cities, connection will 
be made with other lines to Esmeralda and the 
Humboldt Mines.” 

Nelson, in his March 2020 Western Express article 
on the Humboldt Express, suggested that these other 
lines were Patten & Bunker’s Humboldt Express, 
and possibly Sale & Barber’s Humboldt Express. (71)  
Patten and Bunker were operating their express by 
late 1861 between the northern Humboldt Mines 
and Carson City where they connected with 

Figure 48.  Bottom part of a lengthy Langton 
advertisement in the Marysville Daily California 
Express of May 17, 1862.  The relevant passage 
pertaining to Langton connecting with other lines to 
Esmeralda and the Humboldt Mines is noted.  
Langton did not announce his own service to 
Esmeralda until May 31, 1862 so the “other lines” 
Langton was referring to were stage and express 
lines owned and operated by others. 
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Langton. (72)  Sale and Barber’s stages were 
operating between Virginia City and the Humboldt 
Mines by July 1862 (73), and probably somewhat 
earlier. (74) Sale & Barber’s Humboldt Express 
connected with Langton at Virginia City.  Thus, the 
author agrees with Nelson and interprets the 1862 
Carson City directory listing of “HUMBOLDT 
EXPRESS, office at Langton’s Pioneer Express” not 
to mean that Langton was operating his own 
Humboldt Express at that time, but that he was 
connecting with another Humboldt Express 
company at his Carson City office, probably Patten 
& Bunker’s Humboldt Express.  It was fairly 
common for a smaller express operation to have a 
representative at the larger company’s office where 
they handed off their express matter, the smaller 
company functioning as a feeder line to the larger 
company.  

A sole Patten & Bunker’s Humboldt Express printed 
frank on a Langton-franked envelope is known 
(several others are known on non-Langton printed 
frank envelopes) and it is illustrated in Figure 49.  
The subject cover can be dated to February 1862.  
This cover indicates some type of relationship 
between these two express companies was in place, 
possibly just for exchanging express material.  Sale 
& Barber’s Humboldt Express had a similar 
arrangement with Langton’s Express.  One such 
cover was illustrated in Nelson’s March 2020 
Western Express article as his Figure 27.  Its 
companion cover is illustrated in this article as 
Figure 50.  The latter two covers also demonstrate 
that Langton served Meadow Valley in Plumas 
County.  This is another example of Langton 
providing service to a camp for which he never 
advertised service.  As an interesting aside, both of 

Figure 49.  The only known 
cover with both Langton and 
Patten & Bunker printed 
franks.  Cover scan provided 
by Leonard Hartmann and 
used with his permission.  
This is the highest resolution 
image available. 

Figure 50.  Discovered at 
Quincy, California in 1944, 
this is one of a pair of covers 
carried by Sale & Barber’s 
Humboldt Express, probably 
from Unionville, Nevada, to 
Virginia City where it was 
handed over to Langton’s 
Pioneer Express.  The lack of 
postal or other express 
markings on either of these 
covers makes it almost 
certain that Langton carried 
these covers to Meadow 
Valley in Plumas County.  
Author’s collection. 
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 the Sale & Barber covers were part of a cache of 
more than 150 covers discovered in 1944 in the attic 
of what formerly had been the office of attorneys 
John D. Goodwin and P. O. Hundley at Quincy, 
California. (75)(76) Former Western Cover Society 
member Colonel E.O. Sawyer (WCS #64) found 
them by going door-to-door and asking if there were 
any old letters lying about. 
 
The Downieville Sierra Democrat of May 31, 1862 
reprinted an earlier article from the La Porte 
Mountain Messenger which reported the following 
(Figure 51): 
 

“Yuba Gap Stage Line. – Langton & Co. have 
their line for the transportation of passengers 
from Downieville via Yuba Gap to Nevada 
Territory, Esmeralda and the Humboldt mines 
in successful operation [italics added], and 
travelers will find it an expeditious route.” 

This article shows Langton was operating to the 
Humboldt mines by late May of 1862.  However, a 
Langton advertisement in the Nevada City Nevada 
Daily Transcript two weeks later, on June 13, 1862, 
still reported that Langton was connecting with 
other lines for Esmeralda and the Humboldt Mines.  
The wording of the advertisement is identical to 
Langton’s May 17, 1862 advertisement in the Daily 
California Express, except the words “Through in 

one day” were dropped from the June 13 advertise-
ment.  It is probable that Langton submitted to the 
editor of the Nevada Daily Transcript a copy of his 
earlier advertisement, drew a line through “Through 
in one day” and made no other changes.  It was 
probably an oversight that he did not delete the 
words “other lines” in reference to his connection to 
the Humboldt Mines, as previously mentioned 
articles demonstrate Langton’s own stage service to 
the Humboldt mines began during the second half of 
May 1862. 
 
The probable route used by Langton’s Pioneer 
Express and Langton’s Humboldt Express, their 
schedule and timing to the Humboldt mining camps, 
has been recreated from nearly contemporaneous 
maps and newspaper advertisements found in 15 
different contemporary newspapers. (77) The author’s 
interpretation of Langton’s route to and through the 
Humboldt mines is illustrated in Figure 52 
(following page).  A clockwise, one-way, over and 
through the Humboldt Range route is proposed for 
his carriage.  This configuration is suggested by an 
advertisement in the Humboldt Register of May 23, 
1863 (Figure 53), which reads in part: 

Figure 51.  Earliest notice of Langton having 
extended his express and passenger service to the 
Humboldt Mines.  Downieville Sierra Democrat, May 
31, 1862.  Reprinted from the La Porte Mountain 
Messenger.  Courtesy of James Blaine. 

Figure 53.  Langton’s Humboldt Stage Company’s 
time table within the Humboldt Range.  The 
proposed one-way, loop route through the Humboldt 
Range is in part supported by this timetable.  
Unionville Humboldt Register, May 23, 1863, page 2, 
column 4. 
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Figure 52.  Langton’s route map to the Humboldt Mines.  The rationale for the one-way, loop service 
through the Humboldt Range is discussed in the text.  An alternate stage road to Unionville was opened in 
1863 (green dashed line).  The light brown dashed line identifies Langton’s route to the Reese River District. 
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“Summer Arrangement 

Humboldt Stage Co. 
Carrying the U. S. Mail 

and 
Langton’s Pioneer Express 

Connecting with stage lines to all parts of 
Nevada Territory and California. 

Will commence regular tri-weekly trips on 
Monday, May 25, 1863; leaving Star City at 6 
o’clock a.m., and Unionville at 8 ½ o’clock, 

a.m., Monday, Wednesday and Friday of each 
week. 

Through in 35 Hours!” 
 
Langton’s southward-bound return trip left Star City 
at six in the morning and means that his stage must 
have traveled northward on the previous day along 
the old emigrant road on the west flank of the range.  
This would have been the only route permitting his 
advertised service to the Trinity District.   He would 
not have gone from Star City to Unionville and then 
back to Star City for his return, as it would have 
added at least five hours to the trip.  That Langton 
likely cut back through the Humboldt Range at its 
only pass is suggested by the fact that this was the 
shortest route connecting Unionville with Virginia 
City and that water was available at springs near the 
top of the pass.  Lance Nightingill by this time had 
built an improved toll road over the pass through 
Limerick Canyon. (78)   
 
We know Langton’s Humboldt route from Virginia 
City went via Ragtown because the Unionville 
Humboldt Register of May 30, 1863 (Figure 54) 
reported that: 
 

“The Overland stage, connecting usually at 
Ragtown, had failed to come to time; and, after 
waiting 5 hours, Langton’s concluded to come 
through.”  

 
Early maps of the Carson Sink and Humboldt Range 
locate the old emigrant road though the Humboldt 
River Valley between the Trinity and Humboldt 
Ranges.  Examples are U. S. Government maps of 
1855 (79) and 1859. (80)  The most accurate course of 
this route on modern maps is shown on the series of 
1:62,500 scale U.S.G.S. quadrangle sheets 
published in 1951 and 1956. (81)  These maps were 
used to trace the old emigrant road onto Figure 52.  
The road on the east side of the Humboldt Range 
first appears as a “trail” on DeGroot’s 1863 map of 
Nevada Territory. (82)  Goodwin (1967) reported that 
this trail east from Ragtown through Stillwater, and 
thence north along the west flank of the Stillwater 
Range to Unionville, was developed into a stage 
road by 1863. (83)  This segment is shown by the 

green dashed line on Figure 52.  It is possible that 
Langton switched to this segment after it was 
opened.  However, if Langton used the new stage 
road along the east flank of the Humboldt Range it 
would have made it very inconvenient for him to 
service the Trinity District (Figure 52, #4).  

Figure 54.  Newspaper article showing Langton’s 
route went via Ragtown to the Humboldt Mines.  
Unionville Humboldt Register, May 30, 1863, p2c3. 

Figure 55.  The earliest Langton advertisement 
specifically listing service to Humboldt City, Star 
City and Unionville in the Humboldt Range was 
published in the Marysville Daily Appeal of 
November 7, 1862.  The illustrated clipping is from 
the November 9th issue, page 4, column 2.  This copy 
is identical to, and much clearer than, the 
advertisement in the November 7th issue. 
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The November 7, 1862 issue of the Marysville Daily 
Appeal carried the earliest Langton advertisement to 
specifically mention service to the Humboldt Range 
camps of Unionville, Star City and Humboldt City 
(Figure 55, prior page).  Prior to this advertisement, 
Langton’s express service to this area was simply 
advertised as to “the Humboldt Mines.”  Although 
Langton did not specifically list Santa Clara and 
Prince Royal as Humboldt Express stops until his 
later advertisements in the Humboldt Register; May 

23, 1863 for Santa Clara (84) and May 30, 1863 for 
Prince Royal (85) (Figure 56), he very likely served 
these camps from his May 1862 startup, as they 
were active mining camps prior to his initial 
advertisements. (86)  The Humboldt Register’s first 
issue was May 2, 1863, perhaps contributing to the 
apparent lateness in advertising for these two 
camps.  The earliest advertisement found 
mentioning Langton’s service to the nearby Sierra 
District (Dun Glen) (Figure 52, #8) is in the Carson 
City Daily Independent of September 1, 1863, 
however, the stated first insertion date of July 27 is 
the relevant date (Figure 57).  July 27, 1863 was the 
inaugural issue of this newspaper, but issues prior to 
September 1, 1863 have not survived.  Only a few 
scattered dates are available after September 1. (87)  
This is frequently the case with these early 
newspapers of small circulation.  The earliest 
reference to Langton serving the Trinity Range is 
dated August 8, 1863. (88) 

Langton’s service to the Humboldt mines was 
conducted under the names of Langton’s Pioneer 
Express and Langton’s Humboldt Express.  Both 
services seemingly used the same route between 
Virginia City and the Humboldt Mines and were 
overlapping in time, however, the Humboldt 
Express had a 25 cents surcharge over and above the 
normal express charge.   Nelson (pers. com 2021) 
suggested to the author that the surcharge may have 
been for a special, faster service, possibly using a 
more efficient series of stages.  A newspaper article 
in the Daily Alta California of July 18, 1862, 

Figure 56.  First Langton advertisement listing 
service to Prince Royal.  Unionville Humboldt 
Register, May 30, 1863, page 3, column 3.  Service to 
Santa Clara previously had been listed in the May 
23rd issue of that newspaper. 

Figure 57.  First Langton advertisement listing the 
Sierra District as a stop (see Figure 53, #8).  Carson 
City Daily Independent, September 1, 1863.  Note the 
first insertion date of July 27.  This was the 
inaugural issue of this newspaper, but issues prior to 
September 1, 1863 have not survived.  Courtesy of 
James Blaine. 
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suggests that there was a faster stage service between 
Virginia City and Sacramento than offered by 
Langton, but there is no firm evidence that he sent 
his Humboldt Express mail over this route (Figure 
58): (89) 

 
“Stages from Virginia City. – The Pioneer Stage 
line takes passengers through Placerville to 
Sacramento from Virginia City in 30 hours by 
the fast coach, and in two days by the slow one.  
The fast line leaves Virginia at 7 A.M.; passes 
through Carson at 10 A.M.; Strawberry at 7:30 
P.M.; Placerville at 5 A.M.; in time to arrive at 
Sacramento before the departure of the San 
Francisco boat.  … The Pioneer Company send 
out one fast coach and one slow one every day.  
Langton & Co. send three stages per week by 
the Yuba Gap, making the distance from 
Virginia to Marysville in two days.” 

 
If in fact Langton sent his Humboldt Express 
material on the “fast” Pioneer stages from Virginia 
City he would get his outbound mail to Sacramento 
at least 12 hours sooner than if he carried it on his 
Yuba Gap route.  Langton presumably would have 
paid a premium to have used the competitor’s “fast 
coach.”  Although this scenario would explain why 

he needed a 25 cents surcharge, shown by his issuing 
the Humboldt Express stamps, evidence is lacking 
that he utilized the Pioneer Stage Line.  The 
previously discussed Langton’s utilization of the 
California Stage Company over the Henness Pass 
route was probably a bit slower than the Pioneer 
Stage line via Placerville.   
 
Langton’s Humboldt Express adhesive stamp (Scott 
#86L1) was first illustrated in John Edward Gray’s 
1866 edition of The Illustrated Catalogue of Postage 
Stamps. (90)  Gray did not list a date of issue nor did 
Coster in his 1877 article The United States Locals 
and Their History.  (91)  The first mention of a 
possible date of issue for this stamp is in Scott’s 
1888 article, A History of Postage Stamps in which 
he gives 1860 as the year of issue. (92)  H.B. Phillips, 
in an article in the October 1896 Filatelic Facts and 
Fallacies, suggested an “about 1861” date for the 
issuance of this local stamp. (93) Mel Nathan, in 1951, 
refined the date to February 1860, but reported no 
source for this information. (94) The 1950 Moody sale, 
part III (95) and the 1957 Caspary sale number eight 
(96) both list an 1863 date.  Dates taken from the six 
covers with the Humboldt Express stamp that are 
accepted as genuine usages bear dates from May 13 
through July 11.  Two additional covers, not 
accepted by all as genuine, would expand the date 
range to May 11 through July 27.  Most senior 
collectors believe these dates fall within 1863, as one 
Langton’s Humboldt Express cover contains an 1863 
year-dated letter. 

It is interesting that there is such a tight range of 
dates of usage (all in May, June, July of 1863), for 
while there are few contemporary notices or 
advertisements that specifically mention the 
"Humboldt Express," the earliest such notice dates 
from the previous October. It was printed in the 
October 2, 1862 issue of the Carson City Daily Silver 
Age under the "New Advertisements" column, and 
has a first-insertion date of October 2 (Figure 59): 

Figure 58.  The Pioneer Stage Line’s fast and slow 
stages between Placerville and Virginia City are 
noted.  The “fast stage” could shave off about 12 
hours of Langton’s travel time, but there is no 
evidence that Langton availed himself of this service.  
Daily Alta California (San Francisco), July 18, 1862, 
page 2, column 2. 

Figure 59.  The earliest advertisement specifically 
naming the Humboldt Express.  Carson City Daily Silver 
Age, October 2, 1862.  Courtesy of James Blaine. 
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 "The Humboldt Express will close at our office 
[Carson City] this day at 5 o'clock P.M.  
Langton & Co. Jno S. Albo [sic, Albro], 
Agent, Carson [City], Oct 2, 1862." 

 

The above notice advertised inbound service to the 
Humboldt Mines.  Various authors have suggested 
that Langton's specially printed 25-cents Humboldt 
Express stamps were used only on outbound mail 
from the Humboldt Mines destined for points such 
as Carson City, and beyond.  However, there are 
two known off-cover examples of the Humboldt 
Express stamp with Langton's Carson City hand 
stamps, one of which is pictured in Figure 60. 
Careful comparison of the Langton’s Carson City 

hand stamp on this stamp with Langton’s Carson 
City hand stamps known to be genuine convinced 
the author that the hand stamp on the stamp in 
Figure 60 is genuine.  Langton’s town marks were 
usually applied at a letter's/cover's place of origin, 
and thus these Langton’s Carson City cancelled 
examples were probably applied to inbound letters 
going to one of the Humboldt mining camps.  
Furthermore, there is an additional example of an 
inbound usage of the Humboldt Express stamp on a 
paste-up cover in the Wiltsee collection, (97) but the 
cover's legitimacy has been questioned by some 
collectors and authors because the stamp has a 
manuscript cancel reading "G.D.D. July 27," which 
does not tie the stamp to the cover. (98)  The initials 
"G.D.D." on the stamp are almost certainly those of 
George Dally Dornin, who was Langton's agent in 
the town of North San Juan, Nevada County, 
California, the point from which the cover 
presumably originated before passing through 
Virginia City on its way to Star City in the 
Humboldt Mines. (99) If this usage is genuine, it 
means that the Humboldt Express stamps were also 
available at some Langton's offices in locations 
other than the towns situated in the Humboldt 
Mines, and as reflected by this particular usage, that 
some Langton's Humboldt Express mail would have 
been carried over the Henness Pass Route.  North 
San Juan was the western terminus of the toll road 
to Truckee Meadows (now Reno) (see the dashed 
green line on Figure 41). 
 
The cover sold as lot 600 in the Schuyler Rumsey 
sale number 4 is shown in Figure 61.  This cover 

Figure 60.  This Langton Humboldt Express stamp 
(enlarged to show detail) was cancelled with 
Langton’s Carson City office hand stamp.  Langton 
usually applied his hand stamps at the city of origin.  
Courtesy Schuyler Rumsey auctions. 

Figure 61.  A cover to the Wells Fargo agent at Oroville, thought to be from 
Langton’s agent at Marysville, indicating that Langton’s agent had sent 50 
Humboldt Express stamps to Wells Fargo for their use or sale at Oroville.  
Schuyler Rumsey Sale #4, lot 600. 
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 may provide additional support for Langton having 
distributed his Humboldt Express stamps amongst 
other express offices, including at least one Wells 
Fargo office, presumably Marysville.  Although the 
Langton’s Humboldt Express stamp has been 
replaced on this cover, that one was originally 
present is indicated by the manuscript notation “50 
Humboldt Stamps less one put on letter as order
[ed].”  It seems that the Wells Fargo Marysville 
agent sent a small supply of Langton’s Humboldt 
Express stamps to the Wells Fargo Oroville agent, 
possibly at Langton’s request, as Langton did not 
deliver to Oroville.  This cover, plus the Wiltsee 
cover discussed in the above paragraph, suggests 
Langton’s Humboldt Express stamps were available 
at certain offices outside of those in the Humboldt 
Range and that Humboldt Express stamps could 
have been available to be used on Humboldt express 
mail inbound to the Humboldt mining camps.  
Perhaps the status of the Wiltsee cover should be 
reevaluated. 

Langton’s stage and express endeavors to the 
Humboldt Range abruptly ceased on October 2, 
1863 as evidenced in a notice in the Humboldt 
Register of October 3 (Figure 62): 
 

“Drawn off. - Langton & Co. have quit staging 
and expressing between this [Unionville] and 
Virginia [City].  Took their stock off Friday.  
This leaves us Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Express, 
by Overland Mail Co.’s stages.” 

 
Langton moved this stock to begin servicing his 
new route to the recently discovered Reese River 
mines (see Figure 53).  The Humboldt Register’s 
editor reported on October 17, 1863 (Figure 63): 
 

“Coming Back—When Langton & Co. took off 
their stage stock, a great rush was making for 
the Reese River mines, and they put a line on 
that route.  Now we understand travel to that 
section has slackened, and besides there are 

enough stage lines without them; so Langton 
& Co. contemplate a return to the Humboldt 
route – running a pony for the present, we 
understand.” 

Langton’s foray to the Reese River mining district 
did not pan out, and lasted no more than a month.  
The Gold Hill Daily News reported on October 30, 
1863 that he had removed the stock from his Reese 
River route (Figure 64).  Although the above 
mentioned Langton’s pony express was not 
inaugurated until eight months later, Langton earlier 
may have resumed stage and express service to the 
Humboldt mines, although the exact recommence-
ment date is unclear.   The editor of the Unionville 
Humboldt Register of October 31, 1863 and 
February 27, 1864, in his “Thanks” column, credits 
various individuals and Wells Fargo for delivery of 
his letters and newspapers, but any thanks to 
Langton is conspicuously missing.  However, there 
are later Langton advertisements, for example the 
June 17, 1864 issue of the Carson Daily Independ-
ent, which advertises service to the Humboldt Mines 
(Figure 65, following page).  Note the stated first 
insertion date is July 27 (1863), so it is not clear if 
this is a hold-over from when we know Langton was 

Figure 62.  Newspaper article announcing that 
Langton had pulled his stock off of the Humboldt 
route.  He used these animals to commence service to 
the Reese River District.  Unionville Humboldt 
Register, October 3, 1863.  Courtesy of James Blaine. 

Figure 63.  Newspaper article confirming that 
Langton shifted his Humboldt route animals to serve 
the Reese River mines.  This service lasted under a 
month and Langton may have shifted his stock back 
to the Humboldt route.  Unionville Humboldt 
Register, October 17, 1863. 

Figure 64.  Langton quits his Reese River service.  
Gold Hill Daily News, October 30, 1863, page 4, 
column 1.   
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carrying to the Humboldt mines, or if is a later reuse 
of the earlier ad and thereby represents a reestab-
lishment of Langton’s Pioneer Express service to 
the Humboldt mines.  The author thinks the latter 
interpretation is probably correct, because these ads 
appear as late as August 27, 1864. (100)  It is very 
unlikely that Langton would have been paying for 
advertising for an additional ten months had he not 
reestablished service to the Humboldt Mines, after 
he had previously  ceased servicing the area in 
October of 1863.   
 
Langton’s Pony Express Service: 
 
Langton’s final express endeavor in Nevada was the 
establishment of a true pony express service 
between Virginia City and the Humboldt mines.  
Service commenced on July 4, 1864, and was tri-
weekly.  Figure 66 shows the first pony advertise-
ment in the Virginia Daily Union of July 2, 1864.  
Although this notice omits Dun Glen (see Figure 52, 
#8), that stop was added to this advertisement on 
August 2 (first insertion date) as shown in the 
Virginia Daily Union issue of September 2, 1864.  
The August 2 issue is not available.  The initial 
omission of Dun Glen may have been an oversight 
on the part of the newspaper type setter as both of 
the mentioned advertisements carry the same date 
line of “Virginia [City], June 30 ‘64.” 
 
The pony route from Virginia City to the Humboldt 
mines probably followed the earlier route of 
Langton’s Humboldt Express, but none of his 
advertisements mention stopping at the Trinity 

District camps so it is possible that this stop was 
dropped.  The July 7, 1864 issue of the Humboldt 
Register reported that “Langton’s Pioneer Express 
has started its tri-weekly pony line.  It comes 
through from Virginia in twenty-four hours 
traveling.”  If the time duration is accurate, then the 
pony beat the average stage coach delivery time by 
about 11 hours. 
 
Several newspaper items confirm Langton’s pony 
rider made these trips up to August 13, 1864, the 
day after Samuel Langton’s buggy accident in Silver 
City, Nevada.  His brother, John C. Langton, made 
the announcement the next day that the pony would 
be suspended.  It never rode again and no covers are 
known carried by this service.  Sam Langton died of 
his injuries on August 24th and thus we enter 
Langton’s 6th and final operating period when the 
Company was owned by Widow Anne Langton and 
her brother in-law, Alexander T. Langton, served as 
the operational superintendent.  Brother John C. 
Langton still served as an employee, although 
indications are that he moved back to Marysville.  

Figure 65.  Reuse of an earlier Langton advertise-
ment showing service to the Humboldt Mines.  See 
text for rationale suggesting Langton reestablished 
service to the Humboldt Mines after his October 2, 
1863 cessation.  Carson Daily Independent, June 17, 
1864.  Note first insertion date of July 27 (1863).  
Courtesy of James Blaine. 

Figure 66.  Langton advertisement announcing tri-
weekly pony express service to the Humboldt Mines 
commencing July 4, 1864.  Virginia [City] Daily 
Union, July, 2, 1864.  Courtesy of James Blaine. 
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 Langton’s Pioneer Express, 6th Period 
 
Langton’s Pioneer Express, 6th operating period: 
(August 24, 1864 to November 21, 1865).  Upon the 
accidental death of Samuel Langton at Silver City, 
Nevada on August 24, 1864, Langton’s Pioneer 
Express passed to his widow, Anne Langton.  She, 
with the aid of her two brothers-in-law, Superinten-
dent Alexander T. and John C. Langton, continued 
to operate over the existing routes of Langton’s 
Pioneer Express, including their Nevada connec-
tions, less service to the Humboldt mines (see 
Figures 34, 43 and 44).   

Figure 67 is the earliest 6th period advertisement 
found.  It is in the Marysville Daily Appeal of 
August 27, 1864.  It has no first insertion date, but 
must be a hold-over from Langton’s 5th operating 
period as it lists service to the Humboldt mines, and 
this service was stopped on August 16th.  A perhaps 

more useful 6th period advertisement details 
Langton’s Nevada, Sierra and Yuba County 
connections.  It is from the Downieville Mountain 
Messenger of December 3, 1864, and lists 24 stops 
in those counties and 14 more in the state of Nevada 
(Figure 68).  The line’s superintendent was noted A. 
T. Langton, brother of Samuel Langton.  Interest-

Figure 67.  First Langton’s 6th period advertisement 
listing their Nevada service via the Yuba Gap route.  
Marysville Daily Appeal, August 27, 1864, page 4, 
column 3.  These advertisements continue in the 
Daily Appeal through November 2, 1864. 

Figure 68.  A Langton’s 6th period advertisement 
listing A. T. Langton as superintendent, and a 
partial listing of the camps they served.  Downieville 
Mountain Messenger, December 3, 1864, p2c3. 
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ingly, the same advertisement continues in that 
newspaper, but commencing with the June 6, 1865, 
issue, J. C. Langton is now added as the Down-
ieville agent.  A further change to these advertise-
ments was made on October 7, 1865 when A. F. 
Chapman replaced John C. Langton as the 
Downieville agent.  
 
Figure 69 is a route map of Langton’s 6th period 
California service, except that a few of his eastern-

most California stops are beyond the right edge of 
this map.  These camps are included on Langton’s 
Nevada route map illustrated in Figure 43.  Of the 
many stops first advertised during their 6th period, 
those that lie on existing route segments may have 
had earlier service, but were just not advertised.  
The route extension to Summit City (aka Meadow 
Lake City) was undertaken during this operational 
period since the gold rush there did not begin until 
1865. (101) 

Figure 69.  The California portion of Langton’s early 6th period route map.  Service to new camps added 
during this period are identified with the dashed red lines and red circles.  The yellow circles represent new 
camps that are only approximately located.  The camps and routes in dark blue had been in operation prior 
to Langton’s 6th period. 
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 Commencing with the June 6, 1865 issue of the 
Mountain Messenger, Langton’s Pioneer Express 
began advertising a new route to reach their Nevada 
stops.  This was by way of the Dutch Flat and 
Donner Lake wagon road (Figure 70).  This road 
was built by “the Big Four” (Crocker, Hopkins, 
Huntington and Stanford) to facilitate their 
construction of the Central Pacific Rail Road over 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains.  Construction 
commenced at Dutch Flat in 1862 and this toll road 
was opened by June 1864 (Figure 71).  This 
southern route over Emigrant Gap is shown with the 
brick-colored dashed line on Figure 41. 

The Nevada City Nevada Daily Gazette reported on 
October 2, 1865 that Anne Langton sold the 
company’s southern route between Marysville and 
Virginia City, via North San Juan and Nevada City, 
to Wells, Fargo & Co (Figure 72, following page).  
This information was repeated in an article in the 
Gold Hill Daily News of October 5, 1865.  
Surprisingly, there was no mention of this sale in 

Figure 70.  First Langton’s advertisement listing 
their use of the Dutch Flat and Donner Lake wagon 
road route to Nevada via Emigrant Gap.  Langton 
may have continued to use his Yuba Gap route to 
Nevada at this time.  Notice that brother J. C. 
Langton is now listed as their Downieville agent.  
Downieville Mountain Messenger, June 6, 1865, page 
4, column 2.   

Figure 71.  Copy of a Dutch Flat Wagon Road handbill 
first printed at Sacramento on June 6, 1864.  This route 
was opened up by the Central Pacific Railroad to 
facilitate building the western portion of the first 
transcontinental railroad.  Reprinted in; Sunset 
Magazine, February 1905, v. XIV, no. 4, page 374. 
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the Marysville Daily Appeal or in the Downieville 
Mountain Messenger.  The author’s interpreted 
route map following the partial sale to Wells, Fargo 
is shown in Figure 73 (following page).   
 
An advertisement in the November 25, 1865 issue 
of the Mountain Messenger, datelined November 
14th, or one week before Anne Langton sold out to 
P. A. Lamping & Co., mentions their Yuba Gap 
service to Nevada from Downieville (Figure 74).  It 
reads in part: 
 

“…, also that as soon as necessary arrange-
ments can be effected that our Express will 
run at least tri-weekly between Downieville 
and Virginia City – via the Yuba Gap Route – 
passing our offices at Sierra City, Sierraville, 
Summit City, B. P. [Beckwourth Pass], 
Peavine, etc., connecting at Virginia City, 
Nevada, with Wells, Fargo & Co.” 
 

The above notice can be interpreted in two ways.  It 
is either announcing a recommencement of service 
along their Yuba Gap route after Anne Langton sold 
their southern route via Emigrant Gap to Wells, 
Fargo & Co., or they are announcing their intention 
to increase the frequency of service to at least thrice 
weekly along a route they had kept in operation 
simultaneously with the Dutch Flat – Emigrant Gap 
route.  Langton, in previous years, had been running 
a tri-weekly service to Nevada via the Yuba Gap 
after sufficient winter snow had melted.  The annual 
increase in frequency generally commenced each 
year in May.  The winter of 1859-1860 was 

particularly harsh and there are reports that Langton 
had significant difficulty maintaining any semblance 
of a schedule that winter. 
 
The seemingly odd timing of the announcement by 
Superintendent Alexander T. Langton, shown in 
Figure 74, and only a week before the sale of 
Langton’s Pioneer Express to banker P. A. 
Lamping, is explained by the fact that Alexander 
was kept completely in the dark by owner and sister
-in-law Anne Langton as to the impending sale.  
The sale was effective November 21, 1865 and 
announced on November 25, 1865.  (102) 
 
The number of extant Langton 6th period covers 
cannot be determined accurately.  Langton’s Pioneer 
Express covers lacking a year date could have been 
used during either their 5th or 6th operational periods 
since their franks and hand stamps were the same.  
The Thomas census, 3rd edition, lists two covers 
with manuscript month and year dates falling within 
the 6th period.  Cover WC3747 was used on June 7, 
1865 between Downieville and San Francisco.  
Thomas reports cover WC3766 as having a 
manuscript date of July 16, 1865.  However, the 
author interprets the year date to be 1862, and thus it 
is a 5th period cover.  Although 6th period covers are 
seemingly rare, there are undoubtedly more of them 
that are just not recognized owing to the absence of 
a year date. 
 

Figure 72.  Report of Langton & Co. having sold 
certain portions of their route to Wells Fargo & Co.  
Nevada City Nevada Daily Gazette, October 2, 1865.  
This information was repeated in the Gold Hill Daily 
News of October 5, 1865. 

Figure 74.  Advertisement placed by Alexander T. 
Langton outlining Langton’s planned winter service 
across the Sierra Nevada Mountains.  Written one 
week before Anne Langton sold out to P. A. 
Lamping, it appears that she kept her brother-in-law 
in the dark about the impending sale.  Note that this 
announcement was penned on November 14th.  
Downieville Mountain Messenger, November 25, 
1865, page 2, column 7.   



53 

Western Express      March, 2022 

 

Figure 73.  Langton’s late 6th period route map after Anne Langton sold certain routes to Wells Fargo and 
Company.  It is unknown if the Nevada County camps connected by the blue dotted lines were included in the sale. 
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Lamping & Co.’s Express 
 
Lamping & Co.’s Express: (November 21, 1865 to 
August 1866).  Peter A. Lamping, a Downieville 
banker, purchased the existing routes of Langton’s 
Pioneer Express from Widow Anne Langton on 
November 21, 1865.  She and her brother-in-law, 
Alexander T. Langton, 
had found it increasingly 
difficult to operate their 
extensive route, especially 
since Alexander likely 
was showing signs of 
mental illness. (103)   
 
Based upon the Langton 
late 6th period route map 
of October 1865 (see 
Figure 73), Lamping 
bought an express 
company and route system 
somewhat reduced in 
extent from its former 
glory.  Anne Langton’s 
prior sale to Wells, Fargo 
& Co. of most of the 
Nevada County route 
segments of Langton’s 
Pioneer Express left 

Lamping serving western Sierra County and 
northeastern Yuba County.  That he announced the 
opening of banking and express offices at Howland 
Flat and Port Wine showed Lamping still served the 
Gibsonville and Port Wine Ridge area, but no data 
have been found to determine if he still served the 
camps in southern Plumas County. (104)  This 
announcement, from the June 1, 1866 issue of the 
Sierra Advocate, also noted that his express 
connection to these camps “will be a direct line of 
express communication from Marysville not 
Downieville” (Figure 75).   It is not clear if this 
means Lamping was using the route from 
Marysville via Goodyear’s Bar and then up to 
Howland Flat via Poker Flat, or if he was somehow 
connecting via camps to the west, perhaps via 
Brandy City and Scale’s Diggings (see blue dotted 
line on Figure 76 between camps #21 and #59).  
 
The route map in Figure 76 (following page) shows 
the probable extent of Lamping’s service.  Camps 
with yellow circles are the camps for which he 
advertised service.  Service to camp #67, Strawberry 
Valley, is based on delivery of a Lamping’s franked 
cover carried from Browns Valley and illustrated in 
Figure 77.  This interesting cover bears a Langton’s 
Browns Valley hand stamp.  This cover is not a 
conjunctive usage, but rather is a Lamping period 
cover in which their Browns Valley agent used the 
obsolete Langton’s hand stamp to show express fee 
payment since a Lamping’s Browns Valley hand 
stamp had yet to be provided to him.   

Figure 75.  P. A. Lamping & Co. announcement of 
their opening banking and express offices at 
Howland Flat and Port Wine.  Service south of these 
camps would be via Marysville and not Downieville.  
Downieville Sierra Advocate, June 1, 1866.  Courtesy 
of James Blaine. 

Figure 77.  The Lamping agent at Browns Valley used an obsolete Langton’s Pioneer 
Express hand stamp to show express payment on this cover as he had not yet received 
a Lamping hand stamp.  This cover shows that Langton had an office at Browns 
Valley, for which he never advertised service, and also that Lamping delivered to 
Strawberry Valley.  Author’s collection. 
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Figure 76.  Lamping & Co.’s route map.  Camps advertised by P. A. Lamping are identified with the yellow circles.  It 
is presumed, but not proven, that he continued to serve the remaining camps from his purchase of Langton’s routes.  
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 Shortly after Wells Fargo opened their own 
Downieville office in early August, 1866, they 
informed Lamping that they would no longer 
forward his express matter.  As Lamping was a 
feeder service to Wells Fargo and had no alternate 
way to move his express matter to San Francisco, he 
could not survive.  The Downieville Mountain 
Messenger of August 11, 1866, informed the public 
of the following; 
 

“Wells, Fargo & Co. – This old and well 
known express company have established an 
express route between this place and 
Marysville.  John Orear is agent for 
Downieville.  Lamping has drawn off his 
line, as Wells, Fargo have refused to carry 
his letters over their routes from Marysville.  
Express letters will be delivered from the 
Telegraph office hereafter.” 

 
 
La Porte Express Co. 
 
La Porte Express Co.  (January 8 – October 1866). 
The La Porte Express Company was incorporated at 
La Porte, California on January 8, 1866. (105)  The 
principals were Michael Tranor, Alexander H. Crew 
and John Conly.  John Conly opened his bank at La 
Porte in 1855, (106) and helped to bring hydraulic 
mining to the area.  Crew had been clerking for 
Everts Express in 1860, (107) and by 1863 was 
associated with Conly in the Bank of La Porte. (108)  
Tranor had a mercantile store in St. Louis, 
California. (109)    
 
The text of their Certificate of Incorporation 
documented their business purpose and listed the 
camps served by them: 
 

“The objects for which this corporation is 
formed are the transportation of Gold Dust, 
Bullion, Letters, Packages, Merchandise and 
carrying on a general express business from 
the city of Marysville, Yuba County, 
California to La Porte, Howlands Flatt (sic), 
Gibsonville, St. Louis and Port Wine in 
Sierra County and intermediate places.” 

 
The Certificate of Incorporation document 
continued with the business arrangements of the 
company: 
 

“The capital stock of this company shall be 
thirty-thousand dollars divided into one 
hundred shares of three hundred dollars each. 

That the number of trustees shall be three and 
that the names of those who shall be trustees 
and manage its affairs during the first three 
months are John Conly, A. H. Crew and M. 
Tranor. 
 
That the principal place of business of this 
company shall be and is hereby located at La 
Porte in the County of Sierra, State of 
California.” 
 

Thomas (2017) reported that the La Porte Express 
Co. operated from January 8, 1866 until they were 
bought out by Wells, Fargo & Co. the following 
August. (110)  His reported end date was apparently 
attributed to an article in the Quincy Union of 
September 1, 1866 (Figure 78), which reads in part: 
 

“EXPRESS CHANGE.  Messrs. Wells, Fargo 
& Co. have purchased the route of the La 
Porte Express Co., and will commence 
running over that route immediately.  Mr. 
Heron, an Agent of W., F. & Co., was in this 
place one day this week and made 
arrangements with Mr. Whiting for the 
purchase of Whiting & Co.’s Express route, 
but they will not commence running over 
this route for several months yet.”  

In fact, Wells, Fargo never bought Whiting’s 
Express.  Whiting operated into January 1868.  So 
one must ask how valid is the reported September 1, 
1866 date for the cessation of operation of the La 
Porte Express Company?   
 
Table I (following page) is a chronological listing of 
La Porte Express covers sent during the months of 
September, October and December.  The cover 
information is from Thomas (2020) with additional 

Figure 78.  Notice announcing Wells Fargo’s 
purchase of the La Porte Express and Whiting’s 
Express.  The latter purchase did not in fact take 
place.  Quincy Union, September 1, 1866. 
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information from cover scans provided by Western 
Cover Society Editor Ken Stach.  Thomas lists an 
additional cover, dated “October xx,” but no cover 
scan was provided.  However, using the Larry 
Lyons auction catalog records on the Western Cover 
Society website, an image of this cover, shown in 
Figure 79, was located in the Schuyler Rumsey sale 
44, lot 1176.  

So in what year were these covers sent?  If some or 
all of them are 1865 uses, then they pre-date the 
January 8, 1866 Certificate of Incorporation by up 
to four months.  If they are 1866 usages, then they 
post-date by up to five weeks (ignoring the 
December cover discussed below) the reported 
September 1 purchase of the La Porte Express.  The 
author suggests that the September and October 

Table I 
La Porte Express Company Usages from September, October and December (1866) 

Figure 79.  A typical La Porte Express Co. cover with their only known type of printed frank 
and their only known type of hand stamp.  This October 9, (1866) example is the latest dated 
La Porte Express cover, and shows they operated for an additional two months beyond their 
August demise as stated in Thomas (2020).  Courtesy Schuyler Rumsey auctions. 



58 

Western Express      March, 2022 

 dated La Porte Express covers are 1866 usages, and 
that the company operated for a short while after 
their announced sale before Wells Fargo fully 
absorbed the La Porte Express Company operation.  
 
A Wells, Fargo & Co. statement of profit and loss 
for the ten (10) month period ending October 31, 
1866 (111), has a line item reading:  
 

“Purchase of Good Will, etc. of La Porte Express 
Routes; $3,200.00” 
 

This document lacks a specific date for completion 
of the purchase of the La Porte Express Co., but it 
confirms payment was made prior to the end of 
October.  This information, taken with the nine 
covers carried by the La Porte Express Co. after 
August 1866, suggests that it was during October 
that the La Porte Express Co. actually ceased 
operations.  This scenario accounts for the absence 
of November dated covers.   Two possibilities lend 
themselves to account for the December 11 paste-up 
cover listed in Table I.  Either the La Porte Express 
franked envelopes were simply used for the postage 
they represented, in this case six cents, or Wells 
Fargo was still honoring La Porte Express franked 
envelopes for a period of time after the sale.  These 
paste-ups lack La Porte Express hand stamps and so 
were probably used for postage. 
 
Although the La Porte Express never advertised 
service to Quincy, their route did in fact reach there.  
This is confirmed by a September 13 cover to 
attorney John D. Goodwin, (112) and also by a deed 
dated June 12 and carried from La Porte to the 
Plumas County clerk at Quincy by the La Porte 
Express Co. on June 14, 1866 (Figure 80, following 
page)).  The latter document is a sale of “tailing 
mining claims” in Rabbit Creek owned by M. 
Tranor, partner in the La Porte Express Company. 
 
The La Porte Express Co.’s route has been 
reconstructed from the above information and from 
additional covers and relevant ephemera.   The 
resulting route map is shown in Figure 81 (two 
pages forward).  The red dashed line is their 
principal route.  Their transfer points to other 
express companies are identified with the red 
circles.  The blue circles show their other delivery 
points.  The white circles are possible delivery 
points along their route, but that are not represented 
either by covers nor mentioned in any records.  The 
blue dashed line is the route segment from 
Gibsonville to Quincy.  This segment is not 

mentioned in the company’s Certificate of 
Incorporation, but, as was shown, is supported by 
one cover and one deed conveyed by La Porte 
Express to Quincy.   The portion of this route 
between Onion Valley and Nelson Point was still 
only a mule trail during the operating life of the La 
Porte Express, but La Porte Express partner John 
Conly was actively engaged in upgrading it to stage 
road status and thereby building a bridge at Nelson 
Point. (113)  This road segment between Onion 
Valley and Quincy was finished by October 1867, 
thus completing the Quincy–La Porte road. 
 
 
 
Notes on Obscure Camps: 
 
Bauer’s Station.  No information was found for this 
site.  It was somewhere along the Dutch Flat and 
Donner Lake wagon road as it appears in the list of 
stage stops in some of Langton’s advertisements. 
 
Birchville, Burchville.  One and one-half miles 
SSW of Sweetlands. 
 
Deadwood.  Four camps share this name; one each 
in Nevada, Placer, Plumas, and Sierra Counties. The 
Sierra County Deadwood lies along Langton’s route 
between Poker Flat and Morristown.  Gold was 
found here before 1853 and the area was still 
flourishing in 1868.  This is probably the Deadwood 
served by Langton.  Gudde (1973) reports a 
Deadwood in Placer County shown on Goddard’s 
1857 map of California.  Inspection of this map 
shows it to be Deadman instead of Deadwood. 
 
Dog Valley.  Gudde (1975) has no listing for this 
site.  A Dog Valley in Sierra County near the 
California/Nevada state line is shown on Keddie’s 
1892 Map of Plumas County (includes part of Sierra 
County) and is shown on the 1890, 1893 and 1894 
editions of the U.S.G.S. Sierraville quadrangle map.  
Only a saw mill is shown in Dog Valley on the 
U.S.G.S. maps.  This site lies to the immediate north 
of the Henness Pass Road about 4.5 miles NNE of 
where the Dutch Flat and Donner Lake wagon road 
forks off to the south at Sardine Valley. 
  
Empire Flat.  Gudde (1975) reports this camp to be 
near French Corral, but it was not found on any of 
the maps consulted for this study.  Whitney (1880) 
reports Empire Flat is opposite the upper town at 
French Corral. (114) 
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Figure 80.  A June 12, 1866 deed hand stamped and carried by the La Porte Express Co. from 
La Porte to Quincy.  Author’s collection. 
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Figure 81.  La Porte Express route map.  Their principal route segment, shown in red, includes the camps listed in 
their Certificate of Incorporation.  The blue route segment is known from one cover and one document carried by 
the La Porte Express.  Possible delivery points, which lie along their route, but which were not advertised, are shown 
with the white circles. 
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Empire Ranch.  Sierra County and Yuba County 
each bear a site of this name.  Both of them appear 
to have been along Langton’s line of march.  The 
Sierra County camp lies three miles northeast of 
Downieville on the Middle Fork of the North Fork 
Yuba River.  It is shown on the 1897 edition of the 
USGS Downieville quadrangle map (scale 
1:125,000).  The author found no early references to 
this camp so it may be a post-gold rush location.  
However, Langton did not extend service into this 
area until his 6th operating period, so the Yuba 
County camp of this name, established during his 4th 
operating period, is the preferred camp. 
  
Gold Bluff.  Gold Bluff is on Middle Fork of the 
North Fork Yuba River as shown on Trask’s 1853 
map of California.  Unfortunately, it is not shown on 
more recent maps.  The primitive surveying and 
projection issues pertaining to this map do not 
permit an accurate transfer of this location to the 
later USGS base maps used in this study.  Gold 
Bluff is located only approximately. 
 
Hunter’s Station.  In 1863, John M. Hunter 
purchased the toll bridge crossing the Truckee River 

adjacent to Hunter’s Creek, about 5 miles west of 
what is now downtown Reno.  (115) 

  
Pollard’s Station. Joseph Delos Pollard built a 
significant hotel at the west end of Donner Lake in 
late 1864 (Figure 82). (116)  It served as an important 
stagecoach transfer point along the Central Pacific 
Railroad’s Dutch Flat and Donner Lake wagon road. 
 
Rolland’s Bar.  Gudde (1975) lists a Rolland’s 
Point in Yuba County that may be the same camp as 
Rolland’s Bar.  It is west of the North Fork Yuba 
River in Fosters Bar Township.  This camp could 
not be located on any of the maps examined for this 
study. (117)   Doolittle’s 1868 township map shows 
the most detail of this area and is nearly contempo-
raneous with Langton’s 6th period, but Rolland’s 
Bar (Point) is absent from this map. 
  
Sardine Valley, Sierra County.  A swampy valley 
listed only in Durham. (118)  The hand bill in Figure 
71 states that the Dutch Flat Wagon Road turned off 
the Henness Pass Road at Ingram’s in Sardine 
Valley.  This is location #34 on Figure 41. 
 

Figure 82.  Pollard’s Hotel at Donner Lake on the Dutch Flat 
and Donner Lake Wagon Road.  From a Thomas Houseworth 
& Co. stereoview, Central Pacific Railroad series, number 846.  
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Corrections to Part One 
 
Jim Petersen pointed out that the Davis Cover in 
Figure 14 (page 18 of Part I, Western Express, 
March, 2021) was mailed from New Garden, 
Indiana and not from New Garden, Iowa.  The 
postmaster used “Ia” for the Indiana state 
designation as state abbreviations had yet to be 
standardized. 
 
To be continued... 
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Several years ago I purchased the cover shown in 
Figure 1.  To my knowledge, it is the only Virginia 
City Pony Express stamp affixed/tied to a Langton’s 
franked envelope.  There is, in addition to the 
expected Virginia City Wells, Fargo & Co. 
handstamp, a Bamber & Co.’s Express San 
Francisco red handstamp dated December 29.  The 
blue 25 cent Wells, Fargo & Co. Pony Express 
stamps were used January/February 1863 to March 
1864; thus, the year of the cover is 1863.  The 
earliest reported use of the follow-on red Pony 
Express 25 cent stamp is March 17, 1864.  
 
The cover in Figure 1 has a Philatelic Foundation 
certificate from October 18, 1976 (PF Certificate 
#56832).  The certificate notes that 143L8 “is 
genuinely used on repaired government entire with 
postage portion [indicia] missing and a piece 
subsequently added.” 
 
The town of Brooklyn (which had a post office from 
1856-1872), to which the cover is addressed, will 
not be found on any modern maps.  It was situated 
in what is now part of Oakland, just east of Lake 
Merritt.  It was named for the ship “Brooklyn” 
which brought Mormon settlers to California in 
1846.  The 1860 census shows it had a population 

recorded as 1341.  In 1870, Brooklyn annexed the 
nearby town of Lynn, and in 1872, voters approved 
their own annexation by Oakland.  Oakland, which 
previously had an area of five square miles, was 
thus expanded to eleven square miles.  On 
annexation, Brooklyn added to Oakland the 
economic base of a jute-sack factory, two tanneries, 
two breweries, two potteries, a steam flour mill, a 
planing mill, and several wagon manufactories.  
Brooklyn, like other parts of Alameda and Contra 
Costa Counties, was not served by Wells, Fargo & 
Co., but instead by Bamber & Co.’s Express via San 
Francisco. 
 
The Figure 1 cover is addressed to Mrs. H. W. 
Brewer.  The 1860 census of Brooklyn, California, 
lists Henry W. Brewer as 25 years of age, a laborer, 
and with a birthplace of Maine.  From “Family 
Search,” Henry Wells Brewer was born May 10, 
1836 in Robbinston, Washington [County], Maine.  
On September 20, 1862, H. W. Brewer and Addie 
D. Balkam received a marriage license at San 
Leandro, Alameda County, California and were 
married October 17, 1862 in Alameda.  She (formal 
name – Adeline) is listed as being from Robbinston, 
Maine, with a birthdate of April 16, 1838.  She was 
the second oldest of nine brothers and sisters. 

Pony Express from Washoe to Brooklyn (California) 
By Gordon L. Nelson, Ph.D. 

Figure 1.  Virginia City Wells, Fargo & Co. Pony Express stamp on Langton 
printed frank envelope.  Note Bamber & Co.’s Express red handstamp at left and 
the Wells, Fargo & Co. handstamp at right, both tying the 25 cent blue Virginia 
City Pony Express adhesive.   
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 A Pony Express letter to Mrs. H. W. Brewer a few 
days after Christmas in 1863 was most likely from 
her husband, Henry.  They were married some 
fourteen months previously.  Had he just come after 
Christmas and was confirming his arrival?  Was he 
looking for work in the booming Comstock?  Or, 
perhaps was he working for a contractor from 
Alameda County?  The contents are missing from 
the envelope, so we’ll never know the answers to 
those questions.   
 
Some collectors have found the cover troublesome 
because of the Langton’s printed frank.  The town 
lists in the Second Directory of Nevada Territory 
show Wells, Fargo & Co. offices in Virginia City, 
Gold Hill, and Carson City.  Additionally, two 
covers are known from Silver City.  For Langton’s 
Express, the town lists show offices at Virginia 
City, Gold Hill, Carson City and Dayton.  Existing 
Langton’s covers also show manuscript cancella-
tions for Empire City.  Dayton and Empire City 
were served by Langton’s Express and not Wells, 
Fargo & Co.  Thus Dayton (or Empire City) is the 
likely origin of the cover shown in Figure 1. 
 
Dayton and Empire City were different from other 
towns in the Comstock, as they were along the 
Carson River, twelve and three miles east of Carson 
City, respectively.  In the First Directory of Nevada 
Territory, sixteen mills are listed for Dayton and 
four at Empire City.  In the year between the first 
and second directories, Washoe (the general region 
of the Comstock) doubled in population.  By 1865, 
Dayton had a population of 2500 and Empire City 
was shown to have 700.  Henry W. Brewer was 
listed in 1860 as a laborer, not as a miner.  
Furthermore, on his 1913 death certificate, Henry 
was listed as a contractor/builder.  He was most 
suited to a growing non-mining set of activities. 
 
In 1863, J. Ross Browne noted that quartz mills and 
sawmills completely usurped the banks of the 
Carson River, and the “hammering of stamps, the 
hissing of steam, the whirling of clouds of smoke 
belching from tall chimneys, and the confused 
clamor of voices of the busy multitude” all 
reminded him of a manufacturing city.  By the mid-
1860s, lumber mills provided cut lumber for 
Virginia City, and the Carson River quartz mills 
assumed most of the Comstock milling.  As noted 
by Browne, at the time the cover of Figure 1 was 
sent, the area along the Carson River was a busy 
place.  In fact, the area east of Empire City toward 
Dayton was a continuous strip of mills and 

settlements, with a population of hundreds of 
people.  Houses and shanties were clustered at each 
mill, as well as immense wagon yards and stables 
for animals and equipment.  There was ample 
opportunity for employment for Henry in the area. 

Dayton has an elevation of 4400 feet, versus 6500 
for Virginia City.  That difference in altitude makes 
a big difference in late December weather.  Many 
people left Virginia City in the winter as a result.  
But the winter of 1863-4 was mild, with no more 
than four inches of snow at a time in Dayton.  

Figure 2.  Russell & Co. ad in the Second Directory of 
Nevada Territory (1863) for twice daily stage service 
between Dayton and Virginia City. 
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Therefore, it is not surprising, for whatever set of 
reasons, that Henry W. Brewer was likely at Dayton.  
Figure 2 (prior page) shows an ad from Russell & 
Co. in the Second Directory announcing two stage 
trips daily between Virginia City and Dayton.  The 
Langton Express office in Dayton was on Main 
Street near Pike.  In Virginia City, the Langton 
office was at 4 North C Street, and the Wells, Fargo 
& Co. office was at 25 North C Street; thus, they the 
two express companies were only a few doors apart 
in Virginia City.  Langton had a strong history of 
connection with Wells, Fargo & Co. (examples, 
Carson City, Nevada City, Marysville, etc.). 
 
With the mills on the Carson River, jobs for laborers 
existed and the Langton connection with the 
Virginia City Pony Express was easy.  Looking 
again at the cover of Figure 1, practice required that 
the main carrier, Wells, Fargo & Co., be able to 
handstamp the indicium.  Comparison of the covers 
in Figure 3 and Figure 1 shows that the Wells, Fargo 
& Co. handstamp would fully cancel both the Pony 
Express stamp and the indicium.  A portion of the 
“nia” of the “Virginia Cty NT” handstamp is visible 
on the Figure 1 cover (enlargement shown as Figure 
4).  Space was needed at the left of the stamp for 
Bamber & Co.’s Express handstamp on arrival at 
San Francisco.  One could place the large Langton 
Dayton handstamp along the left side of the cover, 
but with the franked envelope, Langton had already 
collected its fee, so there was really no need for a 
Dayton handstamp.    

On April 27, 1868, Henry W. Brewer was listed as a 
registered voter in Antioch, Contra Costa County, 
with occupation noted as “carpenter.”  He was listed 
in the Great Register through the year 1886.  
Antioch is found on a line about halfway between 
Oakland and Stockton, and a few miles north.  
Henry was one of 626 residents living there in 1880.  
Addie and Henry went on to have five children 
(Agnes A, born 1864; Annie, born 1871; Florence 
H, born 1873; John Marks, born 1877; and Helen 
W., born 1880).  
 

Figure 3.  “Virginia Cty NT” handstamp on Wels Fargo & Co. frank dated, August, 
24, 1863.  Handstamp matches the portion seen on Figure 1. 

Figure 4.  Enlargement of stamp area on Figure 1 
showing partial “NIA” at bottom right of the stamp. 
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After Addie’s death, Henry resided in the Los 
Angeles Assembly, District 73.  Henry Wells 
Brewer died July 11, 1913, at the Pasadena 
Hospital, with daughter Helen, of South Pasadena, 
in attendance.  Henry had lived in Southern 
California for five years and in California as a whole 
for a total of 52 years. 
 
Indeed, the cover is a very rare, being a triple 
conjunctive express company usage.  The route and 
story make sense. 
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