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 President’s Message 
Submitted by Rick Mingee 
 
 
Welcome to Fall and getting back into the collecting 
swing.  In our last Western Express issue, I reported 
the Great American Stamp Show (GASS) was 
imminent.  It is now in the rear view mirror, having 
been held in Sacramento, CA August 25-28.  It was 
great to see many members there and a huge layout 
of world class exhibit material for this annual U.S. 
show.  Several of our WCS members received high 
medal levels.  Apparently, we got a break in the 
weather those few days, as it was only in the high 
90's, and not 100+ degree days that came after the 
show ended! 
 
John Drew's passing is sad news (see the obituary in 
this issue).  A stalwart in Western Postal History, 
John was on the board when I joined WCS back in 
the early 1990's.   John was very knowledgeable and 
had incredible collections of early California 
material.  He is a big loss to our collecting area. 
 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Submitted by Scott Prior 
 

This past September, WCS member Ron Young 
(#1619) and I located the site of Pea Vine Springs, 
Nevada.  This was Langton’s first stop after entering 
Nevada along the Yuba Gap Route from Down-
ieville.  This camp is reported to have had about 200 
miners at its peak in the mid 1860’s.  The light 
green spot at the left center in the photo locates the 
spring.   
 
 

Membership:   
 

Reinstated:  John Bowman (WCS #1322), Corpus 
Christi, TX, 78410.  
 
Upgraded to Life Membership status: 
 
 Edward Laveroni (WCS #1468) 
  Thomas Stillman (WCS #1611) 
 
SESCAL: 
 
Three WCS members submitted digital philatelic 
exhibits to the SESCAL show held in Glendale, 
California October 28-30.  Two WCS members 
submitted a digital literature entry.  Congratulations 
to all of them, as they all won one or more awards: 
 
Matthew W. Kewriga, “Danish West Indies 
Foreign Mail to UPU”: 

 SESCAL Grand Award 
 Large Gold Multi-Frame 
 APS Medal of Excellence (Pre-1900) 
 Postal History Society Medal 

 
Michael Mahler, “Once Was Not Enough:  
Documents of the US Civil War Stamp Tax Era, 
1862-1883, Subject to Multiple Taxes”: 

 Large Gold, Multi-Frame 
 American Revenue Association Best 

Revenue Exhibit Award 
“Rebel Documents, Yankee Stamps:  How the 
Union Collected Its Stamp Taxes in the Confedera-
cy, During Wartime Occupation and By Postwar 
Retroactive Stamping”: 

 Large Gold, Multi-Frame 
“The $3.50 Stamps of the US Civil War Era”: 

 Large Gold, Single-Frame 
“The U.S. $15 Mortgage Stamp, 1863-1872:  A 
Fiscal History ‘Perfect Storm’”: 

 Large Gold, Single-Frame 
“$2.50 Inland Exchange Color Wheel Revisited”: 

 Gold Literature Award 
 
Scott Prior, “Gold Rush Express Companies 
Serving the Gibsonville Ridge, Plumas and Sierra 
Counties, California”: 

 Gold, Multi-Frame 
 US Philatelic Classics Society Medal  

“U.S.–France letter communication, 1783-1875”: 
 Gold Multi-Frame 

 
Lester C. Lanphear III, “Creating Your Own 
Census”: 

 Large Silver Literature Award 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Ryan Baum 
 
By the time you receive this issue, you will have 
received notice for annual dues renewal, unless you 
are a Life member.  Renewals may easily be made 
either at https://www.westerncoversociety.org and 
then “Membership,” or by mailing a $35 check to 
PO Box 4187, Davis, CA 95617.  Our goal is to 
conclude our renewal drive before the end of the 
calendar year.  Despite price increases visible 
everywhere in our economy, our Editor has 
successfully managed costs on our publication, 
which has resulted in another year of no increase in 
membership dues.  What a bargain! 
 
I have been surprised by a few recent notes from 
members who are downshifting their participation 
because of their recent retirements.  As I look ahead 
to 2023, I am making plans to modify and change 
my work schedule for a downshift in order to spend 
more time on my hobbies, including western postal 
history.  If any of you are planning to visit the 
Sacramento area in 2023, drop me a line.  I’m 
located not far from the Solano House Pony Express 
stop.  Email me at ccdollar@hotmail.com.   

John Richard Drew (WCS #510) 
March 3, 1930 – August 17, 2022 

Third generation San Josean 
 
John R. Drew III, a third generation native San 
Josean, passed away of heart failure at the age of 92 
on Aug 17, 2022.  He graduated from San Jose High 
School in 1948, and from San Jose State University 
in 1952, where he was an active member of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon.  He met his wife of 63 years, Nancy 
Hardy, at a mutual Greek function and was married 
shortly thereafter.  John and Nancy loved to dance, 
socialize with their friends, and never missed a 
summer vacation with their family at Lake Tahoe. 
 

John worked for 25 years as an estimator for San 
Jose Steel before opening his own estimating 
business.  He started stamp collecting at a young age 
and moved on to postcards, first day covers, and 
Western Postal History.  He was a member of the 
Western Cover Society for over 54 years, having 
held virtually every officer’s position for 36 of those 
years as well as having received many awards.  For 
example, in John’s first time exhibiting, he won 
Gold, The President's Trophy, and the W.T. Adams 
Novice Award (for the best first-time exhibitor) at 
the February, 1977, San Jose, CA “Filatelic Fiesta” 
for his "San Jose-From Pueblo to the First State's 
Golden Jubilee.” 
 
He was a member of the San Jose Stamp Club and 
the San Jose Postcard Club.  He joined the Masons 
early on and became a Master Mason with the 
Willow Glen Fraternity Lodge. 
 
In 1960, John and Nancy outgrew their Willow Glen 
house and designed and built their custom house in 
the foothills of North/East San Jose.  John 
reconnected with his family roots at the Almaden 
Quicksilver Mines by volunteering his time at the 
museum as a researcher and docent.  He was there 
for 25 years, and was awarded a plaque for his many 
hours of service. 
 
John helped Nancy take care of the four grandchil-
dren over twelve years, three days a week, so that 
sister Anne and daughter-in-law Kelly Drew could 
go to work as teachers.  John was a wonderful chef 
and many of his dishes were favorites with the kids 
and family, especially his BBQ smoked turkey and 
cioppino.  John and Nancy loved to see the grandkids 
grow and prosper.   
 
John was predeceased by his parents, wife Nancy 
Drew, daughter Anne (Drew) Carlson, and brother 
Dean Drew.  He is survived by his son Jack Drew 
(wife Kelly Drew), grandchildren Katie (Drew) 
Paruso (husband Ben Paruso), Justin Drew (wife 
Angela Drew), Lisa Casagrande (husband Daren 
Casagrande), Julie Haro (husband Bert Haro), and 
two great grandchildren, Mason Casagrande and Leo 
Haro. 
 
John’s sharing of time, love, and concern for others 
was endless, and he enriched the lives of so many 
people along the way.  He will be greatly missed. 
 
Donations in John’s memory may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Assocation:  www.alz.org or to the 
American Heart Assocation:  www.heart.org.   
 

∞§∞§∞§∞§∞ 
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Beginning as early as mid-1858, merchants in 
California printed and sold envelopes with overland 
directional endorsements, featuring illustrations of 
stagecoaches (Figure 1).  At that time, unless 
otherwise specified by the sender, transcontinental 
mail was routed by the default route, which was by 
steamship via Panama.  The directional endorse-
ments informed the Post Office that the sender 
wanted their mail transmitted by a different route, 
and we generally assume that these instructions 
were followed.  Simple printed text directives and 
illustrated stagecoach designs were later joined by 
railroad propaganda covers.  The railroad 
propaganda covers were used to provide an overland 
directional endorsement, and also to lobby for the 
construction of the transcontinental railroad.  On 
December 17, 1859 the Post Office issued an order, 
effective in California on January 23, 1860, 
changing the default routing of letters to the 
Butterfield Overland Mail. (1)  Shortly after this 
change in default routing, envelopes were available 
with printed via Panama directional endorsements, 
and illustrated with a steamship.   
 
This article presents a census of illustrated overland 
stagecoach covers.  I previously published a census 
of railroad propaganda covers in the September, 
2016 issue of Western Express, listing 65 covers, 
with an update in the June 2020 issue of Western 
Express that brought the total number of covers to 
83.  That census includes nine design types, and 22 

subtypes, such as differences in wording and printer 
imprints.  My census of via Panama covers was 
published in the December 2020 issue of Western 
Express and listed 36 covers, with just four design 
types, and six subtypes (I have since recorded a 
seventh subtype).  This census is much larger, with 
240+ covers, 12 design types, and 36 subtypes.  A 
future article will cover the Putt’s Express and 
Sammy’s Express satirical envelopes.  The census 
of those covers currently stands at just 21.  
  
Anecdotally, I have heard estimates that overland 
stage covers are 5 to 10 times more common than 
railroad propaganda covers.  The census indicates 
that the stagecoach covers are roughly three times 
more plentiful than railroad propaganda covers, and 
about eight times more plentiful than the via 
Panama covers.  Based on the ratio of covers 
appearing at market that are additions to the census 
versus previously recorded covers, my perception is 
that this census is less comprehensive than was the 
railroad propaganda cover census when it was first 
published.  I suspect the “real” number of overland 
stage covers is around 300, or roughly four times 
the number of railroad propaganda covers.   
 
As with the railroad propaganda and via Panama 
censuses, I have assigned the major design types a 
letter, with minor varieties being assigned a number.  
Thus, two envelopes with the same illustration but 
different printer imprints would be listed as, for 

Overland Mail Illustrated Stagecoach Covers 
By David D’Alessandris 

Figure 1.  Type E-1 illustrated stagecoach cover originating in Honolulu, Hawaii.  
Courtesy of Michael Perlman.   
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 example X-1 and X-2.  I assigned the design types 
alphabetically from most common to least common, 
but kept similar designs together in the listings.  The 
determination of what covers are the “same” design 
type is necessarily subjective.  I concentrated on the 
horse and stagecoach design, ignoring differences in 
the text of directional endorsements in determining 
whether a design was the “same.”   
 
The census was assembled based on a variety of 
auction catalog listings, publications, cover 
censuses, exhibits, webpages, photo archives, and 
covers found in dealer stocks.  Many of the auction 
catalog listings come from Robert A. Siegel Auction 
Galleries (RAS), Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic 
Auctions (Rumsey), H.R. Harmer (HRH), and 
Richard C. Frajola Auctions (RCF).  On-line cover 
censuses and databases include the Philatelic 
Foundation certificate database (PFC), and Richard 
Frajola’s PhilaMercury database.  Richard Frajola’s 
webpage was also the source of some on-line 
exhibits and also covers that were featured in his net 
price sales.  The Western Cover Society webpage 
was the source of images from the Haas collection, 
and also Larry Lyons’ auction catalog records.  
Three of Larry Lyons’ files (Overland via LA 1; 
Overland via LA 2; and Overland) were particularly 
helpful.  The census also includes covers contained 
in the Stanley Ashbrook photo archives.  Part of this 
archive is hosted on the U.S. Philatelic Classics 
Society’s webpage, and a different portion is hosted 
on the Philatelic Foundation’s webpage.    
 
The census starts with the six-horse stagecoach 
designs, Types A through C.  All of the six horse 
designs are very similar, with the major design 
change being the addition of a banner on design 
Type C.  By way of comparison, there are more six-
horse design covers than were reported in the initial 
census of railroad propaganda covers, and nearly 
double the number of via Panama covers reported in 
that census.  These 66 covers are spread among 
three design types and 18 design subtypes.   
 
Design Type A, with 30 covers and six subtypes, 
has a stagecoach with “OVERLAND MAIL” on the 
side of the stagecoach, above the door.  There are 
four subtypes with a Randal imprint and two 
subtypes with a Hutchings imprint.  The most 
common variety, with 18 covers in the census, has 
the text “OVERLAND Via Los Angeles” in Roman 
font above the horses and a “Published by Randal & 
Co., Marysville” imprint (Type A-1).  There are two 
covers with the same text, but in a sans serif font 

(Type A-2).  There are four covers with 
“OVERLAND VIA PLACERVILLE & SALT 
LAKE” in a large Roman font, again with the 
“Published by Randal & Co. Marysville” imprint 
(Type A-3), and another four covers with the same 
text in a smaller Roman font using small capitals 
(Type A-4).  There are two covers with the imprint 
“Published by Hutchings, San Francisco” and with 
the text “OVERLAND VIA LOS ANGELES” in a 
sans serif font.  One cover (Type A-5) has 
“OVERLAND VIA LOS ANGELES” printed above 
the stagecoach, while the second cover (Type A-6) 
has the text at the bottom of the cover.  If the text 
was printed independent of the stagecoach design, 
the cover with the text at the bottom could just be a 
printing registration error; however, with only one 
version of each cover in the census, I elected to treat 
it as a separate variety.  
 
Design Type B is similar to Type A, but with 
“OVERLAND MAIL TO ALL PARTS OF THE 
UNION” on the side of the stagecoach.  There are 
other minor differences between Types A and B, 
such as the ends of the shade lines forming the 
ground under the stagecoach and horses forming a 
straight design in Type A but a curved design in 
Type B.  The most common of this group (Type B-
1) has “FROM SACRAMENTO, VIA LOS 
ANGELES” in sans serif font above the design and 
a “Published by Hutchings & Rosenfield, San 
Francisco” imprint, with three covers recorded.  
There are two covers with the imprint “Published by 
Hutchings & Rosenfield, 146 Montgomery Street, 
San Francisco” (Type B-2) and without any 
directional endorsement.  There are two covers with 
the directional endorsement “OVERLAND MAIL, 
VIA LOS ANGELES” one with the imprint “Pub. 
by E. B. Davidson, Bookseller and Newspaper 
Dealer, P.O. Literary Exchange, 4th St. bet. J and K 
Sacramento Cal.” (Type B-3) and one cover with 
the imprint “Published by J.F. Hamlin, Neva-
da” (Type B-4).  
 
The final group of six-horse stage covers, Type C, is 
the same as Type B, above, with the text “TO ALL 
PARTS OF THE UNION” on the side of the 
stagecoach, but with the addition of a banner 
reading “FROM SAN FRANCISCO VIA LOS 
ANGELES” above the horses in the design.  There 
are 29 of these covers in the census, and they differ 
only in the printer imprints.  The most common, 
with 11 covers in the census (Type C-1) has an 
imprint reading “Published by Hutchings & 
Rosenfield, No. 146 Montgomery Street, San 
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 Francisco.”  An additional seven covers have a 
similar imprint, reading “Published by Hutchings & 
Rosenfield, 146 Montgomery St.” but without “No.” 
or “San Francisco” in the imprint and “Street” 
abbreviated “St.” (Type C-2).  A third variety of the 
Hutchings & Rosenfield imprint, with two covers 
recorded, is identical to the imprint in type C-1, but 
without “No.” and with Street abbreviated “St.” but 
with San Francisco in the imprint (Type C-3).  A 
fourth variety of the Hutchings & Rosenfield 
imprint, with a single cover recorded, has only the 
city, “San Francisco” without a street address (Type 
C-4).  Three covers have the imprint “Published by 
Wm K. Spencer, Grass Valley, Nevada Co., 
Cal.” (Type C-5) and three more covers have the 
imprint “Published by L. C. Van Allen, Bookseller 
and Stationer, Stockton” (Type C-6).  There are also 
two covers with unique imprints, the first reading 
“Published by C. A. Kirkpatrick, Rio Vista” (Type 
C-7), and the other reading “Published by A. 
Randall & Co. Marysville” (Type C-8).  Note that 
“Randall” is spelled with two “Ls” on this cover, 
but with only one “L” on design Types A-1 through 
A-4.    
 
Design Type D is probably the most unusual design 
type – it is the Type B six-horse design, but with 
two horses removed from the illustration.  Although 
there are only three Type D covers in the census, I 
elected to list it next to design Types A-C due to the 
similarity of design.  The truncated design has the 
text “OVERLAND MAIL VIA LOS ANGELES” in 
curved lettering above the stagecoach, the text “TO 
ALL PARTS OF THE UNION” on the side of the 

stagecoach and the imprint “M.L. HAAS, 
Bookseller and Stationer, Main Street, Napa City, 
Cal.” (Type D-1).  All three of the covers in the 
census originated in Napa City and feature the 
NA_PA CITY postmark created by removing a 
letter “P” from the NAPPA City circular date stamp 
when the spelling of the city name was changed 
from NAPPA to NAPA. (2)   
 
Design Type E is the most common 4-horse stage 
design.  The hand-colored variety, (Type E-1) with 
“OVERLAND – via – LOS ANGELES” under the 
stagecoach design, is the most common subtype 
with 37 covers in the census.  This does not include 
an unknown number of unused examples of the 
cover.  A number of unused covers were sold 
through eBay a few years ago, and at one time, 
multiple auctions were running simultaneously.  The 
availability of the unused covers may explain why 
there are three fake covers listed in the census.  The 
hand-colored design features what is probably the 
most spectacular overland stage cover, a Pony 
Express use to Scotland.  Other foreign destinations 
include Nova Scotia, and England.   
 
Design Type E also includes the design printed in 
blue with “THE STAR OF THE UNION – 
California” printed below the stagecoach (Type E-
2).  This type contains an interesting variety.  While 
the covers were designed for the Butterfield route 
via Los Angeles, a few covers are included in the 
census with the “via Los Angeles” directional 
endorsement removed from the side of the 
stagecoach (Type E-3).  Under magnification, 

Figure 2.  Fake Four-Horse Stagecoach cover attributed to John Fox. 
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 The Medora and Black Hills Stage Line 
By Ken Stach 

Purpose 
 
The intent of this article is to document the postal 
history of the Medora and Black Hills Stage Line, 
which ran from Medora, Dakota Territory (now 
North Dakota) to Deadwood City, Dakota Territory 
(now South Dakota) in the Black Hills, and of its 
founder, the Marquis de Morès.   
 
Comments on Format 
 
The reader will note that I have transcribed most of 
the illustrated newspaper advertisements, notices, 
and other items appearing as figures in this article.  
This is done primarily so that searches of this 
document will be more useful to future researchers, 
as they will have digital access to all the 
information contained in the figures.   
 
Introduction 
 
My earlier article, “Clarke’s Centennial Express to 
the Black Hills of Dakota Territory,” provided the 
historical background to the discovery of gold in 
the Black Hills, including the illegal influx of 
prospectors in 1875 and 1876.  Due to lack of any 
government postal service until early 1877, private 
entrepreneurs filled the void for mail carriage prior 
to that time.  The reader is asked to refer to that 
earlier article for additional details.  (1)  
 
Review of Previous Work 
 
Philatelic journals contain scant information on the 
operation of the Medora and Black Hills Stage 
Line.  One notable exception is the very first issue 
of Western Express, (2) published in January, 1951, 
which contained a letter to the editor stating, “Mr. 
Konwiser, working on another story, has acquired 
all the necessary data on the stageline which 
operated between Medora and Deadwood, during 
the Black Hills gold rush of the 1880s.  This is the 
route operated in Dakota Territory by Marquis de 
Mores, a French nobleman who built a chateau on 
rising ground west of Medora.  Can anyone supply 
a cover (that is all that is needed in this instance) 
carried over this route?”   
 
The February, 1951, issue of Western Express 
contained a response to Konwiser’s request, written 

by C. H. Greiner, in which he stated, “I was 
distinctly interested in Harry Konwiser’s notes on 
the Medora-Deadwood stageline.  Before World 
War 2, I was stationed at Medora for a time and 
met many oldtimers, some of whom had known the 
Marquis de Mores and had seen the stageline in 
operation.  None could remember having seen any 
distinctive private markings of this historic 
stageline.” (3)  
 
Unfortunately, Konwiser never published an article 
(or at least not one I’ve been able to come across).  
So, we’ll never know the details of “all the 
necessary data on the stageline” that he claimed to 
have back in 1951. 
 
It was not until October, 1965, that A. Jay Hertz, in 
his Western Express series “A Group of Express-
es,” published any significant information on the 
Medora and Black Hills Stage Line in a philatelic 
journal. (4)  Hertz wrote: 
 

“This company which forwarded express and 
carried passengers from Medora to 
Deadwood in the Black Hills of Dakota, was 
the child and inspiration of M. Antoine de 
Valombrosa, Marquis de Mores.  The 
Medora and Black Hills Stage and 
Forwarding Company, was started in the 
latter part of 1883. [Hertz’ 1883 date will be 
proven incorrect, based on my research 
shared later in this article.]  
 
Valombrosa was 25 when he got to Medora.  
He started in the packing business and gained 
some success.  In 1882, he married Medora 
von Hoffman, the daughter of a New York 
banker.   
 
The Black Hills was the center of the Sioux, 
Arapahoe and Cheyenne reservations.  Under 
the treaties and Acts of Congress of 1868, 
and 1874, these lands were to be held by the 
Indians and their descendants, forever.  These 
treaties, however, went the way of 
innumerable others, that interfered with the 
white man’s convenience and discovery of 
gold in the Hills, negated and nullified them, 
without question of recourse.   
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 The distance from Medora to Deadwood, was 
215 miles.  Stations and stage tenders were 
situated every 15 or 20 miles.  Wherever 
possible, they were built where water was 
available close by.  The route led up Sully 
Creek, southeast of Medora, to Davis Creek, 
Cedar Creek, Cold Turkey Creek, Crooked 
Creek, O’Dell, Bull Creek, South Moreau, 
Belle Fourche, Spearfish, and on to 
Deadwood.  From the Badlands Cowboy, July 
5, 1884: ‘…arrangements are now completed 
and stages will be running on the Medora and 
Deadwood line in two weeks.’ [The inaugural 
stage run was, in fact, several months later.]  
 
When the stages actually starting running, is 
not known but to the best knowledge 
available, it was not before the beginning of 
October of the same year. 
 
The towns of Medora and Dickinson, were 
rival towns and when Medora outdid its 
opponent by securing the express, Dickinson’s 
jealousy was ill-concealed.  The Dickinson 
Press (the local paper), showed that by 
grudgingly giving credit to Medora for its 
success.   
 
Deadwood had express lines coming into it 
from the South, East and West.  Now that the 
Medora line served the Northern route, the 
town found it very satisfying.  The Gilmer, 
Salisbury & Patrick Stage Line, maintained a 
line from Cheyenne, Wyo., and the Clark [sic] 
Centennial Express came up from Sidney, 
Neb.  The Northwest Express and Stage Co., 
ran a mail stage from Pierre.  So all points of 
the compass were covered when the Medora 
Stage Co. came upon the scene.  
 
Many of the Medora stages, were acquired 
from the Gilmer, Salisbury and Patrick Lines.  
They were bought second hand and sent to 
Medora, where they were repainted and 
refitted.  They were all Concord coaches and 
cost the Medora line, about one-fourth of what 
a new Concord coach would have cost, if the 
order had been placed at the factory in New 
Hampshire.   
 
The ticket from Medora to Deadwood, cost 
about $21.00.  The charge for express, was 10 
cents a pound. 
 

Bad times soon came to the line.  The first 
rush was hardly over, when new diggings 
were reported in Northern Idaho.  So another 
rush started in that direction.  Passengers 
stopped using the Medora Route and this, with 
the curtailment of freight and express, spelled 
the end. 
 
Although the line was known as the U. S. 
Mail Line, no contract was ever awarded 
them.  It would have cost more to operate the 
contract than it payed [sic], for the mail was 
relatively insignificant and the road was most 
difficult. 
 
The only one to lose in this venture when it 
finally ended, was the owner of the line, the 
Marquis de Mores.  [The money lost was 
actually that of his father-in-law, Louis Von 
Hoffman.] His loss was a million and a half 
[dollars].  That is what it had cost to maintain 
the line for a period of five years.  He took off 
on an exploring expedition to Africa and was 
murdered by one of his native guides.”   

 
How Hertz drew his various conclusions is unclear, 
as no references were provided with his article.  
Some of Hertz’ conclusions will be validated in the 
course of the original source research presented in 
this article; others of his conclusions will be refuted.   
 
The Dakota Collector of September, 1991, (5) 
contained the following from a biographical sketch 
on James Foley (considered the unofficial Poet 
Laureate of North Dakota) which made reference to 
de Mores operation:   
 

“Jim Foley attended the old North Side 
School (on the site of the present Will-Moore 
School) in Bismarck and graduated from high 
school in the spring of 1888 at age 14.  After a 
year at the University of South Dakota at 
Vermillion, he rejoined his family at Medora 
in the North Dakota badlands where in 1886 
his father had become manager of the 
Northern Pacific Refrigerator Car Co. 
properties.  This company was all that 
remained of a visionary and abortive 
slaughtering and meat packing venture 
launched several years earlier by a French 
nobleman, the Marquis de Mores.  Young 
Foley spent three years in this environment 
and came to know many of the ranchers and 
cowboys who lived in western North Dakota.” 
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Lastly, Mike Ellingson wrote an article entitled 
“North Dakota Railroad Postal History,” in the July, 
2009, issue of the Dakota Collector in which he 
stated: (6)  
 

“Large portions of western North Dakota were 
more conducive to ranching than farming.  
However, until the railroad was built, there 
was no practical way to tap into distant 
markets.  Once the Northern Pacific reached 
the western Dakotas, it opened up the 
possibility of large scale cattle ranching on 
cheap land.  The Marquis de Mores was an 
entrepreneur who used the newly formed  
Northern Pacific Refrigerator Car Company, 
under contract with the Northern Pacific 
Railroad, to start a large scale cattle ranching 
and slaughterhouse business.   
 
Things did not go quite according to plan, and 
his enterprise folded after just a few short 
years.  It was during this time that Theodore 
Roosevelt spent time in Dakota Territory, just 
a short distance from Medora, the town that de 
Mores founded.”   

 
A few other scattered references are made to both 
Medora and to the Marquis de Morès in various 
issues of the Dakota Collector, but nothing 
significant to add to this article from a postal history 
perspective.  Furthermore, this article will use 
original source documents, to the extent possible, to 
arrive at key conclusions.   
 
 
The “Marquis de Morès” 
 
Antoine Amédée Marie Vincent Manca de 
Vallambrosa, more often called by his title, the 
“Marquis de Morès,” was an entrepreneurial 
Frenchman and a key player in the North Dakota 
badlands in the 1880s, coincident with Theodore 
Roosevelt’s ranching days. (7) The Marquis de 
Morès was born in Paris, France on June 14, 1858. 
The son of a French nobleman, he was of French, 
Spanish and Italian heritage. (8) 
 
The Marquis was as well known for his grandiose 
moneymaking schemes as he was for his skill as a 
rifleman.  His wife, Medora Von Hoffman, the 
daughter of a wealthy Wall Street banker of German 
descent, was the source of his wealth.  Using the 
wealth of the Von Hoffmans, he founded a 
meatpacking industry on the Northern Great Plains 
that he theorized would result in higher quality meat 
at lower prices for consumers. (7) 

 
On April 1, 1883, the Marquis de Morès claimed a 
six square mile area of Little Missouri River bottom 
and founded the town of Medora, Dakota Territory, 
which he named after his wife.  He founded his 
town intentionally close to the lawless settlement of 
Little Missouri, Dakota Territory as an affront to its 
unwelcoming residents.  He built a slaughterhouse 
where cattle and other livestock could be 
slaughtered, dressed, and loaded onto refrigerated 
rail cars and shipped to markets in the east.  As his 
economic theory went, cattle that came straight off 
the range to slaughter would be of higher quality 
than those who were shipped live by train to the 
Chicago stockyards, losing weight while in transit.  
The business intended to capitalize on the booming 
cattle ranching industry in the Dakota Territory in 
the 1880s.  For a variety of reasons, including a lack 
of attention by the Marquis as he continually looked 
for new investments and his legal troubles stemming 
from the shooting death of Riley Luffsey, the de 
Morès meatpacking empire never saw its full 
potential before it closed in 1886. (7) 
 
 

Figure 1.  The “Marquis de Morès” in Medora, 
Dakota Territory, 1886.  (Courtesy of the National 
Park Service website for the Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park) (7) 
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The cover shown as Figure 
1 is the subject of this 
installment of “Contents 
of the Cover.”  The 
manuscript postmark reads 
“Missouri City KT Nov 10 
1860” on a first issue 
Nesbitt envelope 
addressed to Stillwater, 
Minnesota.  Missouri City 
was located in what is now 
Gilpin County, Colorado, 
near Black Hawk and 
Mountain City.  The area 
held several rich gold 
discoveries, leading to the 
development of hard-rock 
lode mining there.  The 
Missouri City post office 
was short-lived, only open 
from March 24, 1860 to 
January, 1863, with mail 
sent through Black Hawk 
thereafter.  In the enclosed 
letter, Mr. C. P. Garbet writes to his friend in 
Minnesota from a newly established mining camp 
being developed in the Fall River area on Upper Clear 
Creek.  He states that “Sheldon” will “leave tomorrow” 
with his letter.  Although not stated explicitly, 
“Sheldon” must have been going to Missouri City, 
about 20 miles away, where this cover entered the 
mails.  The full contents of the letter are transcribed 
below:   
 

Glenmore City   Nov. 6th 1860 
[Lincoln District Upper Clear Creek] 

Capt. Wm Lowell 
Dear Sir  
 
In accordance with my promise I take this 
opportunity to inform you of matters and things 
here & have been very busy.  Since you left in 
establishing the Boundaries of this district and 
framing a code of Law, I have been elected Judge of 
the Miners Court.  We have made some new 
discoveries of Lead which I think is good.  I have 
also secured a water claim on Falls River.  It is 
number 3 below the old recorder's office.  It is right 
where the dead timber when we made the wood 
above Lulls Mill, about half way down from our 
place.  I measured of the ground and found the 
claim vacant.  It is a 1,000 dollar to us. 
  

We find it pretty hard papers for us to get our 
provisions as Capt. Barber cannot pay him 
anything for his labor.  But we will get along.  I 
have letter with Sheldon and he will leave 
tomorrow our town is improving very fast 60 lots 
have been taken and buildings going up rapidly. 
There will be fifty houses here before spring. 
 
Now Capt. I will tell you what I wish you to do for 
me. Your will go up to Osceola as you are and see 
my wife and tell her about our affairs here and do 
not fail to help her if she needs it.  I also wish you 
to go to Taylors Falls and see Raberg about that 
lien he holds on my Mill.  Tell him he will get his 
pay if he will be patient awhile longer. 
 
If it is sold get some of your friends to buy it.  The 
demand is only 114.00 dollars. That will secure it 
against any future action we may want there.  I am 
sinking on the Summit Lode.  See they are taking 
out very rich quartz at the depth of 14 feet.  Most of 
us are now working our claims. 
 
Weather is very mild yet. 
 
Yours, C. P. Garbet 

 
∞§∞§∞§∞§∞ 

Contents of the Cover - Missouri City, K.T. 
By David F. New 

Figure 1.  Cover manuscript postmarked “Missouri City KT Nov 10 1860” mailed to 
Stillwater, Minnesota.  The enclosed letter, datelined “Glenmore City Nov 6th 1860,” 
is the subject of this installment of “Contents of the Cover.”   
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WANTED 
For My Personal Collection 
 

Covers from these Mono County, California post offices: 
 Aurora    ●   Bridgeport 
 Esmeralda   ●   Lundy 
 Bennettville   ●   Mammoth 
 Benton    ●   Monoville 
 Bodie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any covers to and from the above towns using these Express Companies: 
 Byron & Whitney’s Pony Express 
 Kenson’s Owens River Express 
 Wellington Express 
 Wells Fargo & Co 
 Wells Fargo & Co Virginia City Pony Express  
 Wylie & Co's Esmeralda & Monoville Express 

              

Contact: 
Michael A. Kent 

760-497-7348 
Michael.A.Kent@att.net 





Sold $1,100 April, 2022 

April, 2022 Sold $1,100 
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