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 President’s Message 
Submitted by Rick Mingee 
 
I love this time of year for the President's Message!  
WESTPEX 2023 is on the radar.  It's T-minus two 
months (at the time of this writing) until many of us 
gather for the April 28-30 show and for the various 
meetings and presentations planned at the San 
Francisco Airport Marriott in Burlingame, CA:   
 
 April 28 (Friday) at 2 PM, Ken Stach will present 

in the Anaheim Room on “Western Expresses” at 
the US Philatelic Classics Society.  You need not 
be a member of the USPCS to attend.   

 
 April 28 (Friday) at 5 PM, the WCS Board 

Meeting will be held in Room 8024.  All WCS 
members are welcome to attend.   

 
 April 29 (Saturday) at 11 AM, Michael Serdy 

will present in the Newport Beach Room on 
“Northern California Coastside Express 
Companies - 1860’s” as part of our WCS annual 
membership meeting.  Again, all members are 
welcome to attend.   

 
Plus, we all just know we will find some lots in the 
Schuyler Rumsey Auction running April 27-30.  
Now is the time to book the hotel and get those 
airplane tickets if you haven't done so already.  All 
the info you need can be found at https://
www.westpex.com/index.html. 
 
I just realized I have to lead the board meeting this 
year!  Last year, and the whole decade prior, our past 
president Michael Perlman handled these duties 
flawlessly.  I will attempt to carry that torch.  I hope 
to see all of you there. 
 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Submitted by Scott Prior 
 
My wife, Ellen, and I recently attended the ARIPEX 
show in Mesa, Arizona and the San Diego stamp 
show the following weekend.  ARIPEX was 
somewhat reduced from previous years, possibly 
owing to the loss of their WSP exhibit status.  Hence, 
no exhibits this year.  San Diego was better, in my 
opinion, despite the weather.  I thought it never 
rained in California?  However, neither show had 
much in the way of western express material.  Ellen 
and I look forward to seeing many of you at 
WESTPEX in April. 

A friend of mine took this photo while traveling 
recently in Montana.  Notice the license plate.  Not 
being a car buff, could the owner have been 
referring to the Ford model he is driving?  However, 
it could mean “pony express.”  If so, we need to 
sign them up. 
 
New Members: 
   
 Bob Crossman (WCS #1620), Conway, 

Arkansas.  Bob collects Butterfield overland 
mail in the 1858-1861 Southern Route and the 
1861-1864 Central Route periods. 

 
 Mark Stromberg (WCS #1621), Castle Rock, 

Washington.  Mark’s collecting interests include 
express companies, locals and Alameda County, 
California.   

 
December 2022 Book Sale Results: 
 
Five more books were purchased by WCS members 
for a total of $64.  To date, our three book sales 
have raised approximately $709 for our society.  
Very little material remains unsold and more 
donations of books relating to western states postal 
history are welcome.  As the periodic book sale 
notices are usually sent by email, and we only have 
email addresses for about half of our membership, 
some of you are not being notified of these 
opportunities.  Please send and/or update your email 
addresses with WCS Treasurer Ryan Baum.   
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Ryan Baum 
 
This is the best time of year as the days are getting 
longer and the roads are leading to WESTPEX.  I 
look forward to seeing many of you there, as well as 
to spend some time looking for new items for the 
collection. 
 
If you are not a Life Member, you may have noticed 
that this year we began the call for dues collections 
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earlier in Autumn.  Although we had partial success 
with earlier renewals, we still had about a dozen 
members who did not reply to mail and email 
notices.  With ever increasing postage costs set 
against our desire to hold membership rates flat, we 
are continuing to get squeezed by non-responsive 
members.  Please reach out to me directly with any 
address or email changes. 
 
Our financials will be delivered at our annual Board 
Meeting during WESTPEX.  Although full expenses 
are not realized as of this writing in early March, we 
appear to be continuing our record of steady 
financials with dues similar to our publication 
expenses.  As interest rates are now rising, we are 
investing more in a certificate of deposit.  The 
benefit will begin to appear in the next fiscal year’s 
financials, where we should generate much higher 
return.  
 
With any questions, ideas, or advice, or if you want 
to simply trade notes on a ghost town cover, write 
me at ccdollar@hotmail.com. 
 

Editor’s Message 
Submitted by Ken Stach 
 
We have a nice variety of articles once again in this 
issue beginning with the third installment of the 
series by Scott Prior on the route maps of the 
express companies that served the Gibsonville 
Ridge.  Mike Brown, a new author to our pages, 
then pens a short article on Rainbow Lodge, CA, 
asking if readers know of another example of a 
postmark from this short-lived office.  Lastly, one of 
our most regular authors, Dr. James W. Milgram, 
M.D. provides us with a Mormon letter written from 
Warsaw, Illinois with very interesting contents.   
 
The acme of the philatelic year, for me at least, 
quickly approaches, with WESTPEX less than two 
months away.  The first time I attended this show 
was in about 1982 and I’ve tried to come every year 
since...I think I missed once.   
 
I look forward to seeing many of our members at 
one of the presentations, browsing the floor of the 
bourse, or at the Rumsey Auction.   
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In this third installment of a four part series, twelve 
additional express companies which served the 
Gibsonville Ridge – Port Wine Ridge area of 
Plumas and Sierra Counties, California, are 
discussed along with their respective route maps.  
The succession of express companies from Morley 
& Holland through Rutherford & Co. are presented 
in chronological order, since they shared over-
lapping partnerships and somewhat similar routes, 
although this paper proposes a revised interpretation 
of Rutherford & Co.’s routes.  The enigmatic 
Oroville & Susanville Express did not directly serve 
the focus area, but it is discussed because of its 
possible association with Rutherford’s Express.  
 
All of the cover scans illustrated in this article, 
except one, are archived on the Western Cover 
Society website and can be viewed thereon.  The 
associated Thomas numbers, prefixed WC, are 
current through the not-yet-released 5th edition of 
Thomas’ “Western Express Companies, 1850-
1890”, to which the author is a contributor. (1) 
 
The twelve additional express companies treated in 
this article are listed below.  The figure number 
after each company refers to the route map 
illustration for that express:   
 

Miners’ Weekly Express:  1857 (Figure 2) 
Morley, Caulkins & Co.’s Express:  Fall of 1855 
to August-September 1857 (Figure 8) 
Morley & Holland’s Express:  May 3, 1862 to 
June 14, 1862 (Figure 12) 
Holland, Morley & Co.’s Express:  September 1, 
1862 to July 1863 (Figure 15) 
Holland & Wheeler’s Express:  July 1863 to 
October 1, 1863 (Figure 20) 
Wheeler’s Express:  Late 1863 to 1864 (Figure 
25) 
Wheeler, Rutherford & Co.’s Express:  1864 to 
December 1, 1866 (Figure 34) 
Rutherford & Co.’s Express:  November 1866 
to 1867 (Figure 40) 
Muma & Co.’s Express:  1856 to 1859 (Figure 
52) 
Pacific Union Express Co.:  June 1, 1868 to 
December 1, 1869 (Figure 57) 
Rumrill & Co.’s Northern Express:  August 
1853 to April 1855 (Figure 64) 

 

Miners’ Weekly Express: (1857).  J. B. Grace & 
Co. of Marysville owned and operated the Miners’ 
Weekly Express.  The May 9, 1857 issue of the 
Rabbit Creek Mountain Messenger contains the 
earliest discovered advertisement for this express 
(Figure 1). (2)  It lacks a first insertion date and very 
few early issues of this newspaper have survived, so 
the date this advertisement was first published is 
unknown.  The next surviving issue of the Mountain 
Messenger is December 18, 1857 and the same 
advertisement appears therein, the only difference 
being the altered placement of the apostrophe in the 
word Miner’s. (3)  These advertisements list 29 
camps served by Miners’ Weekly Express from and 
above Marysville.  The majority of them are in the 
Slate Creek Basin, wherein repose the Gibsonville 
and Port Wine Ridges.  These advertisements are 
the basis for the reconstruction of their routes shown 
on the map in Figure 2 (following page).  The May 
9 advertisement reads as follows: 
 

“MINERS’ WEEKLY EXPRESS 
The undersigned will dispatch a Weekly 
Express from Marysville to the following 
places: 
Strawberry Valley, Harrison’s Diggings, 
Rabbit Creek, St. Louis, Warren Hill, Spanish 
Flat, Port Wine, Jamison City, Eureka Mills, 

Route Maps of Express Companies Serving the Gibsonville 
Ridge, Plumas and Sierra Counties, California - Part 3 

By Scott W. Prior 

Figure 1.  The earliest known advertisement for 
Miners’ Weekly Express.  Rabbit Creek Mountain 
Messenger May 9, 1857, page 3, column 3.   
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Figure 2.  Miner’s Weekly Express route map.  Blue circles are advertised camps.  White circles are camps possibly 
served as they are along Miner’s route.  The camps shown with orange circles are known delivery points, but their 
location is not precise, although they are known to lie in the general area.  See the section “Notes on Obscure Camps” 
at the end of this article. 
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 Mammoth Mills, City of Seventy-Six, Poverty 
Hill, Scale’s Diggings, Gibsonville, Whiskey 
Diggings, Onion Valley, Poor Man’s Creek, 
Hopkinsville, Hopkins Creek, Nelson Point, 
Independence Bar, Butte Bar, Rich Bar Middle 
Fork of Feather River, Long Valley, Scott’s 
Diggings, Jackson’s Bar, Mouth of Jamison 
Creek. 
    Gold Dust forwarded to the mint.  
Collections made.  All business entrusted to 
our care will meet with prompt and immediate 
attention. 
Checks on Wells, Fargo & Co. and Drexel, 
Sather & Church can be obtained through us.   
   A share of public patronage is solicited. 
  J. B. GRACE & Co., Prop’s.” 
 

The Miners’ Weekly Express advertisements list no 
intermediate stops between Marysville and 
Strawberry Valley.  There were several routes that 
Grace could have followed north from Marysville to 
reach Strawberry Valley, but he probably took the 
most direct route as shown in Figure 2.  This route 
above Marysville passes through Bangor, 
Hansonville and Forbestown, marked A, B, and C, 
on Figure 2.  These camps were likely included in 
Miners’ Weekly Express’ stops.  Additional non-
advertised camps on his route are shown with the 
white circles labeled D through G on Figure 2.  The 
location of one advertised camp, Jackson’s Bar, was 
not identified (see “Notes on Obscure Camps” 
section at the end of this article).   
 
Miners’ Weekly Express is unique among the 
express companies serving the subject area in that 
they advertised service to five camps not advertised 
or known to have been served by any other express 
company.  Two of them, Butte Bar and Scott Bar, 
are on Middle Fork Feather River near its 
confluence with Onion Creek.  The remaining three 
are somewhat scattered and include the mouth of 
Jamison Creek, Long Valley, and the previously 
mentioned Jackson’s Bar.   
 
There are no known covers carried by Miners’ 
Weekly Express nor are any covers known to the 
author marked J. B. Grace & Co. at Marysville.  
Neither Miners’ Weekly Express nor J. B. Grace are 
listed in the Marysville Directory for 1856 (issued 
November 1, 1856).  This bit of “non-information” 
perhaps puts a boundary on the startup timing of 
Miner’s Weekly Express.  It is also uncertain when 
Miners’ Weekly Express ceased operations, other 

than it probably existed at least through December 
1857 based on the above mentioned December 18, 
1857 advertisement.  No Marysville directory was 
published for 1857, and the edition for the year 
commencing June 1858 has no listing for either 
Miners’ Weekly Express or J. B. Grace & Co. (4)  
 
 
Morley, Caulkins & Co.’s Express:  (Early 1856 
to August or September of 1857).  This express was 
operated by George Walter Morley and Silas 
Caulkins.  George Morley was the brother of 
Charles H. Morley of Morley & Holland’s Express.  
No Morley, Caulkins & Co.’s Express advertise-
ments have been located, so the operational dates of 
their express and camps they served must depend on 
extant covers and secondary sources.   

 
When George Morley and his brother Edward 
visited Chico, California in 1909, from Saginaw, 
Michigan, George told a reporter who interviewed 
him for an article subsequently published in the 
Chico Record on May 7, 1909, that he had come to 
San Francisco, California via Cape Horn in May 
1852. (5)  This statement is confirmed by a telegram 
sent from New York to the local newspaper in 
Painesville, Ohio (Morley’s home prior to departing 
for California) by someone in Morley’s party on the 
eve of their boarding ship for California. The 
contents of the telegram were afterwards summa-
rized in the Cleveland Leader of January 22, 1852 
(Figure 3): (6) 
 

“For the ‘Golden Gates.’ – By a telegraph 
dispatch received from New York, we learn 
that Charles Eddy, Wm. Bagley and George 
Morley, sailed from that city on Monday for 
California.” 

Figure 3.  Telegraphic notice of George Morley’s 
sailing for California reprinted in the Cleveland 
Leader, January 22, 1852, page 2, column 1. 
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“So says the Painesville Telegraph.  Mr. 
Morley was one of the gentleman who was 
imposed on by a fraudulent ticket mentioned 
in our paper yesterday.” 

 
A search of the New York City shipping lists shows 
only the Wisconsin, a ship of 943 tons (7) and 
captained by a Scoll or Scott, as the only ship 
sailing for San Francisco during the appropriate 
timeframe.  She carried freight and seven 
passengers.  G. W. Morley is listed as a passenger 
(Figure 4) (8) who arrived at San Francisco on the 
Wisconsin on May 22, 1852 after a voyage of 118 
days. (9)  George Morley’s obituary records that he 
immigrated to California via Cape Horn in 1855, 
however the year is incorrect in that account. (10) 

The list of passengers on the Wisconsin, shown in 
Figure 4, also records a D. W. McComb.  It is 
thought that this was David W. McComb who from 
August 1854 was a partner in Leland & McComb’s 
Express.  Also listed is C. S. Eddy.  This is probably 
Charles S. Eddy, brother of R. A. Eddy, who ran R. 
A. Eddy & Brother wholesale and retail books and 
stationery store in Marysville during the years 1853 
and 1854. (11)(12)  As a further speculation, one may 
wonder if passenger W. S. Bagley is the Bagley of 
Davis & Bagley’s Express?  The several editions of 
Thomas list a Davis & Bagley’s Express Company 
in the express company listing. (13)  Thomas reports 
they operated from Marysville to the Feather River 
camps in 1852-1853, but no other information was 
provided.  The author’s article on “Five Early 
California Davis Expresses”, in the June 2020 issue 
of Western Express, records the scant information 
available on this obscure company. (14)  It is 
apparent that collectors of western covers owe a 
debt of thanks to the captain of the Wisconsin for 
bringing the above named gentlemen safely to 
California. 
 
The previously mentioned Chico Record article of 
May 7, 1909, provides additional information of 
interest.  A portion of this article is transcribed 
below, retaining the original spelling, capitalization 
and punctuation: 

 
“From San Francisco Mr. Morley went to 
Plumas county, then a part of Butte, and 
passed a year and a half at mining.  The rocker 
and ‘tom’ were then in use.  Later he joined 
with E. Meek and Henry Evans [Everts] of 
Marysville and established a mule express 
between Marysville and Plumas county, 
buying the miners’ gold and selling it to the 
banks.  Frequently $20,000 would be saddled 
on a mule.  At that period Everett [Everts]-
Snell & Company was the first express 
concern in the field.  Later came the Adams 
express, and still later Wells-Fargo. (15) It was 
while in the express business that Mr. Morley 
met the late Alexander Crew, well known as a 
banker in Chico, then but an English lad of 
sixteen or eighteen.  The two became friends 
and on a previous visit of Mr. Morley to 
Chico, the two discussed pioneer days.” 

 
“In 1855 Mr. Morley rode a mule up the valley 
through Chico to Red Bluff to purchase cattle 
at the latter place.  He followed the Sacramen-
to river for a way, branching off to Chico 
where he stayed over night with the late 
General John Bidwell at his house on the bank 
of Chico creek.  He recalls that Sam Neale was 
then a big cattle raiser near Chico and died 
leaving an estate valued at $750,000.” 
 

“In 1861 Mr. Morley visited British Columbia 
where he mined and also butchered for a 
period.  Flour then sold as high as $1.75 per 
pound and beef as high as 75 cents.  He 
remained in this section for a year and then 
returned to the east by way of the Isthmus of 
Panama.” 

 
George Morley returned to Northern California 
from Saginaw, Michigan on at least one other 
occasion, as the Chico Weekly Enterprise of April 
26, 1901 reported that G. W. Morley was visiting 
Chico.  Alas, no other information of that visit was 
provided in relevant newspapers. (16) 
 
It is known from six recorded Morley, Caulkins & 
Co.’s Express covers that the firm deposited letters 
at the Strawberry Valley (Figure 5, following page) 
and Marysville (Figure 6, following page) post 
offices.  They also exchanged express matter at 

Figure 4.  Notice of arrival at San Francisco of G. W. 
Moreley (sic) and other passengers on the Wisconsin.  
Daily Alta California (San Francisco), May 22, 1852, p 2. 
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Figure 5.  A Morley, Caulkins & Co.’s franked express cover in the author’s 
collection.  It was carried from an unknown location along their route and placed in 
the U. S. mails at Strawberry Valley on July 2, year unknown.  Williams (1997, v. 2, 
p. 1428) reported the earliest recorded use of this CDS is May 16, 1857, but he 
allowed that it could have been in use earlier.  See Figure 10 for an earlier usage on a 
cover unknown to Williams. 

Figure 6.  A Morley, Caulkins & Co.’s cover deposited at the Marysville post office on 
July 19 (1856 or 1857).  Thomas census WC4705.  Used with permission of The 
United Postal Stationery Society.   
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Marysville with Pacific Express (Figure 7).  Based 
on the above information, it is presumed that 
Morley, Caulkins & Co.’s Express ran between 
Marysville and Quincy/Elizabethtown by way of 
Strawberry Valley.  Their interpreted route is shown 
in Figure 8 (following page).   It is presumed that 
they would have served the intervening camps.  
 
The previously published operational dates of 
Morley, Caulkins & Co. are really best guesses and 
a range of dates have been proposed.  Nathan (1973) 
reported they commenced running in 1853 among 
the Gibsonville Ridge camps. (17)  This date was 
continued by Hertz (1975), (18) but he cited the 
source as “The History of Nevada County”. (19)  The 
author has read the express and stage sections of this 
book and found no reference to Morley or Caulkins.  
This is not surprising, since they didn’t operate in 
Nevada County.  Coburn (1984) (20) continued to 
report the 1853 startup and Garvis (2001) (21) also 
reported this date, based on Coburn’s book.   
 
Fariss and Smith’s “Illustrated History of Plumas, 
Lassen, & Sierra Counties (1882) reported that 
Morley & Caulkins were running to American 
Valley (Quincy) and Elizabethtown by 1854 and 
that they continued operating until 1857. (22)  This 
startup year is also too early.  One must remember 
that county histories depended in large part upon the 
accuracy of people’s memories up to thirty years 

after the events took place, as it was not until the 
early 1880’s when most county histories were 
compiled. 

An article printed in the December 27, 1855 issue of 
the Sacramento Daily Democratic State Journal 
(Figure 9) places a not-earlier-than limit on the 
startup of Morley, Caulkins & Co.’s Express. (23)  
The article was reprinted from an earlier issue of the 
La Porte Mountain Messenger probably published 

Figure 7.  A Morley, Caulkins & Co.’s cover carried to Marysville where it was handed 
off to the Pacific Express company on December 6 (1855 or 1856) for delivery to 
Coloma, California.  Thomas census WC4706.  Used with permission of The United 
Postal Stationery Society.   

Figure 9.  Silas Caulkins is noted as an express 
messenger for Everts, Davis & Co., working their 
express leg between Onion Valley and Nelson Creek.  
Sacramento Daily Democratic State Journal, 
December 27, 1855, page 2. 
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I have been a collector of Monterey County, 
California postal history for the past 42 years.  
During these years, I was fortunate to find one cover 
with a postmark I have been told is a “one of a 
kind” known.  I am writing this article to learn if 

any other readers of Western Express are aware of 
another Rainbow Lodge, California (Monterey 
County) postmark.  I find it hard to believe that the 
cover shown in Figure 1 is the only one known.   
 

Rainbow Lodge, California 
By Mike Brown 

Figure 1.  “Rainbow Lodge, Calif.  Aug 25, 1924” four-bar postmark on what appears to 
be a philatelically prepared cover to Stillwater, Oklahoma; thought to be the only known 
example of a postmark from this three year DPO.  Do any Western Cover Society 
members know of others?  If so, please contact the author.   

Figure 2.  “Rainbow Lodge Properties - Showing Rainbow Bridge. 15 M. South 
of Carmel, and Monterey, Calif.” taken from A Wild Coast and Lonely:  Big 
Sur Pioneers by Rosalind Sharpe Wall.  
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The Mormons left the United States to found a new 
community in Utah away from those with whom 
they were in conflict because of religious beliefs.  
The letter described in this article is unusual 
because it describes the Mormon Wars over a period 
of time, due to the writer not communicating with 
his family for a long period of time. 
 

      
   Warsaw June 22nd, 1839 
D Brother 
 
After so long time I undertake to you - it has 
been a long time since I wrote to you partly 
owing to my negligence that I am guilty of 
another reason   I am a poor scholar and my 
family is verry much of the same character.  
But shall not apologize any more.  I suppose 
you have heard of our troubles in Missouri.  I 
suppose your accounts from here have been 
various and I will state you the truth but I 
shall be brief:  The inhabitants of the State of 
Missouri like most of the slave states are of 
jealous passions & rebellious nature and they 
was afraid that we would inveigle off their 
slaves and settle so thick that they would lose 

their range for hunting and their cattle horses 
and hogs &c    another reason was they was 
afraid that there would come in so many 
Mormons into their country they would have 
the balance in their favor at the Election and 
so hold all the country and town offices and 
that they would fight first. -- The Mormons 
first settled in Jackson county south side of 
Missouri River   after about two years they 
grew such great enemies that a battle took 
place   two was killed another inhabitant and 
one of the Mormons   to such hights was the 
enmity carried that the Mormons had to leave 
the county  They moved into Clay county 
North of the river where they lived in peace 
for about 3 years   when they saw so many 
emigrants coming the inhabitants jealous of 
their Rights they raised a mob and was about 
driving them out of the state   finily they 
compromised and they allowed the Mormons 
a county of North about 40 miles   it was a 
great share of Praries with small skirts of 
timber on streams but there was timber 
enough to make it a good farming county by 
taking good care of the timber—the Mormons 
setled one county still north   there was some 

A Mormon Letter from Warsaw, Illinois 
By James W. Milgram, M.D. 

Figure 1.  Cover of the letter with “Warsaw Ills June 28” [1839] and “25” rating to 
writer’s family in New Salem, Massachusetts. 
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WANTED 
For My Personal Collection 
 

Covers from these Mono County, California post offices: 
 Aurora    ●   Bridgeport 
 Esmeralda   ●   Lundy 
 Bennettville   ●   Mammoth 
 Benton    ●   Monoville 
 Bodie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Any covers to and from the above towns using these Express Companies: 
 Byron & Whitney’s Pony Express 
 Kenson’s Owens River Express 
 Wellington Express 
 Wells Fargo & Co 
 Wells Fargo & Co Virginia City Pony Express  
 Wylie & Co's Esmeralda & Monoville Express 

              

Contact: 
Michael A. Kent 

760-497-7348 
Michael.A.Kent@att.net 





Sold $12,500 December, 2022 

December, 2022 Sold $4,250 
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